
O F TOWN O F ANCASTER

BY-LAW NO. 82- 82

P r e s c r i b i n g t h e h e i g h t and d e s c r i p t i o n of
f e n c e s and t o r e p e a l By-law N o . 77-13

WHEREAS S e c t i o n 2 1 0 , s u b s e c t i o n s 1 8 , 1 9 and 2 1 of t h e
Munic ipa l A c t , R.S.O. 1 9 8 0 , C h a p t e r 302, c o n f e r s upon Counc i l s of
l o c a l m u n i c i p a l i t i e s t h e power to p a s s a By-law p r e s c r i b i n g t h e h e i g h t
and d e s c r i p t i o n of l a w f u l f e n c e s , and

WHEREAS deemed e x p e d i e n t and n e c e s s a r y t o pass such a
By-law and t o repeal t h e  e x i s t i n g  f e n c e By-law No. 77- 13.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION O F THE TOWN
O F ANCASTER ENACTS AS FOLLOWS:

1.

2.

3 .

DEFINITIONS

I n t h i s By-law,

(1) "Fence" i n c l u d e s a p r i v a c y or o t h e r s c r e e n .

( 2 ) "Grade" means t h e  l e v e l  o f t h e ground below t h e

e x t e r i o r o f t h e f e n c e a t t h e p o i n t of measurement.

N o p e r s o n s h a l l erect a f e n c e e x c e p t as p r o v i d e d i n t h i s By-law.

Except as p r o v i d e d i n S e c t i o n 4 , t h e h e i g h t o f a f e n c e measured

from g r a d e p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y t o t h e t o p of such f e n c e s h a l l n o t

exceed ,

1830 when l o c a t e d on s i n g l e f a m i l y  u s e  p r o p e r t y  o r

s e p a r a t i n g s i n g l e f a m i l y u s e s from o t h e r  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  u s e s ;  

( 2 ) 1830 (6') when located on m u l t i p l e f a m i l y use p r o p e r t y o r

s e p a r a t i n g  m u l t i p l e  f a m i l y  u s e s  from o t h e r m u l t i p l e f ami ly u s e s

o r s i n g l e f a m i l y u s e s ;

2440 mm ( 8 ' ) when s e p a r a t i n g s i n g l e f a m i l y  u s e s  or m u l t i p l e

f a m i l y u s e s from commercial u s e s , i n s t i t u t i o n a l u s e s ,

Iu s e s or a g r i c u l t u r a l u s e s ;

( 4 ) 1830 ( 6 ' ) when s e p a r a t i n g s i n g l e f a m i l y  u s e s  o r m u l t i p l e

f ami ly u s e s from highways, e x c e p t from c o n t r o l l e d a c c e s s h igh-

ways when t h e h e i g h t may be i n c r e a s e d t o 2440

2 4 4 0 when l o c a t e d on u s e p r o p e r t y o r sepa ra-

t i n g commercial u s e s from o t h e r commercial u s e s , a g r i c u l t u r a l

u s e s or highways;

o r i n d u s t r i a l u s e s ;

3050 mm when s e p a r a t i n g i n s t i t u t i o n a l u s e s from commercia

2 4 4 0 ( 8 ' ) when l o c a t e d on i n s t i t u t i o n a l use p r o p e r t y o r

i n s t i t u t i o n a l u s e s f r o m o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n a l u s e s ,

a g r i c u l t u r a l u s e s o r highways;



4 .

5.

7 .

8 .
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( 8 ) 3050 mm ( 1 2 ' ) when l o c a t e d on i n d u s t r i a l u s e  p r o p e r t y  or

s e p a r a t i n g i n d u s t r i a l u s e s from o t h e r i n d u s t r i a l u s e s , a g r i -

c u l t u r a l u s e s or highways;

( 9 ) Boundary f e n c e s s e p a r a t i n g and o t h e r p r o p e r t y s h a l l be

of c h a i n l i n k cons t ruc t ion , i n accordance w i t h t h e s p e c i f i c a -

t i o n s c o n t a i n e d Schedule "A" of t h i s By-law; such f e n c e s

t o be a minimum o f 1 2 1 9 ( 4 ' ) and a maximum o f 1830 mm

i n h e i g h t , e x c e p t t h e maximum h e i g h t may be i n c r e a s e d t o t h e

maximum p e r m i t t e d t h i s By-law f o r a p a r t i c u l a r c l a s s o f

p r o p e r t y .

Where a f e n c e is e r e c t e d w i t h i n an area which c o u l d be l a w f u l l y

cove red w i t h a b u i l d i n g s u c h  f e n c e  may be o f a h e i g h t n o t t o exceed

t h e h e i g h t p e r m i t t e d f o r t h e w a l l s of a b u i l d i n g t h a t cou ld be

l a w f u l l y erected.

Fences s h a l l be k e p t ,

(1) p r o t e c t e d by p a i n t , o r o t h e r w e a t h e r - r e s i s t a n t m a t e r i a l u n l e s s

t h e a e s t h e t i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f t h e f e n c e a r e enhanced by t h e

l a c k  o f  such material ;

( 2 ) i n s t r u c t u r a l l y sound c o n d i t i o n and plumb, u n l e s s s p e c i f i c a l l y

d e s i g n e d t o be o t h e r t h a n v e r t i c a l ;

( 3 ) i n good r e p a i r and f r e e o f a c c i d e n t h a z a r d s ; and

( 4 ) so a s n o t t o p r e s e n t an u n s i g h t l y appea rance .

Barbed w i r e s h a l l n o t be used on any r e s i d e n t i a l p r o p e r t y and

when used on o t h e r t h a n r e s i d e n t i a l p r o p e r t y , s h a l l be a t l e a s t

2 4 4 0 ( 8 ' ) above ground l e v e l .

Elec t r ic c u r r e n t s h a l l n o t be used as a p a r t o f or i n c o n j u n c t i o n

w i t h any f e n c e  e x c e p t  where such f e n c e i s l o c a t e d e n t i r e l y on

a g r i c u l t u r a l u s e l a n d s , p rov ided  such  f e n c e :

( a ) h a s a maximum 1 2 v o l t t r i c k l e c h a r g e ,

i s d e s i g n e d and e r e c t e d s o l e l y t o c o n t a i n a n i m a l s , and

has a t t a c h e d t h e r e t o a t approx ima te ly 15 .25 m ( 5 0 ' ) i n t e r v a l s ,

a s i g n warning t h a t t h e f e n c e c a r r i e s  e l e c t r i c i t y .  

Schedule "A" a t t a c h e d  h e r e t o ,  s h a l l form p a r t o f t h i s By-law.
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9. Any person who contravenes any provision of this By-law is guilty

of an offence and is liable to a fine of not more than $2,000.00,

exclusive of costs, and recoverable under the Provincial Offences 

Act, 1980, c. 400.

By-law N o . 77-13 is hereby repealed.

ENACTED A N D P A S S E D THIS 19th DAY OF J u l y 1982.
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F E N C E S FOR ALL LANDS EXCEPT AGRICULTURAL LANDS

1. C H A I N L I N K FENCES

(a ) Fencing F a b r i c

Fencing s h a l l be e i t h e r g a l v a n i z e d o r v i n y l c o a t s teel w i t h

a 3 8 . 5 diamond p a t t e r n c h a i n l i n k mesh, c l o s e d a t

t h e bottom and t o p by knuck l ing . The w i r e s h a l l be 3 . 6 6 nun

(0 .15" ) d i a m e t e r .

P o s t s and R a i l s

P o s t s and r a i l s s h a l l be o f g a l v a n i z e d s tee l p i p e , "Standard

Weight". R a i l s s h a l l have an o u t s i d e d i a m e t e r  o f  4 3 mm

Line p o s t s s h a l l have an o u t s i d e d i a m e t e r  o f  6 0 (2.34") and

end , c o r n e r and s t r a i n i n g  p o s t s  a n o u t s i d e d i a m e t e r of 90 mm

( 3 . 5 " ) . All p o s t s s h a l l be f i t t e d w i t h waterproof c a p s so

d e s i g n e d as t o f i t and f a s t e n s e c u r e l y o v e r t h e p o s t s and c a r r y

t h e t o p r a i l .

Tens ion W i r e

The bot tom t e n s i o n w i r e s h a l l be 4 .8 mm ( 0 . 1 9" ) i n d i a m e t e r o r

h e a v i e r , s i n g l e s t rand g a l v a n i z e d steel w i r e .

F a s t e n e r s , F i t t i n g s and Othe r Components

S h a l l be of s u i t a b l e aluminum a l l o y , g a l v a n i z e d steel or

malleable o r d u c t i l e cast i r o n , manufac tured i n accordance

w i t h best p r a c t i c e common t o t h e i n d u s t r y .

CONSTRUCTION

( a ) P o s t s

P o s t s s h a l l be spaced approx ima te ly 3.05 m a p a r t .

S t r a i n i n g posts s h a l l be i n s t a l l e d a t e q u a l i n t e r v a l s no t

exceed ing 150 m when t h e d i s t a n c e i s g r e a t e r t h a n 150 rn

between end or p o s t s . End p o s t s t o be i n s t a l l e d

a t e a c h end o f t h e f e n c e and c o r n e r p o s t s a t each change i n

d i r e c t i o n . Changes i n h o r i z o n t a l l y where t h e a n g l e o r

d e f l e c t i o n is 20 d e g r e e s o r g r e a t e r s h a l l be c o n s i d e r e d a s

c o r n e r s , and corner p o s t s s h a l l be i n s t a l l e d .

F o o t i n g s

Posts s h a l l be embedded c o n c r e t e , having

thcsc d imens ions - for end c o r n e r or s t r a i n i n g p o s t s , d e p t h

( 3 . 6 ' ) minimum, d i a m e t e r 300 mm minimum; for

l i n e p o s t s , d e p t h 1 . 0 m ( 3 . 3 ' ) minimum, d i a m e t e r 250 rnm ( 9 . 8 " )

Posts s h a l l bc cmbcdded t o w i t h i n 1 5 0 ( 5 . 9 " ) of
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of t h e bottom of t h e h o l e , and concrete f o o t i n g s s h a l l be

rough c a s t i n t h e ground and domed above grade t o shed w a t e r .

12. OTHER TYPES OF FENCE

A l i n e f e n c e b u i l t of r a i l s , board or p o l e s , be ing h o r i z o n t a l l y

p l a c e d s h a l l have t h e f i r s t t h r e e o f t h e sa id r a i l s , boa rds o r

p o l e s  n o t  more t h a n 152.4 mm (6" ) a p a r t and i n t h e e v e n t o f s t a k e s

and r i d e r s b e i n g used t h e f e n c e s h a l l be a t least 1 . 2 2 m ( 4 ' ) i n

h e i g h t ,  e x c l u s i v e  o f  s t a k e s and riders, and a worm- rail fence

have a c rook  o f  n o t more t h a n 1.52 m Where t h e manner of

c o n s t r u c t i o n i s such to requ i r e t h e use of p o s t s , t o p r o p e r l y

s u p p o r t and s e c u r e t h e f e n c e i n p o s i t i o n , t h e n such p o s t s s h a l l

be so p l a c e d t h a t t h e  d i s t a n c e  between them w i l l n o t be g r e a t e r

t h a n t h e l e n g t h of t h e b o a r d s , r a i l s o r p o l e s  h o r i z o n t a l l y  p l aced .

In no case, however, s h a l l t h e d i s t a n c e between p o s t s exceed 6 .10

FENCES FOR AGRICULTURAL LANDS

A l a w f u l f e n c e s h a l l be one of t h e f o l l o w i n g t y p e s o f c o n s t r u c t i o n -
( A ) WOVEN WIRE FENCE

A woven w i r e f e n c e be n o t less t h a n 1 . 2 2 m ( 4 ' ) i n h e i g h t ,

hav ing a barbed w i r e on t h e t o p b u t  n o t  more t h a n 206 (8" ) above

t h e uppermost w i r e of t h e woven w i r e f e n c e , a l l be ing p r o p e r l y

s t r a i n e d , anchored and s e c u r e l y f a s t e n e d t o p o s t s , s a i d  p o s t s  t o

be n o t more t h a n 5 m ( 1 6 . 4 1 ' ) a p a r t and , i f o f wood, t o be n o t

less than 103 mm ( 4 " ) d i a m e t e r a t t h e s m a l l end.

WIRE FENCE

A smooth w i r e f ence s h a l l c o n s i s t o f n o t less t h a n 7 w i r e s

anchored and s c c u r c l y f a s t e n e d t o p o s t s of e i t h e r wood

or s teel . S a i d p o s t s t o be n o t more t h a n 6 .10 m ( 2 0 ' ) a p a r t and ,

i f of wood, t o be n o t less t h a n 1 0 3 ( 4 " ) d iame te r a t t h e

s m a l l end and hav ing p e r p e n d i c u l a r s t a y s n o t more t h a n 9 1 m ( 2 . 9 9 ' )

a p a r t a l o n g t h e whole l e n g t h of t h e f e n c e . The 1st w i r e t o be n o t

more t h a n 1 0 3 above ground; t h e 2nd w i r e t o be n o t more

1 0 3 mm ( 4 " ) above t h e f i r s t ; t h e 3rd w i r e t o be n o t more t h a n

1 2 8 . 3 mm ( 5 " ) above t h e second: t h e 4 t h w i r e t o be n o t more than

1 5 4 abovc t h i r d ; 5 t h w i r e t o be no t more t h a n

282.1 (11") above t h e  f o u r t h ;  t h e  6 t h  w i r e t o be n o t more t h a n
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308 ( 1 2 " ) above t h e f i f t h ; t h e 7 t h w i r e t o be n o t more than

308 mm above t h e s i x t h . A barbed w i r e s h a l l be s t r u n g on

t h e p o s t s , above t h e smooth w i r e f e n c e and n o t more t h a n 206 mm

above t h e upper-most w i r e , b e i n g p r o p e r l y s t r a i n e d , anchored

and s e c u r e l y f a s t e n e d t o t h e p o s t s .

CHAIN LINK FENCE

A c h a i n l i n k f e n c e s h a l l be n o t less t h a n 1 . 2 2 m (4') i n h e i g h t ,

w i t h a s p a c i n g n o t g r e a t e r t h a n 51.5 mm ( 2 " ) measured p e r p e n d i c u l a

w i t h i n t h e l i n k segments and of a w i r e we igh t n o t less t h a n 9

The f e n c e s h a l l be s e c u r e l y  a t t a c h e d  t o m e t a l p o s t s spaced n o t

t h a n 3.05 m a p a r t . The f e n c e and p o s t s s h a l l be manufac ture

o f e i t h e r g a l v a n i z e d or v i n y l coat steel. The pr imary use of c h a i

l i n k f e n c i n g is i n t e n d e d to be f o r boundary marking purposes i n a

r e s i d e n t i a l s e t t i n g and n o t f o r t h e con ta inmen t o f l i v e s t o c k . I f

it i s t h e i n t e n t , however, t o use c h a i n l i n k f e n c e f o r l i v e s t o c k

con ta inmen t t h e n , i n a d d i t i o n to t h e 1 .22 m (4') h e i g h t o f  f e n c e ,  

a s i n g l e  s t r a n d  o f ba rbed w i r e s h a l l be s t r u n g n o t more than 152.4

( 6" ) above t h e f e n c e and s h a l l be p r o p e r l y s t r a i n e d , anchored and

s e c u r e d t o t h e p o s t s .


