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TONIGHT’S FORMAT

PUBLIC WORKS
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
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• WELCOME

• LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

• OVERVIEW ON HOW TO INTERACT THROUGH ZOOM

• STAFF PRESENTATION

• Q & A / DISCUSSION 
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LAND ACKNOWLEDEGMENT

PUBLIC WORKS
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

The City of Hamilton is situated upon the traditional territories of the 
Erie, Neutral, Huron-Wendat, Haudenosaunee and Mississaugas. 
This land is covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt 
Covenant, which was an agreement between the Haudenosaunee 
and Anishinaabek to share and care for the resources around the 
Great Lakes. We further acknowledge that this land is covered by 
the Between the Lakes Purchase, 1792, between the Crown and 
the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. 

Today, the City of Hamilton is home to many Indigenous people 
from across Turtle Island (North America) and we recognize that we 
must do more to learn about the rich history of this land so that we 
can better understand our roles as residents, neighbours, partners 
and caretakers.
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PRESENTATION AGENDA
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• INTRODUCTION / BACKGROUND

• What We’re Doing / Why We’re Doing This

• Victoria Park Context

• OVERVIEW OF FUTURE PARK IMPROVEMENTS

• Spray Pad Replacement / New Sun Shelter

• Play Structure Accessibility Enhancements

• Pool and Pool House Renewal

• HOW TO GET INVOLVED / STAY INFORMED

• Q & A / DISCUSSION 
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PUBLIC WORKS
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

WHAT ARE WE DOING?
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• Providing information about upcoming improvements to various 
park amenities. 

• Initiating a dialogue between City staff and the community.
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PUBLIC WORKS
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WHY ARE WE DOING THIS?
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• There is an inherent value in public space 
• Investments are needed now, more than ever
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PUBLIC WORKS
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WHY ARE WE DOING THIS?
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• We are continuing the legacy of the Victoria Park Master Plan 
implementation: a multi-year park renewal plan; 

Victoria Park Master Plan, 2007
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PUBLIC WORKS
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SITE CONTEXT: PARK AMENITIES
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Area of Focus:
• Pool and Pool House
• Play Structures and Swings
• Spray Pad 

• Tennis Courts
• Community Garden
• Fitness Equipment
• Parking Lot
• Open Lawn 
• Multi-Use Courts
• SoBi Bike Station
• Park Facility Building
• Baseball Field 
• Perimeter Pathway Loop
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SITE CONTEXT: HISTORICAL
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A STORIED HISTORY: 

• Indigenous and colonial 
trading site. 

• Once the site of military 
staging.

• Site of the former Crystal 
Palace structure: an 
agricultural exhibition hall.

• Became a municipal park 
in 1900. THE CRYSTAL PALACE, AS IT LOOKED IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

SOURCE: HAMILTON SPECTATOR FILE PHOTO 
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DIGGING UP THE PAST
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION IN 2020: 

• Test pit digging at the north end of the site, to document / uncover 
culturally-significant elements.

• The investigation is meant to inform: 
1. The design and location of new amenities
2. Mitigation measures and methods to construction



20

PUBLIC WORKS
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

PRECEDENT AND INSPIRATION
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DESIGN INSPIRATION: 

SPRAY PAD
• Different types of water play

SUN SHELTER
• Reflect / celebrate historical 

character of former structures
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