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	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Hobson Heritage Consulting was retained by King Dundurn Inc. to undertake a Heritage Impact 
Assessment (HIA) for a proposed development at 676 King Street West in the City of Hamilton, a 
site that is located on a major transit route and adjacent to the Strathcona Secondary Plan Area. 
 
This HIA meets requirements of the City of Hamilton and is required because the development is 
adjacent to the following Inventoried cultural heritage resources: 
 

• MacNab’s Survey Cultural Landscape 
• Cathedral of Christ the King Cultural Landscape 
• Toronto, Hamilton & Brantford Railway Cultural Landscape 
• Cathedral of Christ King, built 1933 
• 25 Hunt Street, a c.1930 dwelling in the MacNab’s Survey Cultural Landscape 

 
Impacts on cultural heritage resources are considered minor and are limited to: 
 

• shadowing on the rear yards of residential properties on the south site of Hunt Street that 
are located within the MacNab Survey Cultural Landscape, including the Inventoried 
dwelling at 25 Hunt Street 

 
The Shadow Analysis indicates that ‘new net shadows’ are not excessive when compared to 
shadowing associated with the ‘as-of-right’ heights permitted on the site. There are no heritage 
concerns with respect to ‘shadowing’. 
 
The Views Analysis indicates that views to the Carilion or Bell Tower of the Cathedral from King 
Street West will not be obstructed by the proposed 8-storey building.  There are no heritage 
concerns with respect to ‘obstruction of views’.  It is also noted that the following mitigation 
strategies have been successfully employed: 
 

• an increased front setback has been provided that maintains views to the Cathedral 
• a landscape plan for new landscaping on King Street West has been provided that 

enhances views to the Cathedral  
• the material selections of red brick and natural stone complement the historic context 

 
The proposed development will require demolition of Paton Motors and Hardwick & Sons. These 
properties have been evaluated according to Ontario Regulation 9/06 and do not meet minimum 
requirements for Designation under the Ontario Heritage Act.  However, research and evaluation 
determined that: 
 

• Paton Motors has historic interest as an early Motor Garage established by Pat Paton in 
1927 and still in operation under former Paton Motors manager Neal Scobie 

• the carved stone blocks on the façade of Hardwick & Sons have architectural interest for 
their high degree of craftsmanship   
 

Therefore, the owner is encouraged to undertake one or more of the following mitigation 
measures: 
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• salvage of carved stone blocks from the façade of the Hardwick & Son building, such as 

the stone engraved with “Hardwick & Son” and the three carved window lintels with 
stylized ogee arches  

• installation of an interpretive feature in the lobby of the new building, such as a display 
containing salvaged stone, historic images and explanatory text 

• commemorative naming of the new development to reference Paton and/or Hardwick  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
This report was prepared for King Dundurn Inc. to assess a proposal for an 8-storey residential 
building on the north-east corner of King Street West and Breadalbane Street in the City of 
Hamilton, Ontario.  The development site encompasses two commercial properties with frontage 
on King Street West, including Paton Motors at 4 Breadalbane Street and Hardwick & Son at 676 
King Street West.  
 
Preparation of this report included site investigation, review of relevant heritage policies and 
applicable legislation, historical research about the subject property and its cultural context, and 
consultation with heritage planning staff at the City of Hamilton.  The owners of Paton Motors, 
Neal & Sue Scobie, provided historical information and historic photographs of Paton Motors.   
 
Architectural Drawings and Shadow Analysis by Lintack Architects and the Landscape Plan by 
James McCracken are included in the appendix of this report.   
 
2.0 LOCATION 
 
The subject property is located on the north-east corner of King Street West and Breadalbane 
Street, between Dundurn Street and the Toronto bound access ramp to Highway 403.  King 
Street West is a major east-west corridor through the City of Hamilton and a major transit route.  
Breadalbane Street is a residential side street in the Strathcona Neighbourhood. 
 
The subject property backs onto an established residential neighbourhood known as the Historic 
Strathcona Neighbourhood that is primarily comprised of 1.5-2.5 singled-detached dwellings. 
There is an Esso Service Station abutting to the east and the Dundurn commercial plaza is 
directly opposite on the south side of King Street West.  The Cathedral Basilica of Christ the King 
is situated to the west, across Breadalbane Street.  The Cathedral is set in landscaped grounds 
and is part of a complex of buildings including the Bishop Farrell Library & Archives, the Nicholas 
Mancini Centre and the Institute for Catholic Education.  
 

 
LOCATION MAP: 676 KING SREET WEST – corner of King Street West & Breadalbane Street 
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3.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 
 
The subject property comprises two commercial properties known as Hardwick & Son at 676 
Main Street West and Paton Motors at 4 Breadalbane Street.  Both properties have frontage on 
King Street West. Hardwick & Son is oriented to King Street West and Paton Motors is oriented 
to Breadalbane Street.  Vehicular access to both properties is from Breadalbane via an alleyway 
that dead-ends behind Hardwick & Son. This alleyway is shared by residential properties on Hunt 
Street that have garages backing onto the alleyway.  
 

 
KING STREET WEST  Paton Motors   Hardwick & Son 

 
Hardwick & Son is a supplier of stone memorials. It occupies a 1-storey concrete block and stone 
building that contains an office and showroom on King Street West with a stone cutting 
workroom and warehouse space behind. There is a landscaped side yard where memorial stones 
are displayed.   
 
Paton Motors is an auto repair garage. It occupies a 1-storey concrete block building that 
contains a large garage bay with a small washroom and office at the front. There is a lawn on King 
Street West. 
 
The rear alleyway from Breadalbane Street extends behind Paton Motors and Hardwick & Sons 
but does not continue through to Dundurn Street.  Residential properties on the south side of 
Hunt Street have garages on the alleyway.  
 

 
ALLEYWAY FROM BREADALBANE – residential garages accessed via the alleyway behind the subject property  
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4.0 HERITAGE PLANNING CONTEXT 
 
Cultural Heritage Resources 
The subject property is adjacent to the following Inventoried cultural heritage resources 
including:  
 

• MacNab’s Survey Cultural Landscape 
• Cathedral of Christ the King Cultural Landscape 
• Toronto, Hamilton and Brantford Railway Cultural Landscape 
• Cathedral of Christ King, built 1933 
• 25 Hunt Street, a c.1930 dwelling in the MacNab’s Survey Cultural Landscape 

 
Views to the Cathedral of Christ the King along King Street West are protected under heritage 
policies in the Strathcona Secondary Plan. 
 

 
HERITAGE MAPPING – the subject property is adjacent to Inventoried cultural heritage resources: 

Inventoried BHR (built heritage resource) Inventoried CHL (cultural heritage landscape)  
Protected view to the Cathedral of Christ the King 

 
Archaeological Potential 
The subject property has been determined to be an area of archaeological potential because it 
meets four (4) of the ten criteria used by the City of Hamilton and Ministry of Citizenship and 
Multiculturalism for determining archaeological potential:   
  

1. Within 300 metres of a primary watercourse or permanent waterbody, 200 metres of a 
secondary watercourse or seasonal waterbody, or 300 metres of a prehistoric watercourse 
or permanent waterbody;  

2. In the vicinity of distinctive or unusual landforms;  
3. In areas of pioneer EuroCanadian settlement; and,  
4. Along historic transportation routes. 

 
An archaeological assessment is not required by the City of Hamilton but the Ontario Ministry of 
Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM) should be notified immediately if deeply buried 
archaeological materials are found on the property during development activities.  
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5.0 HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 
Strathcona Neighbourhood – MacNab’s Survey & the TH&B Railway 
 

    
Sir Allan MacNab’s Residence               Hamilton’s Crystal Palace 

 
The subject property is adjacent to the Strathcona Neighbourhood, a residential area north of 
King Street that was historically located outside the Western limits of the City of Hamilton but is 
now within the city boundaries. Properties on King Street West are not included within the 
boundary of the MacNab Survey Cultural Landscape because they have been heavily impacted 
20th century development and road widening.  
 
Development of the Strathcona neighbourhood began in the 19th century on lands belonging to 
Sir Allan MacNab. Development was slow and piecemeal. Notable historic landmarks associated 
with the Strathcona Neighbourhood include Dundurn Castle, the former estate of Sir Allan 
MacNab that is now a Civic Museum and National Historic Site, Victoria Park, the former site of 
Hamilton’s Crystal Palace that is now a City-owned park, and former industrial sites along the 
ravine and railway corridor. The construction of the Toronto Hamilton & Buffalo railway in the 
early 20th century attracted large industries such as Westinghouse and Slater Steel to locate their 
facilities along the rail corridor.  Hardwick & Son and Paton Motors are linked to former industrial 
activities in this area. 
 
King Street West & McKittrick Bridge, 1914 
 

     
 
In 1914, the McKittrick Bridge was built across the ravine at the west edge of the City as part of 
the planned development of the Garden City suburb Westdale. The bridge supported the 
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westward expansion of the city. The new middle-class residential suburbs in West Hamilton were 
connected by streetcar and rail.  
 
The old wood trestle bridge was replaced after the Queen Elizabeth Highway was built in the 
1930s and is currently planned for further upgrades for the Hamilton’s new Light Rail Transit line.  
 
Cathedral of Christ the King, 1933 
 

    
 
The Roman Catholic church built a new Cathedral in the west end of the city in 1933 to serve the 
expanding west end of Hamilton.  Designed by Hutton & Souter and built by the Pigott 
Construction Company, it was intended to be a prominent landmark that marked the Western 
Entrance to the city in line with City Beautiful planning principles.   
 
The Cathedral is sited on high ground and surrounded by landscaped grounds and remains a 
prominent landmark today, despite bridge replacement, road widening, construction of highway 
on-ramps and heavy one-way traffic.  More recently, efforts have been made to improve 
protected pedestrian and cycle infrastructure along King Street West.  
 
Paton Motors, 1927 
 

   
Texaco Station in front Paton Motors, demolished in 1961   

 
Oliver ‘Pat’ Paton established Paton Motors in 1927.  According to Neal Scobie, the original 
garage was located ‘up on the hill’ where the Cathedral of Christ the King is now located.  When 
land was purchased for the Cathedral, it was relocated to the south-east corner of King Street 
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West and Breadalbane Street. Pat’s brother Howard Paton operated a Texaco Service Station on 
the same site. 
 
In 1951, Paton Motors was so successful that the garage was enlarged with an extension at the 
east end that doubled the size of the garage.  In 1961, King Street West was widened from two 
lanes to six lanes and the Texaco Service Station was demolished. Remnants of the foundation 
are still visible in the lawn in front of Paton Motors. 
 
In 1961, Pat Paton was featured on the cover of Garage Operators magazine and Paul Wilson did 
a ‘Streat Beat’ article in the Hamilton Spectator on the success of Paton Motors.  Neal Scobie 
started working at Paton Motors in 1967 as a young apprentice. He stayed on and eventually took 
over management and continues to operate the garage under the Paton Motors name. The 
name was retained because of its reputation.  According to Neal Scobie, Pat Paton was the 1st 
licensed mechanic in Ontario and his license number was ‘One’, although he had been working 
for many years as a mechanic before licensing was required. During the WWII, Paton was a Chief 
Motor Mechanic, working on tugs and minesweepers. In a radio interview, Paton talked about 
working in the pit at the Indianapolis Speedway where he met Henry Ford, Thomas Edison and 
Morgan Firestone. Paton was also active in training and teaching other mechanics. 
 
Neal Scobie has been at Paton Motors for 56 years. In addition to working at the garage, he 
raced cars at the Flamborough Speedway and in the 1980s was one of eight mechanics that 
advised the government on car safety.   
 

     
Neal Scobie at the Flamborough Speedway 
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Hardwick & Son, 1946 
 

 
 

Henry George Hardwick, a skilled stone mason who emigrated to Hamilton from Sheffield, 
England, established a stone cutting and engraving business in the east end of Hamilton in 1929 
called H.G. Hardwck & Son.  After a fire destroyed the Ottawa Street building, he purchased land 
on King Street West and built a new purpose-built facility with a showroom and outdoor display 
area on King Street West and a workshop and warehouse area at the back.  The building had a 
cut stone façade that showcased the firm’s masonry skills.  In 1961, the front yard was lost to road 
widening. A stylish addition was built on the east side and monuments were displayed in the east 
side yard.  
 
The company continues as HRH Granite Inc. in Dundas operated by Don Hardwick. HGH Granite 
supplies Southern Ontario and Upper New York state monument retailers with wholesale granite 
and works with artists and architects on stone memorials. 
 
6.0 HERITAGE EVALUATION 
 
The subject property contains two buildings that have not been previously identified as cultural 
heritage resources but have potential cultural heritage value. Therefore, to clarify the heritage 
significance of these buildings and to determine if they meet criteria for Designation under the 
Ontario Heritage Act, an Evaluation According to Ontario Regulation 09/06 for each building is 
provided below.  
 

       
HARDWICK & SON, built 1946                   PATON MOTORS, built 1927 
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Evaluation According to Ontario Regulation 9/06 – Hardwick & Son (1946) 
 

i) Is a rare, unique, 
representative or early example 
of a style, type, expression, 
material or construction method 

NO It is not rare, unique or representative 
of a significant style or type. 

ii) Displays a high degree of 
craftsmanship or artistic merit 

YES The carved stone blocks on the façade 
display a high degree of 
craftsmanship. 

iii) Demonstrates a high degree 
of technical or scientific 
achievement 

NO It is a 1-storey concrete block building 
with a cut stone façade.  

2. Historical or associative value 
i) Has direct associations with a 
theme, event, believe, person, 
activity, organization or 
institution that is significant to a 
community 

NO It is associated with Hardwick & Son, a 
stone cutting and engraving business 
established in 1929. This is the firm’s 
second location after a fire destroyed 
their original premises on Ottawa 
Street in 1946. 

ii) Yields, or has the potential to 
yield, information that 
contributes to an understanding 
of a community or culture 

NO No potential has been identified. 

iii) Demonstrates or reflects the 
work or ideas of an architect, 
artist, builder, designer or 
theorist who is significant to the 
community 

NO It is not associated with an architect. 

3. Contextual Value 
i) Is important in defining, 
maintaining, or supporting the 
character of an area 

NO It does not make a notable 
contribution to the character of the 
area.  

ii) Is physically, functionally, 
visually, or historically linked to 
its surroundings 

NO It does not have significant links to its 
surroundings. 

iii) Is a landmark NO It is not a landmark. 
 

• Evaluation Summary: the property meets one criteria 
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Evaluation According to Ontario Regulation 9/06 – Paton Motors (1927) 
 

CRITERIA  
 

ASSESSMENT  
(YES/NO) 

RATIONALE 

1. Design of physical value: 
i) Is a rare, unique, 
representative or early example 
of a style, type, expression, 
material or construction 
method 

NO It is an early c.1927 auto garage 
constructed of concrete block that was 
enlarged at one end in 1951. The 
stepped parapet is an Art Deco 
influence. The ‘quarry-faced’ concrete 
block is building product that was 
briefly popular in the 1920s and 30s. 

ii) Displays a high degree of 
craftsmanship or artistic merit 

NO It is a modest utilitarian building. 

iii) Demonstrates a high degree 
of technical or scientific 
achievement 

NO It is a 1-storey concrete block building. 

2. Historical or associative value 
i) Has direct associations with a 
theme, event, believe, person, 
activity, organization or 
institution that is significant to a 
community 

YES It is associated with Paton Motors, 
established pay Oliver Paton in 1927, 
one of Hamilton’s earliest motor 
garages and continues to operate under 
the ownership of former Paton Motors 
manager Neal Scobie. 

ii) Yields, or has the potential to 
yield, information that 
contributes to an 
understanding of a community 
or culture 

NO No potential has been identified.  

iii) Demonstrates or reflects the 
work or ideas of an architect, 
artist, builder, designer or 
theorist who is significant to the 
community 

NO It is not associated with an architect. 
There are traces of paint on the interior 
associated with Texaco Company 
branding.  

3. Contextual Value 
i) Is important in defining, 
maintaining, or supporting the 
character of an area 

NO It does not make a notable contribution 
to the character of the area. 

ii) Is physically, functionally, 
visually, or historically linked to 
its surroundings 

NO It does not have significant links to its 
surroundings.  

iii) Is a landmark NO It is not a landmark. 
 

• Evaluation Summary: the property meets one criteria 
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7.0 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
 
The proposed development is an 8-storey residential building with one level of underground 
parking accessed from Breadalbane Street.  Re-development of the site will require demolition of 
the two existing structures on the property known as Hardwick & Son and Paton Motors.    
 
The proposed 8-storey residential building will have three at-grade with access from King Street 
West. There is a lobby and shared amenity space for residents on the ground floor with glazed 
fronts on King Street West.  Residential units on upper floors have balconies and there are 
common and private roof-top amenity spaces on the 8th floor on the rear elevation. 
 
The massing is articulated on the upper levels through setbacks and material changes.  The 
primary cladding materials are red brick, dark grey cement board, and green-tinted glazing. 
Architectural elements that frame the podium are clad in natural stone. Mechanical equipment on 
the roof is contained within a mechanical penthouse.  
 

 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT – perspective  

 

   
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT – site plan and ground floor plan 
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8.0 HERITAGE IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 
The Ministry of Culture provides guidance and information regarding cultural heritage and 
archaeological resource conservation in land use planning in the Ontario Heritage Toolkit (2006). 
Negative impacts to a cultural heritage resource that may occur due to a proposed development 
or site alteration are identified in the Ontario Heritage Toolkit as: 
 

• destruction of any part, or part of any, significant heritage attributes or features; 
• alteration that is not sympathetic, or is incompatible, with the historic fabric and 

appearance; 
• shadows created that alter the appearance of a heritage attribute or change the viability 

of a natural feature, or plantings, such as a garden; 
• isolation of a heritage attribute from its surrounding environment, context or significant 

relationship; 
• direct or indirect obstruction of significant views or vistas within, from, or of built and 

natural features; 
• a change in land use such as rezoning a battlefield from open space to residential use, 

allowing new development or site alteration to fill in the formerly open spaces; 
• land disturbances such as a change in grade that alters soils, and drainage patterns that 

adversely affect an archaeological resource. 
 
Views to the Cathedral of Christ the King 
 
The Views Analysis demonstrates that the proposed development will not obstruct significant 
views of Christ the Church Cathedral.  
 
Protected views to the Cathedral of Christ the King are primarily concerned with maintaining 
views of the Carillion or Bell Tower at the south end of the structure that towers above the tree 
canopy. This architectural feature is a highly visible landmark along King Street West. The 
elevated site of the Cathedral and its siting where King Street curves as it crosses the highway 
contributes to its visibility when travelling west along King Street West.    
 

 
VIEW TO THE CATHEDRAL - the Carillion or Bell Tower is the focal point for westward views along King Street West 

 
The proposed development is adequately setback from King Street West so there will be no 
obstruction of views to the Carillion or Bell Tower.  The larger scale and massing of the proposed 
development will frame views to the Cathedral.  Mitigation in the form of design measures to 
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ensure a high quality of design and material selection that will appropriately frame views to the 
Cathedral are required.  Additional mitigation strategies are encouraged such as: 
 

• provision of enhanced landscaping along the King Street frontage to support landscaped 
setting of the Cathedral and views of the Carillion or Bell Tower above the tree canopy 

• employ a high standard of architectural design and good quality cladding materials that 
complement the limestone Cathedral 

• avoid obtrusive projections on the roofline, all mechanical equipment should be 
concealed in the penthouse storey 

 
Demolition of Two Existing Buildings 
 
The two on-site structures to be demolished associated with Paton Motors (1927) and Hardwick & 
Son (1946) have no heritage status and have not been previously identified as heritage 
properties.  Research and evaluation carried out as part of this Heritage Impact Assessment 
indicates that the properties do not meet minimum requirements for Designation under the 
Ontario Heritage Act. Therefore, the proposed development will have no direct impacts on 
significant cultural heritage resources. 
 
However, it is noted that Paton Motors has historic interest as an early Motor Garage established 
by Pat Paton in 1927 and still in operation under former Paton Motors manger Neal Scobie. It is 
also noted that the cut stone façade of Hardwick & Sons has architectural interest for the high 
degree of its craftsmanship.   
 
Mitigation in the form of research and documentation is provided in this report and no further 
mitigation is required.  Additional mitigation strategies are encouraged including one or more of 
the following:  
 

• salvage of carved stone blocks from the cut stone façade of the Hardwick & Son building, 
such as the stone engraved with the words “Hardwick & Son” and the three carved stone 
window lintels with stylized ogee arches  

• installation of an interpretive feature in the lobby of the new building, such as a display 
containing salvaged stone, historic images and explanatory text 

• commemorative naming of the new development to reference Paton and/or Hardwick  
 
Impacts on Adjacent Cultural Heritage Resources 
 
There will be no impacts on the Toronto, Hamilton & Brantford Railway Cultural Landscape. 
 
Potential impacts on adjacent cultural heritage resources identified by the consultant are limited 
to shadowing on the rear yards of residential properties in the MacNab Survey Cultural 
Landscape on the south side of Hunter Street, including one Inventoried dwelling at 25 Hunter 
Street.  
 
The increased shadows are associated with the 8-storey height of the development. It is noted 
that the development is buffered from the affected properties by a laneway and that this site is 
on a major transit route where greater heights and density are permitted. The shadow study 
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provided by Lintack Architects demonstrates that shadowing on adjacent residential properties is 
not excessive when compared to shadows associated with the as-of-right height permitted on 
this site. There appear to be no heritage attributes in the rear yards of these properties. As such, 
shadowing is not a heritage concern. 
 
The entrance to the proposed parking garage will be located on the subject property. Use of the 
shared alleyway will be limited to access to four surface parking spaces, deliveries and waste 
collection.  Residents with garages on the alleyway will continue to have 24/7 access to the 
shared alleyway to access their garages and there will be no impacts to existing residential fences 
and trees.  The gravel surface will be paved to accommodate the increased traffic and the owner 
of the development will maintain the alleyway including clearing ice and snow in the winter.  
Therefore, the proposed development maintains existing uses of the alleyway and provides 
opportunities for enhancing the alleyway with new paving and lighting.   
 
9.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Methods for minimizing or avoiding a negative impact on a cultural heritage resource include, 
but are not limited to: 
 

• alternative development approaches 
• isolating development and site alteration from significant built and natural features and 

vistas 
• design guidelines that harmonized mass, setback, setting, and materials 
• limiting height and density 
• allowing only compatible infill and additions 
• reversible alterations 
• buffer zones, site plan control, and other planning mechanisms 

 
It is noted that the following mitigation measures have been successfully integrated in the 
development proposal: 
 

• increased front setback to maintain views to the Cathedral 
• landscaping on King Street West to enhance views to the Cathedral  
• material selections that complement the historic context including red brick and natural 

stone 
 
Additional mitigation measures to mitigate demolition of Paton Motors and Hardwick & Son such 
as one or more of the following are encouraged: 
 

• salvage of carved stone blocks from the façade of the Hardwick & Son building, such as 
the stone engraved with “Hardwick & Son” and the three carved window lintels with 
stylized ogee arches  

• installation of an interpretive feature in the lobby of the new building, such as a display 
containing salvaged stone, historic images and explanatory text 

• commemorative naming of the new development to reference Paton and/or Hardwick  
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POTENTIAL SALVAGE ITEMS – carved stone blocks 
 
10.0 SOURCES 
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Restoration Arts.  Professional experience includes an internship at the Ontario Heritage Trust, 
three years as Architectural Historian & Conservation Specialist at Taylor Hazell Architects in 
Toronto, and 12 years in private practice in Ontario as a heritage consultant.  Other relevant 
experience includes teaching art history at the University of Toronto and McMaster University and 
teaching Research Methods and Conservation Planning at the Willowbank School for Restoration 
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APPENDIX A: PHOTO DOCUMENTATION  

 
PATON MOTORS – EXTERIOR – front elevation facing Breadalbane Street – c.1930s industrial vernacular 
with Art Moderne influences 
 

 
PATON MOTORS – CONTEXT - view from Breadalbane Street 
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PATON MOTORS – EXTERIOR – side elevation facing King Street West – textured concrete block & wood 
sash windows 



676 King Street West, Hamilton (DEC 2023) 

 
PATON MOTORS – CONTEXT – lawn on the King Street West frontage – view to the Cathedral 
 
 

 
PATON MOTORS – EXTERIOR – rear elevation – concrete block & metal windows – brick chimney 
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PATON MOTORS – EXTERIOR – rear and north side elevation – built in two phases: the conrete block & 
steell window portion at the East end (2 bays) was an extension to the earlier cinder block & wood window 
garage (2 bays)  
 

 
PATON MOTORS – EXTERIOR – north side elevation  
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PATON MOTORS – EXTERIOR – north side elevation – 2 easterly bays with steel windows 
 

 
PATON MOTORS – EXTERIOR – north side elevation – 2 westerly bays with wood windows 
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PATON MOTORS – INTERIOR – the garage office and service bay 
 

 
PATON MOTORS – INTERIOR – the Texaco colours on the garage office  
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PATON MOTORS – INTERIOR – service bay 
 

       
PATON MOTORS – INTERIOR – steel beam added when the eastward extension was built – two-piece 
bathroom with porcelain utility sink and wood panelled door 
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HARDWICK & SON – EXTERIOR – the original building remains with a later addition on the east side 
 

      
HARDWICK & SON – EXTERIOR 
Left:  southwest corner – cut stone façade keyed into the concrete block – the planter is a later addition 
Right: stylish addition on the east side - with stone cladding to match the façade  



676 King Street West, Hamilton (DEC 2023) 

 
 

       
HARDWICK & SON – EXTERIOR – stone engraved with “Hardwick & Son” and two rosetttes – carved stone 
lintels with stylized ogee arches – the central doorway has been converted to a window 
 
 



676 King Street West, Hamilton (DEC 2023) 

 
HARDWICK & SON – SIDE YARD – memorials displayed in the side yard 
 

 
HARDWICK & SON – CONTEXT  – Esso Station next door (formerly Texaco?) 
 



676 King Street West, Hamilton (DEC 2023) 

 
HARDWICK & SON – EXTERIOR – east side and rear elevaiton – cinder block addition and original concrete 
block workshop & warehouse – rear alley from Breadalbane – view to the Cathedral 
 

 
HARDWICK & SON – EXTERIOR – west side addition – the orignal concrete block building built in 1946 



676 King Street West, Hamilton (DEC 2023) 

 
HARDWICK & SON – INTERIOR – reception - the addition probably added in the late 1960s or 1970s? 
 

 
HARDWICK & SON – INTERIOR – showroom 
 



676 King Street West, Hamilton (DEC 2023) 

 

 
HARDWICK & SON – INTERIOR – office 
 

        
HARDWICK & SON – INTERIOR – showroom doors to the warehouse 



676 King Street West, Hamilton (DEC 2023) 

 
HARDWICK & SON – INTERIOR – workshop and warehouse – stone cutting machine 
 

 
HARDWICK & SON – INTERIOR – workshop and warehouse – garage door to the rear alleyway 



676 King Street West, Hamilton (DEC 2023) 

 
REAR ALLEYWAY – view from the entrance on Bredalbane – the alleyway dead ends behind Hardwick & Son 
 

 
REAR ALLEYWAY – the alleyway dead ends behind Hardwick & Son – does not continue to Dundurn Street 



676 King Street West, Hamilton (DEC 2023) 

 
REAR ALLEYWAY – residential garages on the rear alleyway – utility pole 
 

 
HUNT STREET – 1.5 and 2.5-storey dwellings on Hunt Street with garages accessed via the alleyway 
23 Hunt Street is included on the heritage Inventory – Edwardian Classicism c. 1915 
 



	

676 King Street West, HAMILTON (FEB 2024) 

APPENDIX B: HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 

 

 
CATHEDRAL OF CHRIST THE KING (1933) – aerial photo taken shortly after completion 
Source: Cathedral of Christ the King, Hamilton, Canada. Being an arrangement of Photographic veiwes and 
notes decribing the new Cathedral opened at Hamilton, December 19th, 1933, (Pigott Construction 
Company, 1934) 
 
 
 
 
 



	

676 King Street West, HAMILTON (FEB 2024) 

 
1934 AERIAL PHOTO – there is one structure on King Street West  
 

 
1946 SURVEY 

1. Paton Motors – original square footprint 
2. Service Station (demolished) 
3. Hardwick & Son – not built yet 
4. Drink Rite Ltd. (demolished)  
5. Alleyway 
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676 King Street West, HAMILTON (FEB 2024) 

 
1947 HARDWICK & SON – memorials displayed in the front yard before King Street West was widened. 
This was their second location. H.G. Hardwick & Sons was founded in 1929 by Henry George Hardwick. His 
original facility on Ottawa Street was destroyed by fire in 1947. He then acquired the King Street West 
location and built a purpose-built showroom and workshop. The cut stone façade showcases the firm’s 
masonry skills. 
 

 
1950 AERIAL – there are three structures on the subject property 

1. Texaco Service Station (1920s?)      2.   Paton Garage (1930s?)      3.   Hardwick & Son (1947)  
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676 King Street West, HAMILTON (FEB 2024) 

 
TEXACO SERVICE STATION - demolished in 1963 
 

 
TEXACO SERVICE STATION – demolished in 1963 
 



	

676 King Street West, HAMILTON (FEB 2024) 

 
PATON MOTORS – the Texaco Service Station on King Steet West - Hardwick & Son and the Drink Rite Ltd. 
factory are visible in the background 
 

 
PATON MOTORS – Texaco Service Station demolition begins - the gas pumps & Texaco Sign have been 
removed  



	

676 King Street West, HAMILTON (FEB 2024) 

 
PATON MOTORS - the Texaco Service Station demolition underway in 1963 
 
 

 
PATON MOTORS – the Texaco Service Station demolition complete – the garage building remains 
 
 



	

676 King Street West, HAMILTON (FEB 2024) 

 
PAT PATON – inset image of Paton on the cover of Garage Operators magazine in 1961 
“Dapper Pat’s Bow Tie a modest success” Street Beat article by Paul Wilson, Hamilton Spectator, date  
Source: Hamilton Public Library – clipping file – Biography – Oliver (Pat) Paton 
 
 
 



	

676 King Street West, HAMILTON (FEB 2024) 

 
NEAL SCOBIE at the Flamborough Speedway 
 

 
NEAL SCOBIE at the Flamborough Speedway 



	

676 King Street West, HAMILTON (FEB 2024) 

 
PAINTING by J.K. LARSEN – a grateful patron’s gift to Neal Scobie – Larsen’s red Volkswagen Beetle 
serviced at Paton Motors driving west on King Steet into a sunset with the Cathedral on the right 
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