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Acronyms 
TMP Transportation Management Plan 
EA Environmental Assessment  
GTA Greater Toronto Area 
UHOP  Urban Hamilton Official Plan 
TDM Transportation Demand Management 
GGH  Greater Golden Horseshoe 
PPS Provincial Policy Statement 
TTS Transportation Tomorrow Survey 
HSR Hamilton Street Railway 
IPS Intersection Pedestrian Signal  
MPS Mid-block Pedestrian Signal  
CUTA Canadian Urban Transit Association 
RSH Revenue Service Hours  
KPI Key Performance Indicators 
ASD Alternative Service Delivery  
IBC Initial Business Case 
RTP Regional Transportation Plan 
BRT Bus Rapid Transit 
RFP Request for Proposal 
TPAP Transit Project Assessment Process 
ROW Right-Of-Way 
PNR Park and Ride 
ADT Average Daily Traffic 
AAA All Ages and Abilities 
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Executive Summary 
The Waterdown TMP: 

• Examines exis�ng and future (to the year 2031) traffic opera�ons and transporta�on capacity 
problems and opportuni�es in Waterdown; and 

• Iden�fies and evaluates short and long-term infrastructure improvements to the road network, 
public transit and pedestrian/cycling facili�es to address these problems. 

 
Waterdown is a fast-growing community located north in the City of Hamilton and south-west of the 
Greater Toronto Area (GTA).  Bordered on the south and east sides by the Niagara Escarpment, the 
community is somewhat geographically isolated from the rest of the City and neighbouring 
communities. Since 1996, the community’s population has almost doubled to its current level of more 
than 20,000 people.  Significant growth is expected over the next 10 years as new residents continue to 
be attracted by Waterdown’s pleasant small-town atmosphere, cultural heritage resources and its 
picturesque setting in the Niagara Escarpment and Ontario’s Greenbelt. 
 
With this growth, Waterdown’s transportation network capacity is being stressed, and complaints of 
congestion, neighbourhood traffic infiltration, speeding and safety concerns are common. The City of 
Hamilton retained Dillon Consulting Limited (Dillon) in January 2019, to prepare a Transportation 
Management Plan (TMP) for Waterdown.  Completed as a Master Plan, the TMP followed Phases 1 and 
2 of the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA) process, as outlined in the Municipal Class EA, 
October 2000 (amended in 2007, 2011 and 2015). 
 
The Waterdown TMP was completed in coordina�on with the Waterdown Community Node Secondary 
Plan Study and the Waterdown Village Built Heritage Inventory. The intent of the Waterdown TMP was 
to confirm the transporta�on infrastructure within Waterdown could support the long term 
intensifica�on proposed by the Waterdown Community Node Secondary Plan Study.   
 
Consulta�on 
Consulta�on for the Waterdown TMP was extensive and was undertaken in accordance with the 
requirements of the Class EA process: 

• The City of Hamilton maintained a project contact list. No�fica�ons were circulated to members 
of the public, agencies, interest groups and Indigenous Communi�es throughout the project; 

• Two Public Informa�on Centres (PICs) were held during the course of the project. PIC 1 was a 
Community Workshop held on October 10, 2019. PIC 2 was a virtual mee�ng held on October 
21, 2020;  

• A Focus Group was established at the beginning of the TMP in collabora�on with the parallel 
Waterdown Community Node Secondary Plan and Waterdown Village Built Heritage Inventory. 
The focus group consisted of representa�ves from a number of key area stakeholders. Three 
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mee�ngs were held with focus group members throughout the project to gather input and 
review recommenda�ons from the Study.  

 
Problem and Opportunity Statement 
The Problem/Opportunity Statement prepared during Phase 1 of the Class EA process was based on the 
overview of exis�ng and future condi�ons and also reflected public and agency consulta�on completed 
as part of the TMP.  The Problem/Opportunity Statement iden�fied for the Waterdown TMP is: 
 

Waterdown’s transportation network capacity is becoming insufficient to accommodate current and 
future traffic volumes, resulting in congestion, safety concerns and traffic infiltration in residential 

neighbourhoods. 
 

The Waterdown TMP Study was initiated to address short-term issues and identify long-term 
improvements needed for the road network, public transit, and pedestrian and cyclist facilities. 

 
Iden�fied Transporta�on Issues 

• There is insufficient road capacity on Dundas Street between Highway 6 and Avonsyde Blvd. to 
serve exis�ng peak hour demands and this issue will be exacerbated by con�nued growth in 
Waterdown; 

• Road network adjustments are required in response to the planned Highway 5/ Highway 6 
interchange; 

• The Ac�ve Transporta�on Network in Waterdown is incomplete; and 
• There are a number of local speeding, safety and opera�onal concerns on the streets of 

Waterdown. 
 
Preferred Solu�ons 
Phase 2 of the Class EA process, “Alterna�ve Solu�ons” consisted of the development and evalua�on of 
alterna�ve solu�ons to the transporta�on problems and opportuni�es iden�fied in Phase 1.   
 
Intersec�on improvements at Dundas Street/Mill Street and Dundas Street/Avonsyde Blvd. are 
recommended because they address localized capacity issues on the Dundas Street corridor. It is also 
noted that Dundas Street eastward from just west of Avonsyde Blvd. is proposed to be widened from 4 
to 6 lanes. Widening of Dundas Street between Mill Street and Hamilton Street North to four lanes was 
also reviewed but not recommended due to its poten�al adverse impacts on public health and the 
character and heritage value of the historic downtown.   
 
To adjust for the capacity constraints on Dundas St. that will remain without widening, the iden�fied 
strategic intersec�on improvements will be supplemented by a range of transporta�on demand 
management solu�ons aimed at reducing car use.  Recommended solu�ons involve improvements to 
transit and ac�ve transporta�on, like cycling and walking, to address current and long-term 
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transporta�on challenges. The success of the transporta�on demand management solu�ons will be 
facilitated by Waterdown’s changing role from a “bedroom community” to more of a “complete 
community” where people live, work, shop and play.  More local employment opportuni�es, like those 
provided by major companies that have recently been established in Waterdown, will allow people to 
live closer to their place of work, thereby reducing the strain on local and regional transporta�on 
networks. Specific intersec�on improvements and TDM strategies are iden�fied in Table E-1. 
 
Highway 5/ Highway 6 Interchange 
The Highway 6/Highway 5 intersec�on is currently a signalized intersec�on. MTO is preparing a Class EA 
and Detailed Design Study of a new interchange at Highway 6/Highway 5, but the �ming of construc�on 
has yet to be determined.  
 
The following road network improvement is recommended in northwest Waterdown to accommodate 
and posi�on the exis�ng road network to account for the planned interchange construc�on, mi�gate 
poten�al traffic infiltra�on through the Waterdown North residen�al developments, and to support 
future developments west of Clappison Avenue: 

• Extend Clappison Avenue from Parkside Drive to North Waterdown Drive   
 
Ac�ve Transporta�on Network 
Waterdown is a community that values and relies on its Ac�ve Transporta�on Network for commu�ng, 
shopping and recrea�onal purposes. The decision to rely on sustainable transporta�on modes to reduce 
traffic demands on Dundas Street makes comple�ng the Ac�ve Transporta�on Network to connect all 
areas of Waterdown a cri�cal element of the TMP. 
 
Figure E-1 shows the recommended AT network. Figure E-2 shows the Road Network Improvement Map 
for Waterdown. 
 
Local Traffic Opera�ons and Safety Issues 
Waterdown residents are very concerned about safety issues on local streets stemming from perceived 
traffic infiltration, speeding and peak hour traffic operations. A number of locations were identified for 
improvements based on residents’ input received throughout the project, recommendations from City 
of Hamilton staff, and professional judgement. The recommended local improvements are shown in 
Tables E-2 and E-3. 
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1.2 Background and Related Studies  
Over the past two decades, the City of Hamilton has completed several transportation planning studies 
relevant to the Waterdown TMP, including the Waterdown/Aldershot Transportation Master Plan in 
2008. The findings and recommendations of these studies were considered throughout the Master Plan 
process completed for the TMP. The following provides a brief overview of related studies.  

1.2.1 Waterdown/Aldershot Transporta�on Master Plan, 2008 

The most relevant background study is the Waterdown/Aldershot Transporta�on Master Plan, 
completed as a Master Plan under the Municipal Class EA.  A joint project by the City of Hamilton, City of 
Burlington and Region of Halton, the Master Plan concluded that addi�onal east-west and north-south 
capacity is required through Waterdown to service planned urban development.  It also recommended a 
range of transporta�on demand management solu�ons to reduce car use. 
 
Two major road projects were recommended by the Master Plan: 

• A new east-west corridor from Brant Street to Highway 6 intended to func�on as a northern 
bypass of Waterdown’s downtown for travellers passing through the area.  The corridor follows 
exis�ng Dundas Street, Avonsyde Boulevard and Parkside Drive and includes a new sec�on of 
road north of Parkside Drive to Highway 6.  Following the comple�on of the Master Plan, the 
new road was named North Waterdown Drive. 

• A north-south corridor following Dundas Street, Burke Street, Mountain Brow Road and 
Waterdown Road to Highway 403.  This corridor will improve access to Highway 403, Hamilton 
and Burlington and also func�on as a bypass of Waterdown’s downtown. 

 
An Environmental Study Report, following Phases 3 and 4 of the Municipal Class EA, was subsequently 
completed in 2012 by the City of Hamilton, City of Burlington and Halton Region for the two new 
corridors.  More details on the current status of these improvements are included in Sec�on 2.10.2 of 
this report, Currently Planned Road Projects. 

1.2.2 Waterdown Community Node Secondary Plan Study, On-Going 

Recognizing the need to integrate land use planning with transporta�on planning, an important 
objec�ve of the Waterdown TMP is to support the Waterdown Community Node Secondary Plan, 
currently underway.  The Secondary Plan area covers the Community Node designated on Schedule E- 
Urban Structure, in the Urban Hamilton Official Plan (UHOP) and includes the historic downtown core 
along Dundas Street from east of Riley Street to Grindstone Creek.  More details on the Secondary Plan 
are provided in Sec�on 2.2.2 of this report. 

1.2.3 MTO, Highway 6/Highway 5 Interchange, Detailed Design Study, On-Going 

The Highway 6/Highway 5 intersec�on is currently a signalized intersec�on.  To deal with conges�on at 
the intersec�on, MTO is currently preparing a Class EA and Detailed Design Study of a new interchange 
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to replace the signalized intersec�on. Changes to the local road network and a new commuter parking 
lot at Highway 6 are also being considered as part of the study. 
 
The study is expected to be completed by 2022.  Timing of construc�on has yet to be iden�fied. 

1.2.4 Truck Route Master Plan Review Study, On-Going 

In 2020, the City of Hamilton ini�ated a review of the Truck Route Master Plan prepared in 2010.  The 
review will iden�fy opportuni�es for advancing the safe and efficient passage of trucks in Hamilton to 
support economic ac�vi�es and the movement of goods, balanced with the needs of residents and 
communi�es.  The final Master Plan will recommend changes to the City’s exis�ng designated truck 
route network.  The exis�ng truck route network in Waterdown is discussed in Sec�on 2.6 of this report. 

1.2.5 City-Wide Transporta�on Master Plan Update, City in Motion, 2018 

The City-Wide Transporta�on Master Plan Update guides transporta�on program development and 
iden�fies areas for investment to accommodate future growth in the City to 2031 and beyond.  The goal 
of the Master Plan is to build a sustainable and balanced transporta�on system for all modes of 
transporta�on, promote a healthy and safe community and support economic prosperity and growth.  
Based on the vision of the Master Plan to “provide a comprehensive and atainable transporta�on 
blueprint for Hamilton as a whole that balances all modes of transporta�on to become a healthier city”, 
the ul�mate goals of the update were to:  

• Reduce dependence on single occupant vehicles 
• Promote accessibility 
• Improve op�ons for walking, cycling and transit  
• Maintain and improve the efficiency of goods movement.  

 
Completed as a Master Plan under the Municipal Class EA, the plan provides the need and jus�fica�on 
for strategic road network improvements, transit, cycling, walking and goods movement. 

1.2.6 Cycling Master Plan Update, Shifting Gears, 2018 

As part of the 2018 City-Wide Transporta�on Master Plan Update, the City also updated the 2009 
Cycling Master Plan, Shifting Gears.  The objec�ves of Shifting Gears were to: 

• Develop a city-wide cycling network for u�litarian, commuter and recrea�onal cyclists by 
expanding on-road and off-road facili�es, including Niagara Escarpment crossings 

• Provide a cycling grid with a maximum 2 km spacing design in the urban area 
• Design facili�es that are appropriate for road traffic volumes and speed 
• Provide convenient and all-season access to major residen�al and employment areas and transit 

nodes.   
 
The findings of the 2018 study were incorporated into the City-wide Transporta�on Master Plan. 
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1.2.7 Recrea�onal Trails Master Plan, 2016  

The 2016 Recrea�onal Trails Master Plan iden�fied a network of trails in the City to provide a range of 
recrea�onal opportuni�es.  The Master Plan also includes links to on-road commuter systems to fully 
integrate the trail network with regional, provincial and na�onal trail networks through and around the 
City. Improvements are iden�fied on a ward by ward basis with detailed maps showing exis�ng and 
planned trail network connec�ons.  

1.2.8 City of Hamilton, Transporta�on Demand Management (TDM) Land Development Guidelines, 
2015 

The City’s TDM Land Development Guidelines is a tool for developers and the City to incorporate TDM 
measures into the development approvals process for new development and redevelopment.  Ini�ated 
in 2015, the purpose of the guidelines is to encourage sustainable travel choices, such as walking, 
cycling, taking transit or carpooling, as alterna�ves to single-occupancy car trips, reduce the number of 
trips to work, shopping, etc. and decrease travel during peak hours. 

1.2.9 Pedestrian Mobility Plan, 2012 

The City’s 2012 Pedestrian Mobility Plan focuses on balancing pedestrian and vehicular mobility by 
implemen�ng a route accommoda�on decision-making process.  To improve pedestrian safety and 
increase the number of walking trips, the process aims to integrate pedestrian improvements into all 
construc�on, reconstruc�on and maintenance ac�vi�es associated with road projects.  Applied  
City-wide, the goal of the route accommoda�on process is to help achieve the Transporta�on Master 
Plan’s targets for reducing single occupancy vehicle trips.  

1.3 Class Environmental Assessment Planning and Design Process 
Municipal road and transit projects must meet the requirements of the Ontario EA Act.  The Municipal 
Class EA applies to a group or “class” of municipal projects which occur frequently and have rela�vely 
minor and predictable impacts.  These projects are approved under the EA Act, as long as they are 
planned, designed and constructed according to the requirements of the Class EA document. 
 
The Class EA planning and design process is illustrated in Figure 2.  
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Figure 2: Class EA Planning and Design Process 

 
The specific requirements of the Municipal Class EA depend on the type of project, its complexity and 
the significance of its environmental impacts.  Three categories of projects are iden�fied in the Class EA: 

• Schedule A projects are the least complex and mostly consist of normal opera�onal and 
maintenance ac�vi�es.  Schedule A+ projects, such as streetscaping, localized opera�onal 
improvements and changes to pavement markings for parking, turning lanes and bike lanes are 
also pre-approved but the public must be advised.  Sec�on A.1.2.2 of the Class EA includes 
various methods for public no�fica�on. 

• Schedule B projects are more complex and generally include minor expansions to exis�ng 
facili�es.  These projects are approved provided they follow Phases 1 and 2 of the Class EA 
process and are subject to an environmental screening.  An example of a Schedule B road project 
is a new water crossing cos�ng less than $2.4M.  The construc�on of a new transit sta�on 
adjacent to a residen�al area or environmentally sensi�ve area is another example of a Schedule 
B project. 

• Schedule C projects are the most complex and consist of new facili�es or major expansions to 
exis�ng facili�es.  These projects must follow all five phases of the Class EA process and require 
the prepara�on of an Environmental Study Report (ESR).  

 
The Waterdown TMP was completed as a Master Plan under the Municipal Class EA.  Integra�ng 
infrastructure planning with environmental assessment planning principles, a Transporta�on Master 
Plan typically includes a series of Schedule A, A+, B and C road and transit projects to be implemented 
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over an extended period of �me. As required by the Class EA, the TMP followed Phases 1 and 2 of the 
Municipal Class EA process, as shown on Figure 2: 

• Phase 1 of the Class EA process, “Problem/Opportunity”, is summarized in Sec�on 3 of this 
report and involved the prepara�on of a Problem/Opportunity Statement 

• Phase 2, “Alterna�ve Solu�ons”, is summarized in Sec�on 4.  Phase 2 consisted of: 
o The development of alterna�ve solu�ons to the problems and opportuni�es iden�fied in 

Phase 1 
o The prepara�on of an overview of exis�ng condi�ons poten�ally affected by the 

alterna�ve solu�ons, as summarized in Sec�on 2 of this report.  The overview was also 
used to prepare the Problem/Opportunity Statement 

o Evalua�ons of the impacts of the alterna�ve solu�ons on all aspects of the environment 
to iden�fy recommended solu�ons.  Recommended solu�ons were then carried forward 
and further developed into specific road and transit projects   

o At the end of Phase 2, specific road, transit and ac�ve transporta�on projects, along 
with safety improvements, were recommended for implementa�on.  These projects, 
along with a �me frame for implementa�on, were then “put together” to form the 
Waterdown TMP.  A summary of the recommended projects is included in Sec�on 6  

• Public and agency consulta�on occurred throughout the project, as summarized in Sec�on 5 of 
this report. 

 
The Waterdown TMP followed Approach #2 for Master Plans, as outlined in the Municipal Class EA.  
Approach #2 requires that the TMP, accompanied by a No�ce of Comple�on, be placed on the “public 
record” for 30 days to provide the public and agencies an opportunity to review the TMP and provide 
comments.    
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2.0 Existing and Future Conditions  
Sec�on 2 is an overview of exis�ng and future condi�ons poten�ally affected by the alterna�ve 
transporta�on solu�ons developed for the TMP. 

2.1 Land Uses, Population Growth and Development Trends 
A fast-growing community in the City of Hamilton, Waterdown currently func�ons as a “bedroom 
community” for its many residents who commute to work in nearby urban centres, such as downtown 
Hamilton, Burlington and Oakville.  Significant growth has occurred in Waterdown over the past 25 years 
as new residents and businesses con�nue to be atracted by its pleasant small-town atmosphere, 
historically significant downtown and picturesque se�ng on the Niagara Escarpment.  According to 
Sta�s�cs Canada census data, the popula�on grew by 70% from 11,632 in 1996 to 19,818 in 2016.3 
 
With a land area of only 10 km2, Waterdown had a popula�on density of 1,982 persons per km2 in 2016. 
Development consists of the historic downtown core, centred on Dundas Street and Mill Street, 
surrounded by older residen�al neighbourhoods and newer suburban development.  Commercial areas 
include the downtown, neighbourhood and community shopping plazas.  Large format retail stores are 
located near Highway 6, north and south of Dundas Street, including the Flamborough South Centre. 
Waterdown has a compact urban form.  Local atrac�ons include the Souharrisen Natural Area, Niagara 
Escarpment and Smokey Hollow Falls on Grindstone Creek. 
 
Waterdown has also recently atracted major companies, indica�ng that its role as a “bedroom 
community” is changing.  Stryker Canada, one of the world’s leading medical technology companies, 
established its headquarters in Waterdown in 2019 with 200 jobs.  A new facility for L3 Wescam, a 
leader in aerospace, homeland security and defence technology, is currently under construc�on and is 
expected to employ 1,500 people.  These local employment opportuni�es will allow more people to live 
closer to work, making transit and ac�ve transporta�on, like walking and cycling, viable alterna�ves to 
car use. 
 
Waterdown is expected to con�nue to grow.  The City of Hamilton’s Growth-Related Integrated 
Development Study (GRIDS) indicates that Waterdown’s popula�on will increase by 63% from 19,818 
residents in 2016 to 32,394 residents by the year 2031.  According to GRIDS projec�ons, employment is 
expected to grow by 7% from 2021 to 2031, when Waterdown will have 9,505 jobs. 

3 2016 census data is the most up-to-date data from Statistics Canada.  
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2.2 Future Land Uses 
Sec�on 2.2 provides an overview of municipal and provincial planning policies that apply to future land 
and transporta�on infrastructure development in Waterdown. 

2.2.1 City of Hamilton Official Plan 

The UHOP was adopted by Council in 2009.  The plan provides direc�on and guidance on the 
management of the community, land use change and physical development to the year 2031. There are 
three Secondary Plans in Waterdown which are part of the UHOP, the West Waterdown Secondary Plan, 
the Waterdown North Secondary Plan, and the Waterdown South Secondary Plan: 

• The West Waterdown Secondary Planning Area is located west of Hamilton Street between 
Dundas Street and Parkside Drive.  Part of a recently developed area, the Secondary Plan 
provides for a mix of low and medium density residen�al uses, along with local and 
neighbourhood commercial uses, ins�tu�onal uses and parks and open space. 

• The Waterdown North Secondary Planning Area is a developing area bordered by the urban 
boundary on the north, Centre Road on the east, Parkside Drive on the south and a pipeline 
easement on the west.   The goal of the Secondary Plan is to create a “compact, safe, func�onal 
and atrac�ve urban environment” with a mix of housing types and a mixed use 
residen�al/commercial centre.  Integrated pedestrian and cycling facili�es and parks and open 
space are also encouraged.  An important objec�ve of the Secondary Plan is the implementa�on 
of North Waterdown Drive, as recommended by the Waterdown/Aldershot Transporta�on 
Master Plan. 

• The Waterdown South Planning Area, south of Dundas Street to Mountain Brow Road, is located 
adjacent to the Niagara Escarpment.  The Secondary Plan allows a range of residen�al uses and 
limited commercial uses that respect and enhance the escarpment, Grindstone Creek and other 
creeks and environment significant areas.  Ac�ve transporta�on is encouraged by the plan. 

 
The ongoing Waterdown Community Node Secondary Plan Study will result in the crea�on of a fourth 
Secondary Plan in the central Waterdown area. This area contains a concentra�on of services, shops, 
residen�al uses and other facili�es serving as a focal point for the surrounding community. This study, 
currently underway, is described in the next sec�on (Sec�on 2.2.2). 
 
Sec�on C.4.0 of the UHOP refers to policies related to the integrated transporta�on network for the City 
of Hamilton. The op�ons on the roadway network include, transit, ac�ve transporta�on (non-motorized 
movements), commercial vehicles and automobiles. As stated in this sec�on, the transporta�on network 
and land uses are mutually inclusive; land uses are connected and accessible through the transporta�on 
network. Objec�ves and policies related to integrated transporta�on network, urban design and 
complete streets, barrier free transporta�on, new transporta�on corridors, ac�ve transporta�on 
networks, public transit networks and traffic management are outlined in Sec�on C.4.0.  
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Schedule C, Func�onal Road Classifica�ons, in the UHOP, classifies roads in Waterdown as follows: 
• Highway 6 is a “Provincial Highway” 
• Dundas Street is a “Major Arterial” 
• North Waterdown Drive, Parkside Drive, Hamilton Street and Clappison Drive are “Minor 

Arterials” 
• Main Street North is a “Collector” 
• All other roads in Waterdown are local roads. 

2.2.2 Waterdown Community Node Secondary Plan Study 

An important objec�ve of the Waterdown TMP is to support the Secondary Plan, currently underway. 
Public and focus group mee�ngs held for the TMP were coordinated with the Secondary Plan Study to 
reach poten�al stakeholders interested in both projects.  Figure 3 shows the Secondary Plan Study Area. 
 
The significant growth expected to occur in Waterdown over the next 20 years will impact the form and 
func�on of the downtown core.  As noted on the City’s website: 
 
“The purpose of the Waterdown Community Node Secondary Plan Study is to create a clear vision for 
how the area should evolve in the future, and to establish policies to implement that vision. This will 
help manage change and redevelopment by providing direc�on on the desired mix of uses, height, 
density, built form, and urban design within the area.”  
 

htps://www.hamilton.ca/city-planning/planning-community/waterdown-community-node-secondary-plan-study 

 
Important goals of the Secondary Plan are to protect the heritage characteris�cs of the historic 
downtown, develop urban design guidelines for redevelopment, appropriately integrate older areas of 
Waterdown with newly developing areas and address concerns related to traffic and access in the area.  
 
A Background Report on the Secondary Plan was prepared in 2018.  The Secondary Plan is expected to 
be completed in 2022, in conjunc�on with the TMP. 
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Figure 3: Waterdown Community Node Secondary Plan Study Area 

2.2.3 Niagara Escarpment Plan 

The community of Waterdown is surrounded on the south and east sides by the Niagara Escarpment.  
Under the jurisdic�on of the Niagara Escarpment Commission, the Niagara Escarpment Plan designates 
the escarpment and the valleylands of Grindstone Creek, as “Escarpment Natural Area” and 
“Escarpment Protec�on Area”.  The rest of Waterdown is designated as “Urban Area” or “Escarpment 
Rural Area”.  The following policies are relevant to the Waterdown TMP: 

• Any infrastructure, as defined by the Niagara Escarpment Plan, in Natural Areas must be planned 
and designed to minimize nega�ve impacts on the escarpment environment.  Infrastructure 
should avoid “Escarpment Natural Areas”  

• Adequate public access, including trails, walkways, etc., should be provided from the “Urban 
Area” to the escarpment.  Development in the “Urban Area” must meet the plan’s criteria for 
protec�ng, restoring and, where possible, enhancing the escarpment environment. 
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2.2.4 The Greenbelt Plan  

This Provincial Plan came into effect in 2017 and applies to a significant amount of land surrounding 
urban areas in the Greater Golden Horseshoe (GGH).  The intent of the plan is to permanently protect 
the agricultural land base and ecological features and func�ons of the Greenbelt.  A large por�on of 
Waterdown, north of Dundas Street and west of Hamilton Road is part of the Greenbelt Plan but is 
designated “Towns and Villages” in the Greenbelt Plan.  In these areas, the plan defers to local municipal 
Official Plans to govern land use. 

2.2.5 Provincial Policy Statement, 2020 

The new Provincial Policy Statement (PPS), issued under the Planning Act, came into effect on  
May 1, 2020.  In the exercise of any authority that affects a planning mater, the Planning Act requires 
that decisions affec�ng these maters “shall be consistent” with the PPS.  The PPS provides for 
appropriate development while protec�ng provincial interests, public health and safety and the quality 
of the natural and built environment.  
 
The PPS emphasizes the importance of efficient development paterns that op�mize the use of land, 
resources and public investment in infrastructure and public services.  To accomplish this, the PPS 
promotes the concept of “complete communi�es” where people can live, work, shop and play.  The 
policies encourage a mix of housing types, land uses, employment opportuni�es and an urban form that 
supports transit and ac�ve transporta�on, such as walking and cycling, before other modes of travel.  
 
Sec�on 1.6 of the PPS requires that planning for infrastructure, including transit and transporta�on 
corridors and facili�es, be co-ordinated and integrated with land use planning and growth management.  
Relevant PPS policies for “Transporta�on Systems” (Sec�on 1.6.7) and “Transporta�on and 
Infrastructure Corridors” (Sec�on 1.6.8) include the following: 

• Transporta�on systems should be safe, energy efficient, facilitate the movement of people and 
goods, and appropriate to address projected needs 

• Efficient use should be made of exis�ng and planned infrastructure through the use of 
transporta�on demand management strategies, where feasible 

• As part of a mul�modal transporta�on system, connec�vity within and among transporta�on 
systems and modes should be maintained and, where possible, improved 

• Planning authori�es shall plan for and protect corridors and rights-of-way for transporta�on 
infrastructure to meet current and projected needs 

• Major goods movement facili�es and corridors shall be protected for the long term. 
 
When planning transporta�on infrastructure, Sec�on 1.6.8 of the PPS requires that considera�on be 
given to the significant resources iden�fied in Sec�on 2 of the PPS, “Wise Use and Management of 
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Resources”.  Significant resources poten�ally affected by the alterna�ve solu�ons iden�fied and 
evaluated in the Waterdown TMP include: 

• Natural heritage resources, such as the significant woodlands along Grindstone Creek.  The PPS 
requires that these resources be protected 

• Water resources, including surface water.  The PPS requires that water quality be protected, 
improved or restored 

• Cultural heritage resources, including significant built heritage resources and significant cultural 
landscapes.  In Waterdown, these include designated heritage proper�es in the core and Mill 
Street Heritage Conserva�on District.  The PPS requires that these resources, along with 
archaeological resources, be conserved. 

2.3 Cultural Heritage Resources 

2.3.1 Built Heritage and Cultural Heritage Landscapes 

As noted in the Background Report on the Waterdown Community Node Secondary Plan, “the historic 
village of Waterdown is an old community, rich with history and heritage”.  Early development in the 
village was centred on Dundas Street and Mill Street and the Smokey Hollow mill site at Grindstone 
Creek Falls.  Originally named the “Governor’s Road”, Dundas Street was a major military road laid out 
by Lt. Governor John Graves Simcoe in the 1790’s from York (Toronto) to Dundas.  The purpose of the 
road was to encourage setlement and deter Americans from expanding into Upper Canada. During the 
19th century, the village became a thriving industrial and agricultural centre and was incorporated in 
1878.  By 1900, it had a popula�on of 800 people. 
 
First setled by United Empire Loyalists fleeing the United States, early Euro-Canadian setlement is 
represented in Waterdown by the surviving built heritage and street and lo�ng paterns, a significant 
concentra�on of pre-Confedera�on buildings and a variety of historical residen�al, commercial, 
ins�tu�onal and industrial buildings. Significant cultural heritage resources iden�fied in the Municipal 
Heritage Register, as of March 2021, included the following areas and proper�es designated under the 
Ontario Heritage Act: 

• The Mill Street Heritage Conserva�on District with 111 proper�es is a significant cultural 
heritage landscape 

• Seven individually designated proper�es are located in the core area, including two on Dundas 
Street East (Chestnut Grove at 315 and Waterdown Memorial Hall at 317), Hamilton Street 
North (Vimy Memorial Oak Tree at 79), two on Main Street North (Waterdown McGill House at 
173) and South (former Waterdown Post Office at 31) and one on Mill Street North (former East 
Flamborough Township Hall at 25) 

• Two non-designated proper�es listed on the Municipal Heritage Register are located at  
297 Dundas Street East and 307-309 Dundas Street East. 
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The City’s on-going Waterdown Village Built Heritage Inventory iden�fied several poten�al cultural 
heritage landscapes, as shown on Figure 4.  

• The historic village of Waterdown, bordered by Parkside Drive, First Street, Mountain Brow Road 
and Hamilton Street 

• The Souharrisen Natural Area consists of 55 acres of land along the south side of Dundas Street, 
east of Grindstone Creek.  Dedicated by the Chief of the Mississaugas of the New Credit First 
Na�on and the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario in 2014, it is a significant area with 104 
indigenous archaeological sites.  It also includes the founda�ons of an early 19th century dwelling 
that may have been used by Waterdown’s first setlers 

• Smokey Hollow, including the mill site and Grindstone Creek 
• Main Street, Dundas Street, Board Street and Vinegar Hill. 

 

 
Figure 4: Waterdown Village Built Heritage Inventory 

2.3.2 Archaeology 

According to the UHOP Appendix F-4 and the Background Report on the Waterdown Community Node 
Secondary Plan, Waterdown and the surrounding area has poten�al for the discovery of archaeological 
resources, including Indigenous and Euro-Canadian sites based on the presence of significant resources 
like the Souharrisen Natural Area, water and food sources and early transporta�on routes. 
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The Waterdown-Flamborough area was home to the Chonnonton Na�on, as early as 7,500 B.C. 
Devastated by European diseases brought by fur traders in the 1600’s, they were driven out of the area 
during the Wendat-Haudenosaunee War around 1650. 

2.4 Natural Heritage Resources 
The UHOP designates Key Natural Heritage Features, such as “Significant Woodlands” along Grindstone 
Creek and Borer’s Creek.  The Niagara Escarpment is also designated as a key area.  Other natural 
heritage features designated throughout Waterdown by the Official Plan include streams, core areas, 
linkages and parks and open space. 

2.5 Existing Road Network 

2.5.1 Public Concerns  

A year prior to retaining Dillon to complete the Waterdown TMP, the City began gathering informa�on 
on transporta�on related concerns from residents, business owners and media reports.  Over 50 
comments, complaints and concerns were received prior to the start of the study. The following list 
provides a high level overview of the concerns raised and was used as a basis for developing the TMP: 
 
Traffic Conges�on: 

• Dundas Street between Hamilton Street and Mill Street – AM and PM peak periods 
• Mill Street (northbound) at Dundas Street – PM peak period 
• Right turn from Dundas Street onto Avonsyde Boulevard. 

 
Neighbourhood Traffic infiltra�on: 

• Spring Creek Drive 
• Hollybush Drive 
• Nisbet Boulevard 
• Main Street North. 

 
Speeding: 

• Riley Street 
• Brian Boulevard 
• Main Street North.  

 
Safety: 

• Concerns for accessibility and pedestrian safety with requests for traffic calming measures 
• Concerns on Mill Street South in the Smokey Hollow area 
• Road curves – Brian Boulevard 
• School crossing – Guy Brown School (Brian Boulevard at Longyear Drive) 
• Le� turn from Boulding Avenue onto Parkside Drive during PM peak period. 
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2.5.2 Methodology and Data Sources 

A desktop analysis was completed to assess exis�ng traffic condi�ons in Waterdown. Data sources 
included the following: 

• Traffic counts provided by the City using the MS2 Transporta�on Data Management System. 
Traffic counts for the Waterdown TMP were collected in fall 2018.  Two loca�ons were collected 
in 2017 and increased by 2% to bring them on par with the 2018 counts. 

• The 2016 Transporta�on Tomorrow Survey (TTS), consis�ng of travel informa�on used to plan 
improvements to road and transporta�on facili�es for pedestrians, cyclists, public transit users, 
goods movement, and drivers in the GGH Region. 

• 2016 Canada Census data, including age, sex, income, journey to work, popula�on, and dwelling 
counts. Since Waterdown is located in the City of Hamilton and does not have its own separate 
census tract, data was extracted from the three census tracts that make up the town 
(5370140.02, 5370140.03 and 5370140.04). 

• Streetlight Data mines “big data” data sources from GPS and cellphone tracking data. This  
high-quality set of data can be queried for any �me period for any size of area and with sufficient 
control to examine local and city-wide mobility issues.  Since the data is collected over a very 
long period, it is possible to track the true "average" condi�on or break the data down into 
specific periods (e.g., average weekday a�ernoons in the summer, typical Wednesday AM peak 
period, etc.). 

2.5.3 Exis�ng Road Network 

Figure 5 shows the exis�ng road network in Waterdown.  As shown: 
• The historic village road network, roughly bounded by Hamilton Street, Parkside Drive, First 

Street and the Niagara Escarpment, is a grid street patern, while the more recently developed 
areas surrounding the historic village are curvilinear in nature 

• Primary east-west corridors are Dundas Street East (Highway 5 East) and Parkside Drive 
• Primary north-south corridors are Highway 6 and Mill Street/Waterdown Road, and to a lesser 

degree Hamilton Street/Centre Road and Main Street/Snake Road 
• Internally, travel in Waterdown is constrained by the tributaries of Borer’s Creek and Grindstone 

Creek, while regional travel is restricted by the Niagara Escarpment south and east of the 
community. 

 
Figure 6 shows exis�ng intersec�on controls in Waterdown, including signalized intersec�ons and 
roundabouts, as well as pedestrian crossovers, and mid-block and intersec�on pedestrian crossings. The 
remaining intersec�ons are stop-controlled (not shown on the figure). 
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Hamilton BLAST Rapid Transit Network 
The City of Hamilton has approved the development of the BLAST Rapid Transit Network to serve the 
area (Figures 9 and 10). The network consists of five lines, with the L line connec�ng Waterdown 
(Highway 6 and Dundas Street) to downtown Hamilton. No current HSR route provides this connec�on. 
 
Hamilton’s Ten-Year Local Transit Strategy (2015 to 2024) suggests increasing service on the L-line 
before the exclusive BRT is implemented (which is beyond the 25-year �meframe). The strategy also 
suggests adding express bus service within the corridor.  
 
At this �me, there are no approved near-term plans for a direct local service between Waterdown and 
Downtown Hamilton before the express route is implemented. Trips between Waterdown and 
Downtown Hamilton do require use of an addi�onal service provider.  However, should the HSR 
customer choose to use Burlington Transit Route 1, a single transfer is required.  No addi�onal fare is 
charged. 
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Figure 9: Hamilton BLAST Rapid Transit Network 
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Figure 10: Rapid Transit Map (2018 Hamilton TMP) 
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Table 23: Modified Route 18 (8 km route extension) 

Route Frequency 
Annual Revenue 

Service Hours 
Total Annual 
Service Hours 

Buses Required 

Adding 8 km to the 
route length  

Base service 
frequency (15 min) 

19,105 hrs 
(+5,600 hrs ) 

25,300 hrs 
(+8,400 hrs) 

(+1 peak bus) 

Adding 8 km to the 
route length 

Improved frequency, 
hours, and Sunday 

service 

38,400 hrs 
(+25,000 hrs) 

46,400 hrs 
(+29,600 hrs) 

(+4 peak buses). 

 
A round trip travel �me of over 65 minutes is required for this route (with an addi�onal 12 minutes of 
recovery �me), poten�ally contribu�ng to increased variability. The increased travel �me and route 
circuity could be nega�vely perceived if there is litle transit demand accommodated in the expanded 
service areas. Alterna�vely, the route can be split into two separate routes serving the east and west 
sides of Waterdown, but this would require transfers for passengers travelling and is not recommended.  
 

The TMP recommends that Route 18 be modified to beter serve the community core. Opportuni�es to 
expand the service, such as ASD, can be explored to ensure good community coverage.  Increased fixed 
route services can also be explored if higher than expected transit demand occurs. 
 
Op�on C, Improve Regional Transit Connec�ons 
Planned transit infrastructure and services for accommoda�ng regional travel demand include the 
Dundas BRT and Hamilton’s BLAST rapid transit network. It is currently unknown if, where, and how the 
two systems will connect or the �ming of implementa�on.  
 
Most people in Waterdown work out of town in downtown Hamilton, Burlington and Oakville. For these 
work trips to be accommodated by transit, a reasonable alterna�ve to the car is required.  Un�l BLAST is 
implemented, the network between Waterdown and downtown Hamilton will con�nue to be deficient. 
To serve employment areas and emerging development, an interim route could be provided along 
Highway 6/Plains Road to connect the west side of Waterdown to downtown Hamilton.  This near-term 
transit route would benefit employment growth, allowing employees to avoid transfers to/from  
Route 18.  
 
Recognizing that the �ming of the Dundas BRT is also unknown, regional connec�ons to Burlington could 
be improved in the interim.  A new regional route was iden�fied from the GO Park and Ride lot on 
Dundas Street at Highway 407 through Waterdown to Highway 6.  Although this route would not expand 
coverage in Waterdown (as it would duplicate por�ons of Route 18), it would beter distribute 
passenger demand, with poten�ally less need for bus-bus transfers.  
 
Opera�on of Op�on C along Dundas Street into Burlington would be subject to cross-boundary 
discussions with the City of Burlington to determine how the addi�onal net opera�ng cost would be 
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managed.  The recent introduc�on of all-day GO Rail service from West Harbour Sta�on to Aldershot 
Sta�on may provide some customers requiring an atrac�ve way to travel to/from Waterdown-
Downtown Hamilton with an alterna�ve.  It is understood that a regional service on Dundas may seem 
redundant with the introduc�on of all-day go service; however that would s�ll rely on connec�ons 
through Aldershot Sta�on. While this may be suitable for longer regional trips, it would not provide easy 
transit connec�ons to the surrounding adjacent community, and would limit user op�ons making transit 
seem less atrac�ve. It is recommended to con�nue to pursue discussions with Metrolinx and City of 
Burlington to beter integrate transit to /from Waterdown.  
 
To serve regional trips in advance of BLAST and Dundas BRT, the TMP recommends a regional route that 
connects Burlington, Waterdown and downtown Hamilton via Dundas Street and Highway 6, as shown 
on Figure 34. This route will ensure that residents maintain good access to the Aldershot GO train 
Sta�on via the exis�ng Route 18, with added connec�ons to downtown Hamilton, as well as the GO Bus 
network at the GO Bus Park and Ride (PNR).  
 

Annual revenue service hours to provide the service is as follows: 
 

Table 24: New Regional Transit Route 

Distance Round Trip 
Travel Time Span Frequency 

Annual 
Revenue 

Hours 

Total 
Annual 
Hours 

Buses 

20.6 km (one way 
from GO 
407/Dundas PNR to 
Hamilton DT) 

99 minutes + 
15 min layover 

Weekday from 5:00 
a.m.  – midnight 15 min 31,312 hrs 38,000 hrs eight buses 

Saturday from 5:00 
a.m.  – midnight 15 min 5,415 hrs 6,572 hrs eight buses 

Sunday from 8:30 a.m.  
– 8:00 p.m. 15 min 4,700 hrs 5,704 hrs eight buses 

Total 15 min 41,427 hrs 50,276 hrs  
 
The hours of service noted for implemen�ng this route would accommodate passenger demand beyond 
the Waterdown limits, and should be explored in partnership with Metrolinx. 
 
Op�on D, Introduce Alterna�ve Service Delivery 
ASD models offer municipali�es and transporta�on operators a different way of providing public 
transporta�on. ASDs are typically characterized by one or more of the following:  

• The use of technology, such as a mobile applica�on, to book, pay for and track trips 
• Smaller vehicles, like sedans, minivans, and shutle buses, that provide demand-responsive 

service in lower demand neighbourhoods, employment areas or off-peak periods of the day 
• The use of third-party providers on an emergent or dedicated basis. 
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Pedestrian Connec�on to Smokey Hollow Waterfall 
Also shown on Figure 39, indicated by the lower red line, is a new pedestrian connec�on from Main 
Street South, through Sealey Park and over Grindstone Creek to the Smokey Hollow Waterfall, an 
important recrea�on des�na�on. This connec�on provides a significantly safer and more convenient 
access to the waterfall for Waterdown residents. The pedestrian connec�on to Smokey Hollow Waterfall 
is recommended as it contributes to addressing the problem statement for the project. However, the 
proposed pedestrian connec�on to Smokey Hollow Waterfall should be further studied as part of the 
City’s upcoming review of the Recrea�onal Trails Master Plan to confirm loca�on and poten�al impacts 
of the crossing. 

 Ac�ve Transporta�on Recommenda�ons 
Planned growth in Waterdown requires addi�onal ac�ve transporta�on facili�es.  These new facili�es 
will play a key role in helping to reduce automobile demand.  Significant improvements are, however, 
required to make cycling and walking a reasonable alterna�ve to car use.  To meet these demands, the 
TMP recommends the following:  
 
Planned Cycling Facili�es  

• The City review the priority rankings of planned facili�es in the City’s Cycling Mater Plan to 
evaluate if ini�a�ves for Waterdown can be advanced. When constructed, the Master Plan’s 
extensive cycling network will provide connec�ons to/from all four corners of Waterdown to 
local and regional des�na�ons, including places of employment, shopping and transit 
connec�ons. However, the most cri�cal facili�es (Dundas Street, Parkside Drive and Hamilton 
Street) have low priority rankings.  

 
Design Standards  

• The City review all planned cycling projects using Ontario Traffic Manual (OTM) Book 18 – Cycling 
Facili�es, as a minimum design standard. Designing for AAA, a na�onal and interna�onal best 
prac�ce, is recommended. 

 
New Ac�ve Transporta�on Facili�es 

• Bike Route on Barton Street and Griffin Street between Hamilton Street and Mill Street. 
• Pedestrian Connec�on to Smokey Hollow Waterfall via Main Street South / Sealy Park. 
• Ac�ve Transporta�on Crossing of Grindstone Creek between Church Street and Margret Street. 

 
Cycling and Walking Related Facili�es 

• Install public bicycle repair sta�ons at loca�ons throughout Waterdown, including downtown 
and community facili�es. 

• Expand Hamilton’s Public Bike Share system (SoBi Hamilton) to Waterdown to serve transit 
riders, commuter cyclists, recrea�onal cyclists and visitors to Waterdown. 
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• Priori�ze filling in sidewalk gaps in exis�ng and mature residen�al neighbourhoods (using 
exis�ng methods) to improve accessibility for all residents, especially the elderly and those with 
disabili�es. Infilling of sidewalk gaps shall be completed in accordance with Heritage 
Conserva�on District approval requirements and with respect to Cultural Heritage landscape 
designa�ons. 

 
Other Measures to Reduce Car Use  

• City resources and tools to educate residents and employers about carpooling, teleworking, 
flexible work hours, employer-sponsored transit pass subsidies, priority parking and other  
Incentives for carpools and cyclists. 

4.5 Solutions to Improve Safety 
This section identifies solutions for improving road safety along many corridors throughout Waterdown. 
As outlined in Section 2.5.1 and Section 5 of this report, Waterdown residents are very concerned about 
safety issues on many streets stemming from traffic infiltration, speeding and peak hour traffic 
operations.  
 
The locations identified for improvements were based on residents’ input received throughout the 
project, recommendations from City of Hamilton staff, and professional judgement. 

4.5.1 Neighbourhood Traffic Infiltra�on 

“Infiltra�on” of traffic into a neighbourhood occurs when drivers use local roadways as cut-through 
routes to avoid conges�on on arterials and collectors.  Measures to reduce infiltra�on typically involve 
reducing the travel speed, limi�ng turning movements, or other traffic calming measures that reduce the 
atrac�veness of the route as a cut-through. 
 
Table 26 shows the recommended measures to reduce traffic infiltra�on on streets throughout 
Waterdown.   
 

Table 26: Recommended Measures to Reduce Traffic Infiltration 

Roadway (in alphabe�cal order) Measures 

Barton Street (Hamilton Street South – Main Street 
South) 

Traffic calming (speed cushions) along corridor 

Braeheid Avenue (Riley Street – Parkside Drive) 
 

Traffic calming (speed cushions) along corridor 
Upgrade school crosswalk to Type-D PXO and raised 
crosswalk 

Cedar Street (Hamilton Street North – Main Street 
North) 

Remove all-way stop at Cedar Street and Fern Avenue 
Traffic calming (speed cushions) along corridor 

Church Street (Main Street North – Mill Street North) Traffic calming (speed cushion) along corridor 

Evans Road (Dundas Street – Parkside Drive) Already traffic-calmed. No further measures 
recommended 
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Roadway (in alphabe�cal order) Measures 

Griffin Street (Main Street South – Mill Street South) 

Already traffic-calmed. Turning restric�ons already in 
place during PM peak restric�ng northbound le� from 
Mill Street South to Griffin Street. No further measures 
recommended 

Hamilton Street South (Dundas Street – Barton Street) 
All-way stop recently added at Barton Street & Hamilton 
Street South intersec�on. No further measures 
recommended 

Hollybush Drive (Dundas Street – Parkside Drive) 

Traffic calming (raised centre islands) along corridor 
within por�ons of painted median. 
Upgrade pedestrian crossover (PXO) to raised crosswalk. 
On-street bike lanes to narrow travel lanes 

Main Street North (Dundas Street – Parkside Drive) Traffic calming (speed cushions) along corridor 

Main Street South (Dundas Street – Union Street) 
Painted yellow centreline. 
Traffic calming (speed cushions) along corridor 

Mill Street North (Dundas Street – Parkside Drive) Traffic calming (speed cushions) along corridor 

Riley Street (Dundas Street – Braeheid Avenue) 
Traffic calming (speed cushions) along corridor. 
Curb extensions at intersec�ons to delineate parking 
area and narrow road width. 

Union Street (Main Street South – Mill Street South) 
Raised median on Mill Street South recently added to 
physically restrict movements to right-in, right-out only 

4.5.2 Neighbourhood Speeding/Traffic Calming 

Neighbourhood speeding issues are raised by residents who perceive that passing vehicles are regularly 
exceeding the posted speed limit along various corridors within Waterdown.  The measures 
recommended in Table 27 involve changes to roadway width, speed cushions, and other approaches to 
reduce vehicle opera�ng speeds. 
 

Table 27: Recommended Measures to Reduce Speeding 

Roadway (in alphabe�cal order) Measures 

Avonsyde Boulevard (Dundas Street – Parkside Drive) 
Addi�onal speed limit signage along corridor. 
Permanent speed reader (speed display) boards in both 
direc�ons. 

Boulding Avenue (Burke Street – Parkside Drive) 
Curb extensions at intersec�ons to delineate on-street 
parking areas and narrow road width. 

Braeheid Avenue (Riley Street – Parkside Drive) 
Traffic calming (5 speed cushions) along corridor. 
Upgrade exis�ng school crosswalk to Type-D PXO raised 
crosswalk. 

Brian Boulevard (Ryans Way – Braeheid Avenue) Already traffic-calmed. No further recommenda�ons. 
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Roadway (in alphabe�cal order) Measures 

Burke Street (Skinner Road - Boulding Avenue) 

Pavement markings as per ul�mate design. 
Remove exis�ng school crosswalk on south leg of 
Humphry Street/Burke Street intersec�on. 
Add pedestrian crossovers (PXO) at all legs of 
roundabout at Burke Street and Skinner Road. 

Chudleigh Street Traffic calming (7 speed cushions) along corridor. 

First Street (Dundas Street – Niska Drive) Traffic calming (3 speed cushions) along corridor. 

Forest Ridge Avenue (Spring Creek Drive – Avonsyde 
Boulevard) 

Traffic calming (2 speed cushions) along corridor. 

Hollybush Drive (Dundas Street – Parkside Drive) 

Traffic calming (raised centre islands) along corridor 
within por�ons of painted median. 
Upgrade exis�ng pedestrian crossover (PXO) to raised. 
On-street bike lanes to narrow travel lanes. 

Laurendale Avenue (Niska Drive – Boulding Avenue) Traffic calming (7 speed cushions) along corridor. 

Longyear Drive (Hollybush Drive – Brian Boulevard) Traffic calming (centreline flexposts) along corridor. 

Main Street North (Dundas Street – Parkside Drive) Traffic calming (7 speed cushions) along corridor. 

Nisbet Boulevard (Wimberly Avenue – Hamilton Street 
North) 

Pavement markings as per ul�mate design (centreline, 
on-street bike lanes, etc). 
Curb extensions at intersec�ons to delineate parking 
area and narrow road width. 
Convert exis�ng raised crosswalk on west leg of Nisbet 
Boulevard and Babcock Street to a raised pedestrian 
crossover (PXO). 

Niska Drive (First Street – Spring Creek Drive) 
Traffic calming (9 speed cushions) along corridor. 
 

Riley Street (Dundas Street – Braeheid Avenue) 
Traffic calming (2 speed cushions) along corridor. 
Curb extensions at intersec�ons to delineate parking 
area and narrow road width. 

Rockhaven Lane (Braeheid Avenue – Hamilton Street 
North) 

Traffic calming (7 speed cushions) along corridor. 

Skinner Road (Burke Street – Mallard Trail) 

Pavement markings as per ul�mate design (centreline, 
on-street bike lanes, etc.). 
Convert exis�ng school crosswalk to a raised pedestrian 
crossover (PXO) fron�ng St. Thomas Catholic Elementary 
School. 

Spring Creek Drive (Dundas Street – Parkside Drive) 
Traffic calming (6 speed cushions) along corridor. 
Introduce painted yellow centreline. 
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The traffic infiltra�on and traffic calming measures iden�fied in Sec�on 4.5.1 and Sec�on 4.5.2 and 
other recommenda�ons made in this report to reduce traffic conges�on and implement transporta�on 
demand management measures will work together to further reduce neighbourhood traffic infiltra�on. 

4.6 Strategic Network Capacity Alternatives 
As outlined in Section 4.3 of this report, improvements to the Dundas Street/Mill Street intersection and 
the Dundas Street/Avonsyde Blvd. intersection were recommended to increase network capacity in 
Waterdown.  Widening Dundas Street between Mill Street and Hamilton Street North to four lanes was 
not recommended due to its potential adverse impacts. 
 
To more thoroughly address the issue of network capacity for vehicular traffic, five strategic network 
alternatives were developed and reviewed. As shown on Figure 40, the five alternatives are: 

• The Highway 6/Highway 5 intersec�on is currently a signalized intersec�on.  To deal with 
conges�on at the intersec�on, MTO is currently preparing a Class EA and Detailed Design Study 
of a new interchange at Highway 6/Highway 5 to replace the signalized intersec�on.  The �ming 
of construc�on has yet to be determined. Three alterna�ves were developed to increase 
capacity on the west side of Waterdown in the vicinity of the planned interchange: 

o Alterna�ve 1, Extend Clappison Avenue from North Waterdown Drive to Parkside Drive  
o Alterna�ve 2, Delay the North Waterdown Drive connec�on to Highway 6 
o Alterna�ve 3, Close Parkside Drive at Highway 6. 
o Alterna�ve 4, Connect Main Street North to Centre Road/Hamilton Street North 
o Alterna�ve 5, Convert Mill Street South to one-way (four op�ons). 

4.6.1 Future Base Network 

As outlined in Section 2.10.2, several road improvements are planned for implementation prior to the 
2031 horizon, as shown on Figure 41.  Testing of the strategic network alternatives assumed that the 
following improvements are part of the future base network: 

• North Waterdown Drive, a new east/west roadway, from Parkside Drive to Highway 6, including 
neighbourhood connec�ons 

• New north/south road from Dundas Street, along Burke Street to Mountain Brow Road,  Part of 
the planned Waterdown Road Corridor, this project also removes a sec�on of Mountain Brow 
Road between the north/south bypass and King Road 

• New Mountainview Heights neighbourhood road connec�ons to Dundas Street and a connec�on 
to the new north/south road 

• Clappison Avenue Extension to Parkside Drive. 
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Figure 41: Future Base Network Changes 

 
Figures 42 and 43 show roadway volumes and volume to capacity ratio (v/c ratio) for the 2031 AM and 
PM peak hours, respectively, for the future base network. The v/c ratio in both figures shows very few 
capacity issues in Waterdown, as a whole: 

• the AM network shows no roadways in Waterdown with a v/c ra�o higher than 0.8, meaning 
there is sufficient capacity for cars on the vast majority of roads 

• Overall, the PM assignment shows that very few roadways have a v/c ra�o higher than 0.85, 
although there are some links with v/c ra�os in excess of the available capacity. 

 
Capacity problems shown on the figures are: 

• Volumes along Dundas Street in the downtown (between Mill Street and Hamilton Street) were 
in the range of 750-800 vehicles in each direc�on. Although movement between intersec�ons 
causes conges�on in the area, the strategic analysis shows that it will likely not be significant 

• Through the downtown core, volumes exceed 1000 vehicles in the westbound direc�on between 
Mill Street and Hamilton Street. Two significant commu�ng corridors (Dundas Street and Mill 
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Street/Waterdown Road) come together at a signalised intersec�on causing conges�on. Delays 
moving through the area are a daily occurrence during the PM peak hour 

• Of par�cular concern during the PM hour, is westbound travel along Dundas Street with v/c 
ra�os exceeding 1.0 east of Evans Road (at the entrance to the new Mountainview Heights 
subdivision) and through the downtown 

• East of Evans Road, Dundas Street may be over capacity outside Waterdown due to the 
significant new demand created by the Mountainview Heights subdivision. This is similar to 
exis�ng travel paterns in Waterdown where the largest group of commuters leave to the east in 
the AM (39%) and return from the east in the PM (35%) 

• The northbound direc�on on Mill Street was also shown to operate in excess of available 
capacity.  

 

 
Figure 42: Future Base Network – Volumes and V/C Ratio – 2031 AM 
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Figure 43: Future Base Network – Volumes and V/C Ratio – 2031 PM 

 
Figure 44 shows the routes taken by vehicles travelling westbound on Dundas west of Evans Road in the 
2031 PM peak hour. The figure illustrates the following about westbound travel in Waterdown during 
the PM peak hour: 

• Approximately 14% of westbound vehicles travel completely through Waterdown to points west, 
south, and north of the community. Most leave the Study Area via Highway 5 west 

• Travel to des�na�ons north of Waterdown make up approximately 2% of traffic entering from 
the east. This is in line with exis�ng travel paterns shown by cell phone and GPS tracking. 
Notably, most of these vehicles travel along Robson Road and Concession 5 to access Highway 6 
northbound 

• Approximately 25% of the 1,580 westbound vehicles travel to the new Mountainview subdivision 
• The remainder of demand travelling westbound (approximately 60%) on this sec�on of Dundas 

Street travel to des�na�ons in Waterdown. 
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Since the AM peak hour shows no significant capacity issues at a strategic level, the analysis of the five 
strategic network alterna�ves focuses mostly on PM peak hour performance. 
 

 
Figure 44: Travel Routes for Westbound Vehicles on Dundas Street – West of Evans Road 
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4.6.2 Evalua�on of Alterna�ves 

 Alterna�ve 1 – Extend Clappison Avenue from Parkside Drive to the future North Waterdown 
Drive 
Alterna�ve 1 extends Clappison Avenue from Parkside Drive to the future North Waterdown Drive, as 
shown on Figure 45.  Similar to the sec�on of Clappison Avenue to the south, the extension will be a 
signalised arterial with a four-lane cross-sec�on with a capacity of 2000 vehicles per direc�on. 
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Figure 52 presents the volume and v/c ra�o for roadways in the vicinity of Alterna�ve 3. 
 

 
Figure 52: Alternative 3 – Volume and V/C Ratio – 2031 PM Peak Hour 

 
As shown on the figure, the removal of the Parkside Drive connection to Highway 6 causes a shift of 
approximately 570 westbound vehicles and 410 eastbound vehicles to other corridors. North 
Waterdown Drive receives approximately 215 westbound vehicles, and 60 eastbound vehicles during 
the PM peak hour. It was still shown to operate at a v/c ratio of less than 0.5 in both directions, 
indicating that it will operate well during the PM peak hour. Dundas Street receives the remainder of 
diverted volume, pushing the v/c ratio for the westbound direction higher than 0.85 during the PM peak 
hour.  This shows that there will likely be minor daily congestion on the westbound section approaching 
Highway 6.  
 
The removal of the connection to Highway 6 also increases northbound and southbound volume on 
Clappison Drive since vehicles will access Highway 6 from Dundas Street instead of from Parkside Drive. 
This increases the future westbound left turn from Dundas Street to southbound Highway 6 by  
190 vehicles during the PM peak hour. Since the intersection already has a double left turn in the 
westbound direction, this movement will likely experience congestion during peak hours. Additional 
capacity for westbound left turns will likely be required, either by adjustments to signal controls or 
physical intervention. 
 
The closure of the Parkside Drive connec�on to Highway 6 did not significantly nega�vely affect 
roadways in the vicinity but Dundas Street westbound may experience addi�onal conges�on as it 
approaches Highway 6. There is also poten�al for increased opera�onal issues at the Dundas 
Street/Highway 6 intersec�on.  For these reasons, Alterna�ve 3 was not recommended as a strategy to 
improve network capacity. 
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 Alterna�ve 4 – Connect Main Street North Centre Road/Hamilton Street North 
Alterna�ve 2 restores the former connec�on between Main Street and Centre Road/Hamilton Street 
north of Parkside Drive. Currently, Main Street ends as a cul-de-sac just east of Hamilton Street. With 
this alterna�ve, Main Street will be connected as the fourth leg of the intersec�on of Hamilton Street 
and Nisbet Boulevard, as shown on Figure 53. 
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Figure 54 shows volumes and v/c ratios in the vicinity of the new connection.  As shown: 
• The new connec�on provides some localised shi�s in volume. Volume on Main Street south of 

Parkside Drive increases significantly in the northbound direc�on (60 vehicles or approximately 
85%). This provides a slight benefit to Hamilton Street, as volume is reduced on the busiest 
segment in the vicinity of White Oak Drive.  However, this sec�on operates under the available 
capacity without the extension of Main Street 

• There was no change to eastbound or westbound volumes on Dundas Street showing that the 
connec�on does not serve a strategic purpose for those moving north-south through the area 

• The most significant impact on volumes is on the sec�on of Main Street between Parkside Drive 
and Nisbet Boulevard where there would be a tenfold increase in traffic. Residents who formerly 
lived on a quiet cul-de-sac would now live on an ac�ve through route, greatly changing the 
character of the neighbourhood. 
 

 
Figure 54: Alternative 4 – Volume and V/C Ratio – 2031 PM Peak Hour 

 
Overall, the new connec�on does not significantly improve mobility or access in the area. The segments 
most affected by shi�s in travel paterns did not need relief or addi�onal capacity. The new connec�on 
will increase through volumes on lower order facili�es and reduce volumes on Hamilton Street, which, 
as a major arterial, should serve this purpose instead.  For these reasons, Alterna�ve 4 was not 
recommended as a strategy to improve network capacity. 

 Alterna�ve 5 – Convert Mill Street to One-Way 
Alterna�ve 5 inves�gated op�ons for conver�ng Mill Street to a one-way street, as shown on Figure 55. 
The following four options were developed: 

• Southbound Only between Parkside Drive and Dundas Street 
• Northbound Only between Parkside Drive and Dundas Street 
• Southbound Only between Church Street and Dundas Street 
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• Northbound Only between Church Street and Dundas Street. 
 
South of Dundas Street, Mill Street provides an essen�al connec�on to employment, shopping, and 
other communi�es south of Highway 403 and to the east. A por�on of Mill Street South, south of 
Dundas Street is also in the Heritage Conserva�on District.  North of Dundas Street, Mill Street is a 
designated Heritage Conserva�on District.  Although the character of the street north of Dundas Street 
changes to a residen�al collector with schools, churches, and homes lining the street, it provides more 
of an arterial func�on.  This is not compa�ble with the Heritage Conserva�on District and the residen�al 
character of the area.  Based on this, there may be some benefit to limi�ng traffic on Mill Street by 
conver�ng parts of it to a one-way street. 
 
While Options 1 and 2 provide a consistent directionality to Mill Street between Dundas and Parkside 
Drive, Options 3 and 4 limit access to Mill Street while maintaining a two-way operation to the north for 
the convenience of residents and businesses. 
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Figure 56 presents side-by-side volume and v/c ratio results from the model’s assignment of the Future 
Base model and Options 1 and 2 – the two full-length options. 
 

 
Figure 56: Alternative 5 – Volume and V/C Ratio – 2031 PM Peak Hour – Options 1 and 2 

 
As shown on the figure, volume along Mill Street in the Future Base scenario is not significant in the PM 
peak hour. The volume travelling all the way through the corridor between Parkside Drive and Dundas 
Street is minimal. Main Street to the west, provides distance and time savings for vehicles headed 
between points in the northwest and Mill Street south of Dundas Street, thus acting as a more attractive 
through route. 
 
Although neither option changes the volume on Mill Street significantly, both options push volume to 
Main Street, depending on the direction of the restriction.  However, if the goal is to minimize overall 
traffic on Mill Street, Option 1 provides the largest diversion of traffic to other corridors. The one-way 
street’s impact on convenience for residents, students, and businesses may not prove to be worth the 
effort, however. 
 
Figure 57 shows the volume and v/c ra�o for Op�ons 3 and 4 in the vicinity of Mill Street. 
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Figure 57:  Alternative 5 – Volume and V/C Ratio – 2031 PM Peak Hour – Options 3 and 4 

 
Apart from slight differences at the north end of the corridor, Options 3 and 4 are indistinguishable from 
Options 1 and 2. Providing a short segment of one-way roadway at the south end was shown to be 
equally as effective in diverting traffic from the corridor as the full-length options. 
 
Logically, providing a short southbound section south of Church Street (Option 3) would make the most 
sense. Mill Street is continuous north-south across Dundas Street, so it would be tempting for motorists 
heading northbound to continue straight up to Parkside Drive to avoid congestion on Dundas Street. In 
the southbound direction, Mill Street already requires motorists to divert away from more direct routes, 
which decreases its utility for southbound through trips. 
 
Treatment of the southbound section could be accomplished through narrowing the section to a single 
southbound lane. This would provide an attractive gateway treatment at the south end of the 
neighbourhood and inhibit northbound motorists from travelling through the area. It would also 
eliminate the ‘race track’ effect that multi-lane one-way streets can often take on, as motorists can 
easily overtake slower vehicles.  This is not appropriate in a residential area.  
 
Implemen�ng a short southbound sec�on of one-way street on Mill Street from Church Street to 
Dundas Street appears to be the most effec�ve at reducing through traffic, while minimizing impacts on 
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local residents and businesses.  However, since none of the op�ons address network capacity problems, 
changing Mill Street to a one-way street was not recommended as part of the Waterdown TMP. 

4.6.3 Summary of Strategic Network Capacity Alterna�ves 

Table 28 is a summary of the evaluation of the strategic network capacity alternatives. 
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Table 28: Supplementary Network Capacity Opportunities 

Issue/Opportunity: Capacity (Supplementary Opportuni�es)  
 Transporta�on Public Health Physical Environment Costs Recommended 

Alterna�ve 1 - Addi�on of Clappison Avenue 
between Parkside Drive and North Waterdown 
Drive* 

Good Fair Neutral Fair Yes 

Alterna�ve 2 – Delayed implementa�on of 
connec�on to Highway 6 Good Neutral Good Good No 

Alterna�ve 3 - Closure of Parkside Drive at 
Highway 6 Fair Fair Good Fair No 

Alterna�ve 4 - Main Street North connec�on to 
Centre Road/Hamilton Street North Poor Poor Neutral Fair No 

Alterna�ve 5 

Op�on 1 - Mill Street southbound-only between 
Parkside Drive and Dundas Street Good Good Neutral Poor No 

Op�on 2 - Mill Street northbound-only between 
Parkside Drive and Dundas Street Fair Good Neutral Poor No 

Op�on 3 - Mill Street southbound-only between 
Church Street and Dundas Street Good Good Neutral Fair No 

Op�on 4 - Mill Street northbound-only between 
Church Street and Dundas Street Fair Good Neutral Fair No 
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4.7 Land Use Sensitivity Test 
A land use sensitivity test was performed for two large developments in the west end of Waterdown, 
one currently under construction and one which has been applied for but has not received approval.  
The purpose of the test was to determine the impact of the developments on future forecasted travel 
demands on the surrounding road network.  The developments include: 

• L3 Harris (Wescam), the company’s new headquarters, is currently under construc�on at  
36 Dundas Street East adjacent to Clappison Avenue.  Wescam is a leader in aerospace, 
homeland security and defence technology.  With 1,500 employees, the headquarters is 
expected to generate 700 trips in the AM peak hour and 709 trips in the PM peak hour 

• iConnect, currently in the applica�on stage, is located north of Dundas Street East between 
Clappison Avenue and Highway 6.  iConnect is marketed as a complete community where people 
can live, work, shop and play.  The applica�on includes 1,822 residen�al units, a seniors’ complex 
with 165 units and a 20,550 sq. �. shopping centre. This development is expected to generate 
527 vehicle trips in the AM peak hour and 684 in the PM peak hour. 

 
The two developments add 1,297 and 1,393 trips to the AM and PM peak hour assignments, 
respectively. These trips were distributed in the model and assigned to roadways in the surrounding 
road network.  Figures 58 and 59 present the assigned volume and v/c ratio for the AM and PM peak 
hour, respectively. 
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Figure 58: Volume and V/C Ratio – Land Use Sensitivity Test – 2031 AM 
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Figure 59: Volume and V/C Ratio – Land Use Sensitivity Test – 2031 AM 

 
As shown on the figures, with the two new major developments, the section of Dundas Street East in the 
vicinity of Clappison Avenue functions within the available link capacity during the AM and PM peak 
hours.  The overall network functions well in both periods.  The developments are expected to have the 
following impacts: 

• The most significant change occurs during the AM peak hour, when the sec�on of Dundas Street 
East through downtown Waterdown exceeds the available capacity in the eastbound direc�on 

• Addi�onal pressure is also placed on the segments of Highway 6 south of Highway 5, and 
Highway 5 west of Highway 6 in both periods, if the MTO interchange is not constructed in the 
near future. 
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Although the two new developments will have some impacts on Dundas Street East and Highways 5  
and 6, both are consistent with the concept of “complete communi�es”, as encouraged by the Provincial 
Policy Statement.  Significant employment opportuni�es will be provided by Wescam.  The iConnect 
community is marketed as a complete community where people can live, work, shop and play.  As 
Waterdown as a whole con�nues to develop as more of a complete community, the impacts on  
Dundas Street and the highways may be mi�gated.  In the mean�me, the results of the sensi�vity test 
underscore the importance of providing safe, convenient, and atrac�ve infrastructure and service for 
sustainable modes (transit, walking and cycling) throughout Waterdown. 
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5.0 Public and Agency Consultation  
This sec�on of the TMP summarizes the public and agency consulta�on completed during the Class EA 
process.  Consulta�on was undertaken in accordance with the requirements of the Class EA process. The 
City of Hamilton maintained a project contact list and circulated project no�fica�ons to members of the 
public, agencies, interest groups and Indigenous Communi�es throughout the project, as outlined 
below. Public and agency consulta�on materials referred to in Sec�on 5 are included in Appendix B.  
 
The City of Hamilton website for the Waterdown TMP is: www.hamilton.ca/waterdownTMP2019. A 
second website was also launched providing informa�on for mul�ple Waterdown planning studies: 
www.hamilton.ca/waterdown 

5.1 Notice of Study Commencement 
A No�ce of Study Commencement for the Waterdown TMP, “Let’s Talk! Waterdown”, was posted by the 
City on its website and social media.  The no�ce was also distributed by the City to the project contact 
list. 
 
The no�ce introduced three new studies, including the Waterdown Community Node Secondary Plan 
Study, Waterdown Village Built Heritage Inventory and Waterdown TMP.  The no�ce explained the 
Master Plan process under the Municipal Cass EA, the purpose of the TMP and City contacts.  It also 
advised that the City is holding a Community Workshop to discuss the three studies on  
October 10, 2019.   
 
A combined survey for the Waterdown Community Node Secondary Plan Study, Waterdown Village Built 
Heritage Inventory and Waterdown TMP was also available online from February 2019 to November 
2019, to collect input on the three studies. Twelve comments were received related to the Waterdown 
TMP.  

5.2 Technical Advisory Committee Meetings 
An internal Technical Advisory Commitee (TAC) was established at the beginning of the project, 
consis�ng of representa�ves of the City of Hamilton departments, Hamilton Street Railway (HSR) and 
Dillon Consul�ng Limited.  The intent of the TAC mee�ngs were to bring together internal departments 
and agencies to comprehensively review recommenda�ons and findings of the study, collec�vely. 
Mee�ngs were held before Public Informa�on Centres (PIC) 1 and 2 and prior to finalizing the 
Transporta�on Management Plan to discuss work completed, review findings to ensure all concerns 
were addressed across mul�ple departments and proac�vely address compounding concerns heard 
from residents in the Waterdown area.  
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5.3 Focus Group  
A Focus Group was established at the beginning of the project in collabora�on with the parallel 
Waterdown Community Node Secondary Plan and Waterdown Village Built Heritage Inventory. The 
focus group consisted of representa�ves from: 

• Waterdown Business Improvement Area 
• Private developers 
• Waterdown Mill Street Heritage Commitee 
• Hamilton Municipal Heritage Commitee 
• Local business owners/managers 
• Parent/Council school representa�ves 
• Ac�ve Sustainable School Transporta�on parent commitee  
• City of Hamilton and Dillon Consul�ng Limited staff.  

 
Three mee�ngs were held with focus group members throughout the project.  

5.3.1 Focus Group Mee�ng #1 

Focus Group Mee�ng #1 was held January 30, 2019. Overview presenta�ons on the Secondary Plan, 
Transporta�on Management Plan, and Waterdown Village Built Heritage Inventory were given by staff 
from the City and Dillon Consul�ng Limited.   
 
Dillon provided background informa�on about the TMP, highligh�ng that the plan will recommend 
future transporta�on projects, including short and long-term considera�ons.  The study is currently in 
the early stages, and is following phases 1 and 2 of the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
(MCEA).  Some improvements will be implemented through later Capital Project Delivery phases.   
 
The TMP is intended to accommodate intensifica�on and popula�on growth in Waterdown.  Dillon is 
currently reviewing studies completed to date.  The TMP will build on those studies and the planned 
transporta�on projects. 
 
Following the TMP presenta�on two brainstorming exercises were carried out: a visioning exercise led 
by the City, and a mapping exercise led by Dillon.  For the visioning exercise, the focus group was asked 
to write one or two words or phrases that capture their vision for Waterdown in twenty years.  The 
following transporta�on-related visions were provided: 

• Accessible 
• Pedestrian- and cyclist-friendly 
• Beter sidewalks / complete sidewalks 
• Less traffic on Waterdown core residen�al streets 
• Less cut-through traffic 
• Beter traffic flow 
• Control des�na�on traffic / in and out of Waterdown 
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• Give an op�on to stay out of the core 
• Mid-rise on arterial roads to increase local bus 
• Live/work walkability. 

 
For the mapping exercise, the focus group was asked to write their three biggest transporta�on-related 
issues in Waterdown on s�cky notes and post them on a map of the study area.  The majority of issues 
were focused around Mill Street between Smokey Hollow Conserva�on Area and Parkside Drive: 

• Aggressive driving 
• Speed of cars driving through core residen�al streets 
• Volume of traffic in the core 
• Can’t back out of your driveway because of volume and speed of traffic 
• Safe pedestrian access to Smokey Hollow Conserva�on Area 
• Mill Street / Highway 5 intersec�on.   

 
Three issues were noted in other parts of Waterdown:  

• Build the bypass now as opposed to three years from now 
• Divert truck traffic (posted at the intersec�on of Highway 5 and 6) 
• Eliminate Dundas Street as a truck route – force trucks to Parkside Drive. 

5.3.2 Focus Group Mee�ng #2 

Focus Group Mee�ng #2 was held on September 30, 2019. Similar to the first focus group mee�ng, staff 
from the City provided updated on the Waterdown Community Node Secondary Plan and the 
Waterdown Village Built Heritage Inventory studies.  
 
Dillon Consul�ng Limited provided a presenta�on on work completed to date for the TMP. The 
presenta�on displays included:  

• Study Area 
• Study Process 
• Exis�ng Condi�ons Findings 
• Summary of What We’ve Heard 
• Problem and Opportunity Statement 
• Next Steps  
• Discussion 

 
Following the presenta�on a discussion was held to confirm the findings to date.  
 
Generally speaking, focus group members agreed with the background exis�ng condi�ons findings and 
development of the problem statement for the project.  
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5.3.3 Focus Group Mee�ng #3 

Focus Group Mee�ng #3 was held September 23, 2020. Dillon Consul�ng Limited provided a 
presenta�on on work completed to date for the TMP. The presenta�on displays included:  

• Overview of the project 
• Transporta�on modelling and analysis results 
• Alterna�ve solu�ons 
• Compara�ve evalua�on  
• Preferred Solu�ons  
• Next Steps.  

 
Generally, focus group members were suppor�ve of the project findings. Support was received for not 
widening Dundas Street. Comments received from focus group members included:  

• Concerns about bus scheduling and specifically that buses returning to Waterdown from 
Burlington and the GTA do not run and residents are forced to use other methods of 
transporta�on (e.g. Uber).  

• Focus group members noted they are against the widening of Dundas and the removal of 
parking spots along the street. Currently, the parked cars provide some buffer between 
pedestrians and traffic and if this is removed, then safety is a concern. 

• Support of not widening Dundas Street. Support of the Ac�ve Transporta�on System and hope 
the Barton Street corridor can accommodate cycling paths and an improved pedestrian path. 
Mill Street corner was raised as an area of concern as it is dangerous for pedestrians.  

• The group noted that the North Waterdown Drive connec�on is key to solving transporta�on 
issues.  

• Suppor�ve of transit recommenda�ons for more service op�ons.  
• Thanked team for listening about not widening Dundas Street. 

5.4 Flamborough Community Council  
Throughout the study process two presenta�ons were made to the Flamborough Community Council to 
provide project informa�on and updates.  
 
The first presenta�on was made on November 21, 2019, to provide an overview of the project’s 
Problem and Opportunity Statement, alterna�ves being considered and a summary of comments heard 
from members of the public throughout the study process to date. 

 
The second presenta�on was made on September 16, 2021, to provide an overview of the project 
findings and an an�cipated �meline for the release of the Transporta�on Management Plan. 
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5.5 Public Information Centre 1, Community Workshop 

5.5.1 PIC 1 Presenta�on and Public Input 

PIC 1 was a Community Workshop held on October 10, 2019, at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish Hall in 
Waterdown from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  As men�oned, the no�ce, “Let’s Talk!  Waterdown”, was 
adver�sed on the City’s website and social media, distributed to the contact list and adver�sed in the 
Flamborough Review community paper. 
 
The PIC was held as part of a workshop to introduce three City of Hamilton planning studies in the 
community, as noted in Sec�on 5.1 of this report.  The objec�ves of PIC 1 were to obtain public input on 
work completed to date, including the Problem and Opportunity Statement, exis�ng transporta�on 
issues and poten�al solu�ons. About 90 residents signed the record of atendance.  
 
The PIC was held in an open house format with informa�on panels for atendees to review and included 
summaries of the Study Area, the study’s goals and objec�ves and the Class EA Master Plan process.  
The panels also covered exis�ng transporta�on condi�ons in Waterdown, including conges�on through 
the centre of town along Dundas Street and Parkside Drive during the AM and PM peak hours.  A dra� of 
the study’s Problem and Opportunity Statement was presented, along with the PIC’s objec�ves and the 
“Next Steps” in the Class EA process.  
 
Maps displayed at the workshop showed exis�ng and planned road improvements in Waterdown and 
“What We’ve Heard” about exis�ng transporta�on issues, including conges�on and traffic infiltra�on, 
speeding, road safety and road design.  Other maps showed poten�al solu�ons to these issues, grouped 
under the headings of ac�ve transporta�on, network improvements, neighbourhood traffic infiltra�on 
and speeding.  Using s�cky notes, atendees were invited to note their transporta�on issues and 
comments on the maps.  White boards and markers were also provided for addi�onal comments. 
 
In addi�on to the s�cky notes and whiteboard, comment forms, reques�ng comments by  
November 1, 2019, were also provided.  Three different comment forms were distributed, dealing with 
ac�ve transporta�on, local road/neighbourhood road improvements and the road network. The City 
received 36 completed forms.  Public input on exis�ng transporta�on issues and poten�al solu�ons is 
summarized on Table 29. 
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Table 29: Summary of Issues and Potential Solutions, Public Information Centre 1 

Exis�ng Transporta�on Issues Poten�al Solu�ons 

Congestion and Road Network/Design 
• Dundas Street from Hamilton Street to Mill Street during AM 

and PM peak periods 
• Mill Street northbound at Dundas Street, during PM peak 

period 
• Right turn from Dundas Street onto Avonsyde Boulevard 
• Excessive truck traffic on Dundas Street, Mill Street and 

Clappison Corner. 

No support for and, in some cases, strong opposi�on to Dundas Street widening 
to four lanes. Reroute truck traffic to 5th Concession and 6th Concession and 
provide bike lanes, sidewalks and on-street parking on Dundas Street. 
Support for extending Clappison Drive to Highway 6. 
Limited support for Main Street North connec�on to Centre Road/Hamilton 
Street North. 
Support for future Highway 6/Highway 5 interchange and construc�on in near 
future. 
Limited support for changing Mill Street to a one-way street. 

Neighbourhood Traffic Infiltration - 
• Spring Creek Drive 
• Hollybush Drive 
• Nisbet Boulevard 
• Mill Street 
• Main Street North. 

Support for traffic calming measures (speed cushions, centre islands, curb 
extensions, etc.) on these streets and others throughout Waterdown. 

Speeding  
• Riley Street 
• Brian Boulevard 
• Main Street North. 

Reduce speed limits on all residen�al streets to 40 km/hr. 
Reduce speed limits on Dundas Street and sec�ons of Concession 6 and 
Millgrove Sideroad. 

Safety  
• Mill Street South in Smokey Hollow area 
• Road curves on Brian Boulevard 
• School crossing at Guy Brown School on Brian Boulevard at 

Longyear Drive 
• Le� turn from Boulding Avenue onto Parkside Drive during PM 

peak period. 

Traffic signals/stop signs and pedestrian crossovers suggested for many 
intersec�ons. 

Active Transportation Issues 
• Cyclist safety concerns on Parkside Drive, Dundas Street, 

Waterdown Road and Snake Road 
• Pedestrian accessibility/safety concerns on Hamilton Street, 

Centre Road, trail to Smokey Hollow Waterfall, Dundas Street, 
Parkside Drive and many intersec�ons. 

Provide a network of bike lanes throughout Waterdown. 
Suggested pedestrian accessibility/safety improvements, including pedestrian 
cross-overs, at many loca�ons. 
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Exis�ng Transporta�on Issues Poten�al Solu�ons 
Transit Issues 

• Transit system does not serve local transit users. 
Focus more on transit services for local travel. Transit currently focuses on 
regional travel.  
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All of the issues and poten�al solu�ons noted by the atendees were considered in the finaliza�on of the 
Problem/Opportunity Statement prepared as part of Phase 1 and the iden�fica�on and evalua�on of 
alterna�ve solu�ons during Phase 2 of the Class EA process.   
 
The City addressed the public’s comments on its website for the project under “Frequently Asked 
Ques�ons”.  The website also includes a table prepared by the City, “Waterdown Transporta�on Issues 
Summary”, dated June 28, 2019. 

5.5.2 PIC 1, Agency Comments 

The Ministry of Environment, Conserva�on and Parks (MECP), West Central Region, was the only agency 
that submited comments on PIC 1.  In a leter dated October 8, 2019, MECP recommended that the  
PIC 1 materials be sent to the Mississauga’s of the Credit First Na�on, Six Na�ons of the Grand River and 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy Chiefs Council.  The leter also described the Ministry’s requirements for 
comple�ng a No�ce of Comple�on for the TMP and applying for a Species at Risk permit or 
authoriza�on under the Ontario Endangered Species Act. 
 
To meet MEPC’s guidelines for Consulta�on with Aboriginal Communi�es, the City sent the PIC materials 
to the three First Na�ons in November 2019.  No responses were received. 

5.6 Public Information Centre 2  
PIC 2 was a virtual mee�ng held on October 21, 2020, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. The purpose of PIC 2 
was to present and obtain public input on the transporta�on solu�ons recommended by the 
Waterdown TMP. 

5.6.1 PIC 2 No�ce 

The No�ce for PIC 2 was published in the Flamborough Review on October 8 and 15, 2020, posted on 
the City’s website and social media and distributed to the contact list.  
 
The no�ce advised par�cipants that the PIC 2 presenta�on slides could be reviewed from October 14 to 
November 11, 2020, with comments due by midnight on November 11, 2020. It also included 
instruc�ons for joining and par�cipa�ng in the virtual mee�ng online or by phone.  A website was 
provided for pre-registra�on. 

5.6.2 PIC 2 Presenta�on and Atendance 

The displays presented at PIC 2 summarized the following: 
• Study Area and the objec�ves of the Waterdown TMP 
• The Class EA process for a Master Plan 
• Problem and Opportunity Statement 
• Current transporta�on issues, including conges�on, neighbourhood traffic infiltra�on, speeding 

and safety 
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• Road network and capacity analysis, along with an intersec�on analysis 
• Alterna�ve solu�ons presented in three “buckets”, including network capacity, transporta�on 

demand management and safety 
• Criteria used to evaluate alterna�ve solu�ons 
• Recommended network capacity solu�ons, including improvements to the Dundas Street/Mill 

Street and Dundas Street/Avonsyde Blvd. intersec�ons.  Widening Dundas Street between Mill 
Street and Hamilton Street North was not recommended due to its adverse impacts 

• Recommended transporta�on demand management solu�ons, involving improvements to 
transit and ac�ve transporta�on facili�es, and a new ac�ve transporta�on crossing of 
Grindstone Creek at Church Street 

• Five supplementary network capacity scenarios were presented, including extending Clappison 
Avenue, delay the connec�on of Waterdown Drive to Highway 6, close Parkside Drive at  
Highway 6, connect Main Street North to Centre Road/Hamilton Street and four op�ons for 
conver�ng Mill Street to one-way.  None were recommended since they do not address 
conges�on or capacity issues 

• Safety improvements throughout Waterdown to reduce neighbourhood traffic infiltra�on and 
speeding 

• A map showing recommended improvements 
• Next steps in the Master Plan process. 

 
Overall, the Virtual Informa�on Mee�ng was well atended with a total of 60 individuals listening to the 
presenta�on.   

5.6.3 PIC 2, Public Comments, Writen Submissions 

As shown on Table 30, writen comments were received from 7 residents and Flamborough Connects 
bus service. 
 
Most of the comments related to neighbourhood traffic infiltra�on, speeding and safety issues, 
especially for pedestrians.  Other concerns included illegal parking, illegal turns and the significant 
amount of truck traffic on Dundas Street.  Two residents disagreed with the recommenda�on to not 
widen Dundas Street since it is Waterdown’s major traffic problem. 
 
The City responded to all comments received following the PIC. 

5.6.4 PIC 2, Agency Comments 

Agency comments received following PIC 2 are shown on Table 30.  The Halton Region Conserva�on 
Authority, Ministry of Sport, Tourism and Culture and Hydro One provided comments.  The City replied 
to the comments in April 2021. 
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Table 30: PIC 2 Agency and Public Comments, Written Submissions 

Date Agency/Public Comments Response 

Agency Comments 

Oct. 29, 2020 Logan McClevis, Hydro One 
Networks Inc. 
SecondaryLandUse@ 

HydroOne.com 

Asked for confirmation that the City is not 
considering a bicycle bridge/path over 
Grindstone Creek. 

City responded in 
November, 2020 

Nov. 6, 2020 Emma Defields, Halton 
Region Conservation 
Authority, 
edefields@hrca.on.ca 

Asked several questions about the active 
transportation works planned as part of the 
TMP. 

City Responded in 
2021 

Nov. 10, 2020 Joseph Harvey, Ministry of 
Heritage, Sport, Tourism 
and Culture Industries, 
Joseph.Harvey@ontario.ca 

MHSCT provided advice on incorporating 
heritage considerations into the TMP for the 
Master Plan process, archaeological 
resources, built heritage resources, cultural 
landscapes and EA documentation. 

City Responded in 
2021 

Nov. 17, 2020 Hydro One Networks Inc., 
Toronto 

Improvements proposed as part of the TMP 
potentially impact Hydro One high voltage 
transmission facilities in the Study Area. 

City responded in 
April 2021 

Public Comments 

Nov. 13, 2020 Amelia Steinbring,  
Executive Director, 
Flamborough Connects, 
amelia@flamborough 
connects.ca 

Flamborough Connects provides bus services, 
such as bi-weekly grocery shopping trips, for 

isolated rural residents without 
transportation. Offered to support and 

collaborate with the TMP. 

City responded in 
April 2021 

Sept. 24, 2020 Waterdown Resident Thanked City and Dillon for “putting cultural 
and social issues first” in the Traffic Study.   

For information only 

Nov. 6, 2020 Waterdown Resident Bus route shown at PIC 2 (Oct. 21, 2020) 
along Parkside Drive and Main St. N. is 
impossible since the intersection has been 
dead-ended for more than a year.  

City responded in 
April 2021 

Nov. 9, 2020 Waterdown Resident Disagrees with PIC 2’s recommendation to 
not increase capacity on Dundas Street since 
this is the Study Area’s most significant 
problem.  Also, the widening will have 
minimal negative impacts on the street’s 
heritage value and current businesses. 

City responded in 
April 2021 

Nov. 10, 2021 Waterdown Resident Request for pedestrian crossing in close 
proximity to townhouses on Avonsyde Blvd.  

City responded in 
September 2021 

Nov. 11, 2020 Waterdown Resident Involved in Waterdown Area Transportation 
Master Plan (WATMP) EA process since 2005. 
Disagrees with recommendation to not 
increase capacity on Dundas Street.  Made 
some suggestions regarding lane directions 
and parking during rush hours. 

City responded in 
April 2021   
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Date Agency/Public Comments Response 

PIC 2 Comment 
Form 

Waterdown Resident “Overall, the work done for this is 
impressive.” Comments include: 

• Agrees with increased public 
transportation and suggested direct 
service to and from Hamilton 

• Requested a pedestrian crosswalk on 
Hamilton Street between the plazas 

• Heavy trucks and vehicles should be 
banned from Dundas Street once the 
by-pass is built 

The crosswalk at Mill Street and Dundas 
Street should be moved to make pedestrians 
more visible.  

City Responded in 
2021 

PIC 2 Comment 
Form 

Waterdown Resident • Supports speed reader boards on 
Avonsyde Blvd.  A crosswalk is needed 
at 230 Avonsyde Blvd. near the 
townhouses due to volume and speed 
of traffic. 

City Responded in 
2021 
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6.0 Transportation Management Plan 

6.1 Overview of Transportation Management Plan 
Currently, the most significant traffic congestion in Waterdown occurs on Dundas Street between Mill 
Street and Hamilton Street North in the peak commuting directions, including eastbound in the morning 
and westbound in the afternoon.  With current and planned road improvements, augmented with 
transportation demand management solutions, the 2031 forecasted demand for automobile 
transportation in Waterdown is within available capacity to support the continued growth of 
Waterdown and intensification planned through the Waterdown Community Node Secondary Plan.  
 
Widening of Dundas Street is not recommended due to its high cost and adverse impacts on public 
health and the character and heritage value of the historic downtown.  Widening Dundas Street also 
reduces the attractiveness of walking in the downtown and limits opportunities to provide cycling and 
transit facilities along the road.  Instead of widening Dundas Street, intersection improvements are 
recommended at the Dundas Street/Mill Street intersection and the Dundas Street/Avonsyde Boulevard 
intersection. 
 
Instead of focusing on automobile-oriented solu�ons, such as widening Dundas Street and other roads, 
the Waterdown TMP focuses on a range of transporta�on demand management solu�ons aimed at 
reducing car use.  Recommended solu�ons involve improvements to transit and ac�ve transporta�on, 
like cycling and walking, to address current and long-term transporta�on challenges.  Measures to 
address traffic infiltra�on and reduce speeding on Waterdown’s streets are also covered by the TMP. 

6.2 Waterdown Transportation Management Plan 

6.2.1 Recommended Intersec�on Improvements and TDM Solu�ons 

Recommended intersec�on improvements and transporta�on demand management solu�ons are listed 
in Table 31, along with the approximate cost and �meframe for implementa�on. The table also shows 
the classifica�on of the projects under the Municipal Class EA. Figure 60 provides a high level overview 
of the recommended intersec�on improvements and the updated Ac�ve Transporta�on plan for 
Waterdown. 

The success of the transporta�on demand management solu�ons shown on Table 31 will be facilitated 
by Waterdown’s changing role from a “bedroom community” to more of a “complete community” 
where people live, work, shop and play.  More local employment opportuni�es, like those provided by 
major companies that have recently been established in Waterdown, will allow people to live closer to 
their place of work, thereby reducing the strain on local and regional transporta�on networks.  
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These land use trends allow transit and ac�ve transporta�on to become more reasonable alterna�ves to 
car use in Waterdown.  Waterdown is expected to con�nue to evolve as a complete community, as 
encouraged by the Provincial Policy Statement and the City’s Official Plan. 
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Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks
Drinking Water and Environmental
Compliance Division
West Central Region

119 King Street West, 12th Floor
Hamilton, Ontario   L8P 4Y7
Tel.:  905 521-7640
Fax:  905 521-7820

Ministère de l’Environnement de la
Protection de la nature et des Parcs
Division de la conformité en matière
d’eau potable et d’environnement
Direction régionale du Centre-Ouest

119 rue King Ouest, 12e étage
Hamilton (Ontario)   L8P 4Y7
Tél.:      905 521-7640
Téléc.:  905 521-7820

October 8, 2019

Mr. Mohan Philip
City of Hamilton

Dear Mr. Philip:

Re: Waterdown Community Transportation Management Plan
Response to Notice of Commencement

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) acknowledges that the
City of Hamilton has indicated that its study is following the master planning process to
complete Phases 1 and 2 under the provisions of the MEA Class EA.  It is understood
that the purpose of the master planning exercise is to enable the City to evaluate the
current transportation system and identify and prioritize a range of specific projects that
will optimize the transportation system for current and future development.

The Crown has a legal duty to consult Aboriginal communities when it has
knowledge, real or constructive, of the existence or potential existence of an
Aboriginal or treaty right and contemplates conduct that may adversely impact that
right.  Before authorizing this project, the Crown must ensure that its duty to consult
has been fulfilled, where such a duty is triggered.  Although the duty to consult with
Aboriginal peoples is a duty of the Crown, the Crown may delegate procedural
aspects of this duty to project proponents while retaining oversight of the consultation
process.

Your proposed project may have the potential to affect Aboriginal or treaty rights
protected under Section 35 of Canada’s Constitution Act 1982.  Where the Crown’s duty
to consult is triggered in relation to your proposed project, the MECP is delegating the
procedural aspects of rights-based consultation to you through this letter. The
Crown intends to rely on the delegated consultation process in discharging its duty to
consult and maintains the right to participate in the consultation process as it sees fit.

Based on the location of this project, it is recommended that you notify and initiate a
consultative process with the following indigenous communities:
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· Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation
· Six Nations of the Grand River
· Haudenosaunee Confederacy Chiefs Council

Steps that you may need to take in relation to Aboriginal consultation for your proposed
project are outlined in the “Code of Practice for Consultation in Ontario’s Environmental
Assessment Process” which can be found at the following link:
https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-
process   Additional information related to Ontario’s Environmental Assessment Act is
available online at: www.ontario.ca/environmentalassessments

You are instructed to contact the Director of Environmental Approvals Branch under the
following circumstances subsequent to initial discussions with the communities
identified by MECP:

- Aboriginal or treaty rights impacts are identified to you by the communities;
- You have reason to believe that your proposed project may adversely affect an

Aboriginal or treaty right;
- Consultation has reached an impasse; or
- A Part II Order request or elevation request is expected for projects identified by

the Master Plan that fulfil EA requirements.

The Director of the Environmental Approvals Branch can be notified either by email with
the subject line “Potential Duty to Consult” to MOECCpermissions@ontario.ca or by
mail or fax at the address provided below:

Email: MOECCpermissions@ontario.ca
Subject:  Potential Duty to Consult

Fax: 416-314-8452
Address: Environmental Approvals Branch

135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st

Floor
Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5

MECP will then assess the extent of any Crown duty to consult for the circumstances
and will consider whether additional steps should be taken, including what role you will
be asked to play in them.

While Master Plans themselves are not subject to Part II Orders, any Schedule B
projects identified and for which the Master Plan completes the EA process would be
subject.  As of July 1st 2018, a standardized form is to be used by anyone who believes
that the environmental assessment process was incomplete, incorrect or that it failed to
follow the required process.  The required form can be found on the Forms Repository
website (http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/) by searching “Part II Order” or “012-2206E
(the form ID number).  Once completed, the form is then to be sent to both the Minister
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and Director of the Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch.  Their
addresses are:

Minister
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
Floor 5
777 Bay St., Toronto, ON M7A 2J3,
Minister.mecp@ontario.ca

Director, Environmental Assessment and Permissions Branch
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Ave. West, 1st Floor
Toronto, ON  M4V 1P5
MOECCpermissions@ontario.ca

The procedure for making a Part II Order request must be clearly included in the final
Notice of Completion and on the project specific website that the City has established
for this project.

With respect to any Species at Risk, MECP now has responsibility for the administration
of the Ontario Endangered Species Act (ESA).  If you believe that you may need an
ESA permit or authorization for the implementation for this project, please visit
https://www.ontario.ca/page/species-risk to learn more about protecting and recovering
species at risk, then navigate to the Resources and Permits section, including Register
or Get a Permit for more information about permits and authorizations under the ESA.
You only need an authorization under the ESA (e.g. a permit or other type of
authorization if your work is going to contravene the ESA (e.g. if the activity you are
proposing is going to kill, harm or harass a species at risk or damage or destroy their
habitat.  If the work can be undertaken in a manner that does not contravene the ESA,
this is known as “avoidance” of impacts and it is the ideal scenario and will not require
undertaking the process of obtaining an authorization.

We have developed a guide to help clients work through the preliminary screening
process including providing advice to clients on how they can gather information from
publicly available sources.  It you are seeking information regarding species at risk likely
to occur at, or near your area of study for this EA, please send an email to
sarontario@ontario.ca and include “Request for preliminary screening guide” in the
email subject line.  To provide the most efficient service, it is recommended clients read
this guide and explore application information sources prior to contacting the ministry to
begin discussions with the Permissions and Compliance team.

If during the course of your site visit(s) you encounter any known species at risk, please
visit https://www.ontario.ca/page/report-rare-species-animals-and-plants
for information on how to report a species at risk sighting.
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Your are also reminded to continue sending notices related to this EA to the WCR mail
box: eanotification.wcregion@ontario.ca Should you have questions, please contact
me either at (905) 521-7864 or at Barbara.slattery@ontario.ca

With regards,

EA/Planning Coordinator

Encl.
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Public Information Centre 
October 10, 2019 

Comment Form - Active Transportation

Please complete this form and return it to Dillon Consulting Limited. Information will be collected 
in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception 
of personal information all comments will become part of the public record.

Agency: 
(If applicable)

Name: 

Mailing Address:

□  l/we prefer to receive information by email. 

E-mail:

Are there any locations not identified where you feel a pedestrian crossing should be 
considered?

Are there any gaps in the existing or planned Active Transportation Network that you 
would like to see addressed?
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What forms of Active Transportation do you use most often?

Walking

□ Biking

□ Skateboarding

□ In-line Skating/Rollerblading

□ Jogging/Running

Do you have any comments/suggestions regarding local public transit in Waterdown?

Nx 3

General Active Transportation Comments/Questions/Concerns:

-  Vjf W  V -^  ^  ^  " W k j  c /  PcybS.'cflA-

— '^flaSKct. ( rr%MiAA^Jr^ U h d  ^  Cvix0 <2^Av3^V
r r ,  i / k t A A M  A -K ii/y ^  v u / t ..C / k , ^  _________

k rrx A /j Q V  I<a [ j l  \r,r^> -__________,_________________________________________

-  v^O v \k& A -   O & dJJO t ic L  u d Im a - 7 s k o n

q *
t̂ OCkQ r.- ~ ^  g/v7 1/ i'-Q >?kO d h / w

Please deposit this form in the comment box or return this form by November 1, 2019 to: 

Attention:

City of Hamilton Tel: 905-546-2424 Ext. 3438
77 James Street North, Suite 400 Email: transportation@hamilton.ca
Hamilton, Ontario, L8R 2K3

Attention: Mohan Philip, P. Eng., Project Manager
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By checking the boxes below, tell us what type of traffic calming measures you would support in 
your neighbourhood. Check all that apply.
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ention: Mohan Philip, P. Eng., Project Manageri i
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7 Waterdown TMP –  Focus Group 1  

Phase 2: 

Alternative Solutions 

Phase 1: 

Problem or Opportunity 

Transportation Management Plan 

Complete phases 1 and 2 of the MCEA process. 

Plan will identify projects to be carried through 

phases 3-5  

Understand issues  

(problems/opportunities) 

Develop alternative solutions and identify 

preferred 

Refine preferred solution 

We are 

here 

Add your ideas to the map using the “post-it” notes:  

 

Things to consider: 

• Where are there problems with transportation in the study area  

• Are there locations where transportation could be improved 

• Good places to walk, poor places to walk and important walking destinations 

• Good places to ride a bicycle, poor places to ride a bicycle and important 

cycling destinations 

• School issues (cross walks, “kiss and ride” stops, etc.)  

• Where transit service and stops are good and where they need to be improved  

• Parking problems  

• Problems with truck routes 

• Locations where traffic moves too slow (congestion), cuts through or speeds 

• Locations that may not be a problem now but you think could be a problem in 

the future as population and employment grow. 
PIC 

#1 

PIC 

#2 
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Waterdown TMP –  Focus Group 1  8 

• Thanks for your participation today and throughout this study. Your input is an important 

component of this study.  

• Comments from today will: 

– be used to define the problem/opportunity statement 

– act as baseline information to help develop alternative solutions. 

• Next Steps: 

– Public Information Centre #1, February 12, 2019 

– Focus Group Meeting #2, Fall 2019 

– Public Information Centre #2, Fall 2019. 
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9 Waterdown TMP –  Focus Group 1  

Brandon Fox, BES, MCIP, RPP 

Project Manager 

Dillon Consulting Ltd.  

Phone: 519-438-1288 Ext. 1307 

Email: waterdowntmp@dillon.ca 

Mohan Philip, M.Eng., P.Eng. 

Project Manager 

City of Hamilton 

Phone: 905-546-2424 Ext. 3438 

Email: transportation@hamilton.ca 

Project updates and information can also be found online throughout the Study at: 

www.hamilton.ca/waterdownTMP2019 
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Guy B. Brown Elementary School

Mary Hopkins Elementary School

Guardian Angels Elementary School

Waterdown District Secondary School
Allan A. Greenleaf Elementary School

St. Thomas the Apostle Elementary School

 Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community
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CITY OF HAMILTON
Waterdown Transportation Management Plan
April 30, 2021

Focus Group Meeting #2
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TRANSPORTATION MANAGEMENT PLAN
WATERDOWN
Focus Group Meeting #2

CITY OF HAMILTON

September 30, 2019
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Study Area/
Objectives
• Study will support Waterdown

Community Node Secondary Plan

• In collaboration with the Waterdown
Village Built Heritage Inventory

• Waterdown Transportation
Management Plan Goals:

• Address current and long-term
transportation problems

• Protect for future needs
• Identify improvements work and

their timing.
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Study Process
PHASE 1:

Problem/Opportu
nity

•Confirm the study
purpose and
justification

•Identify
problem/opportuni
ty

PHASE 2:
Alternative
Solutions

•Identify
reasonable
alternative
solutions to the
problem/opport
unity

•Conduct an
overview of
existing
conditions in
natural, social
and economic
environment

•Identify impact
of alternative
solutions on the
environment

•Evaluate
alternatives and
recommend a
solution

•Select the
preferred
solution

•Document the
decision making
process

•Distribute final
public notice for
Master Plan

PHASE 3:
Alternative

Design Concepts
for Preferred

Solution

•Identify
alternative
design concepts

•Detailed review
of existing
conditions

•Evaluate
alternative
designs and
recommend
preferred design

•Consult review
agencies and
the public

•Select the
preferred design

PHASE 4:
Environmental
Study Report

•Document the
process by
completing an
Environmental
Study Report
(ESR) for a
Schedule C
project

PHASE 5:
Implementation

•Design phase
•Proceed to
design/constructi
on of the project

•Monitor for
environmental
provisions and
commitments

The Transportation
Master Plan study is
following the
requirements of the
Municipal Class
Environmental
Assessment (EA) (2000,
as amended).

We are
here

The Class EA process
ensures that all relevant

social, environmental
and engineering factors

are considered in the
planning and design
process. Public and

agency input is
integrated into the

decision making  process
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Existing Conditions
• 88% of all travel for Waterdown residents

is by car (90% for commuters)

• 65% of all trips made by Waterdown
residents are to areas outside of
Waterdown. This is magnified for
commuters, as 81% of commuters leave
and return to Waterdown on a typical
workday

• There are few options for travel by
sustainable modes (walking, cycling, and
transit) that connect to useful destinations
or provide the service that Waterdown
residents require

• The three most important connections to
the surrounding region for Waterdown
residents are Dundas Street (east side),
Mill Street, and Highway 6 South

• Depending on the time of day and peak
direction of travel, 25-50% of the traffic
entering Waterdown is passing through

• There is daily congestion through the
centre of town along Dundas Street and
Parkside Drive, as commuters leave and
return to town

• There are a numerous operational and
safety issues that are of concern for
residents
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What We’ve
Heard…
• Traffic congestion issues:

• Dundas Street
• Parkside Drive
• Mill Street
• Main Street.

• Traffic Infiltration issues:
• Nisbet Boulevard
• Main Street
• Griffin Street
• Union Street
• Spring Creek Drive
• Evans Road
• Boulding Avenue
• Hollybush Drive.
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What We’ve
Heard…
• Speeding Complaints:

• Nisbet Boulevard
• Brian Boulevard
• Rockhaven Lane
• Main Street
• Riley Street
• Boulding Avenue.

• Safety Concerns:
• Dundas Street request for

sidewalks
• Hamilton Street complaints

of pedestrians not being
comfortable walking

• Parkside Drive request for
sidewalks

• General drivers ignoring
stop signs on Griffin and
Union Streets.
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What We’ve
Heard…
• Road Design Suggestions

• Numerous requests for
traffic signals, stop-
signs throughout
Waterdown

• Request for right turn
lanes at Hamilton
Street/Parkside Drive

• Request for re-routing
truck traffic outside of
core

• Other Issues:
• Nisbet Boulevard
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Problem and Opportunity Statement

Waterdown’s transportation network capacity is insufficient to
accommodate current and future traffic volumes, resulting in
congestion, safety concerns, and traffic infiltration into residential
neighbourhoods.

The Waterdown Transportation Management Plan Study was initiated
to address short-term issues and identify long-term improvements
needed for road network, public transit, and pedestrian and cyclist
facilities.
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Next Steps

Focus
Group
Meeting
today

Public
Information
Centre #1 to
present
potential
solutions:
October 10,
2019

Evaluate
alternative
solutions and
complete
network
optimization
review

Identification
of projects

PIC #2 –
Winter 2020
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Appendix B

CITY OF HAMILTON
Waterdown Transportation Management Plan
April 30, 2021

Focus Group Meeting #3
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TRANSPORTATION MANAGEMENT PLAN
WATERDOWN
Community Focus Group Meeting #3

CITY OF HAMILTON

September 23, 2020
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Today’s Agenda
• Project Overview and Class Environmental Assessment Status
• Existing Transportation Issues and Analysis
• Alternative Solutions
• Comparative Evaluation
• Preferred Solution(s)
• Discussion

2
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Study Area/ 
Objectives
• Study will support Waterdown 

Community Node Secondary Plan

• In collaboration with the Waterdown 
Village Built Heritage Inventory

• Waterdown Transportation 
Management Plan Goals: 

• Address current and long-term 
transportation problems

• Protect for future needs

• Identify improvement works 
and their timing.

3
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Study Process

PHASE 1: 
Problem/Opport

unity

•Confirm the study 
purpose and 
justification 
•Identify 
problem/opportunity

PHASE 2:
Alternative 
Solutions

•Identify reasonable 
alternative solutions to 
the 
problem/opportunity 
•Conduct an overview 
of existing conditions 
in natural, social and 
economic 
environment
•Identify impact of 
alternative solutions on 
the environment
•Evaluate alternatives 
and recommend a 
solution 
•Select the preferred 
solution
•Document the 
decision making 
process
•Distribute final public 
notice for Master Plan 

PHASE 3:
Alternative 

Design Concepts 
for Preferred 

Solution

•Identify alternative 
design concepts 
•Detailed review of 
existing conditions
•Evaluate alternative 
designs and 
recommend preferred 
design
•Consult review 
agencies and the 
public
•Select the preferred 
design

PHASE 4: 
Environmental 
Study Report

•Document the 
process by completing 
an Environmental 
Study Report (ESR) for 
a Schedule C project

PHASE 5: 
Implementation 

•Design phase
•Proceed to 
design/construction of 
the project
•Monitor for 
environmental 
provisions and 
commitments 

The Transportation Master Plan 
study is following the 
requirements of the Municipal 
Class Environmental 
Assessment (EA) (2000, as 
amended). 

We are 
here

The Class EA process 
ensures that all relevant 

social, environmental 
and engineering factors 

are considered in the 
planning and design 
process. Public and 

agency input is 
integrated into the 

decision making  
process

4
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Problem and Opportunity Statement
Waterdown’s transportation network capacity is becoming insufficient 
to accommodate current and future traffic volumes, resulting in 
congestion, safety concerns, and traffic infiltration into residential 
neighbourhoods. 

The Waterdown Transportation Management Plan Study was initiated 
to address short-term issues and identify long-term improvements 
needed for road network, public transit, and pedestrian and cyclist 
facilities.

5
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Transportation Issues – Highlights of 
What We’ve Heard
Congestion Issues:

• Dundas Street between Hamilton Street and Mill 
Street – AM and PM peak periods

• Mill Street (NB) at Dundas Street – PM peak period

• Right turn from Dundas Street onto Avonsyde 
Boulevard

Neighbourhood Traffic infiltration
• Spring Creek Drive

• Hollybush Drive

• Nisbet Boulevard

• Main Street North

Speeding
• Riley Street

• Brian Boulevard

• Main Street North 

Safety
• Concerns on Mill Street South in the Smokey Hollow 

area

• Road curves - Brian Blvd

• School crossing - Guy Brown School (Brian Boulevard 
@ Longyear Drive)

• Left turn from Boulding Avenue onto Parkside Drive 
during PM peak period.

6
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Road Network and Capacity Analysis
• Overall sufficient capacity for driving 

during peak commuting hours with 
localised issues

• Addition of new East/West Roadway 
(North Waterdown Drive) relieves 
capacity pressures on Parkside Drive

• Most significant congestion location:  
• Dundas Street between Mill Street and 

Hamilton Street North. 

• Issues in the peak commuting directions:  
eastbound in the morning, and 
westbound in the afternoon.

7
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Intersection Analysis
• Forecasted 2031 turning movement 

volumes at 20 signalized intersections 
for analysis

• Two intersections showed signs of 
congestion during the peak 
commuting hours:

• 6 - Dundas Street / Mill Street – LOS F/F

• 13 - Dundas Street / Highway 6 – LOS E/F

• Some individual movements with 
issues

• 2 - Dundas / Avonsyde – Westbound right 
in PM

8
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Alternative Solution “Buckets”

Network Capacity

Transportation Demand Management

Safety

9
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Evaluation Criteria
• Transportation

• Pedestrians
• Cyclists
• Transit Passengers
• Mobility
• Delay
• Emergency Services

• Public Health
• Air Quality
• Safety
• Social Interaction
• Transportation equity
• Active Transportation

• Physical Environment
• Cultural Heritage

• Green space

• Streetscape and public spaces

• Costs
• Capital

• Operations / Maintenance

• Economic benefits

10
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Network Capacity
Issue / Opportunity: Capacity

Alternative Solution Transportation Public Health Physical 
Environment Costs Recommended

Intersection

Adjust Signal Timing at Dundas 
St./Mill St. Good Neutral Neutral Excellent Yes

Add exclusive westbound right turn 
at Dundas St./ Avonsyde Dr. and 
overlapping phasing

Good Neutral Fair Fair Yes

Strategic Widen Dundas Street between Mill 
Street and Hamilton Street North Good Poor Poor Poor No

Alternatives 1 and 2 recommended as they address localized capacity issues on the 
Dundas Street corridor with minor anticipated impacts

13
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Network Capacity (Cont’d)

• Widening of Dundas Street between Mill Street and Hamilton Street 
North – NOT RECOMMENDED

• Reason to recommend:
• Provides relief for daily peak hour congestion

• Reasons not to recommend
• Potential impacts on Downtown

• Heritage area
• Minimization of Public Realm
• Removal of on-street parking
• Strips downtown core of character and value

• Impacts to other travel modes
• Reduces possibilities for cycling infrastructure on Dundas Street
• Reduces attractiveness for walking and spending time downtown
• Reduces possibilities for transit priority

• Auto-focused solution
• Impacts on public health, physical environment, and costly

• Public and stakeholder concerns

• Need a range of smaller solutions that work together

12
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Transportation Demand Management
Issue / Opportunity: Transportation Demand Management

Alternative Solution Transportation Public 
Health

Physical 
Environment Costs Recommended

Transit

Increase amount of transit service 
(more buses on existing Route 18)

Good Good Neutral Fair Yes

Improve transit coverage (modify 
Route 18)

Excellent Good Neutral Fair Yes

Improve Regional Transit 
Connections

Good Good Neutral Fair Yes

Introduce Alternative Service 
Delivery

Excellent Good Neutral Fair Yes

Active 
Transportation

Implement connected cycling 
network

Excellent Excellent Good Fair Yes

Improve walking network Excellent Excellent Excellent Fair Yes

13
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Increase Service on Route 18
• Existing Route 18 -

Waterdown
• Alternating clockwise and 

counter-clockwise routing

• Aldershot GO/VIA Station to 
the Flamborough Business Park 

• Transit Plan
• Improved service frequency 

from 30 min to 20 min per 
direction

• Expanded hours of service

• Include Sunday service

15
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Modify Route 18
• Objectives

• Improved Service Connections 
to Community Core as part of 
Community Core Secondary Plan

• Improves connections with 
other planned transit services

• Transit Plan
• Add approx. 2 km in route 

length

• Includes 20 min service 
frequency per direction, 
expanded hours, and Sunday 
service.

15
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Add new Regional route
• Under Study / Already Planned Services

• Dundas BRT

• BLAST Rapid Transit Network

• Objective

• Improve regional connections for Waterdown Residents

• Improve employee access

• Transit Plan

• Provide Regional Route between GO 407 Carpool Lot and Downtown 
Hamilton (pre BLAST)

• Provide Regional Route between GO 407 Carpool Lot and Highway 6 
(Post BLAST)

• 15 minute Weekday , Saturday and Sunday

* Continue coordination with ongoing Dundas BRT 

From GO 407/Dundas PNR to Highway 6

From GO 407/Dundas PNR to Hamilton DT

16
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Alternative Service Delivery (ASD)
• Objective

• Expand service to development areas to meet 400 m catchment 
service standard

• Uses technology, smaller vehicles, and sometimes third party 
providers to “dynamically” serve customers

• ASD Conditions
• The relative cost of the service should not exceed the cost of 

operating a conventional fixed-route in the same area;

• The planned development area will be low-density, which is 
anticipated to result in low-ridership demand; and/or

• The planned development area will be located on the fringe of the 
urban area.

• Transit Plan
• Establish 3 ASD areas where passengers are provided with ASD with 

connections to key transfer points

• Continue partnerships with employers to coordinate shift-workers, 
and provide guaranteed ride homes (outside of normal service hours)

17
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Active Transportation
• The planned cycling and AT network for 

Waterdown and the adjacent area is robust

• The priority ranking of critical facilities on Dundas 
St., Parkside Dr. and Hamilton St. are low:

• 89, 116, 131 and 133 out of a total of 202 projects across 
the city

• The planned cycling and AT network is from the 
2018 CMP, which was updated from the plan 
established in 2009

• Significant changes to both the conditions within 
Waterdown and the technical design guidance for cycling 
and active transportation facilities

Waterdown Planned Cycling and AT Network

18
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Active Transportation
• Supplemental cycling 

connections

• Crossing of Grindstone 
Creek

19
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Active Transportation
• Supplemental cycling 

connections

• Crossing of Grindstone 
Creek

• Parallel to Dundas 
Street

• Barton / Griffin

• Connection to Dundas 
via private land

• Connection to Smokey 
Hollow Waterfall

20
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Supplementary 
Network Capacity 
Scenarios

New interchange at Highway 5 / Highway 6 – West 

Side Access Options

1 Addition of Clappison Avenue between Parkside Drive and North 

Waterdown Drive

2 Delayed implementation of connection to Highway 6

3 Closure of Parkside Drive at Highway 6

New Connection

4 Main Street North connection to Centre Road/Hamilton Street 

North

Access Changes

5 Conversion of Mill Street to one-way (four options)

a) Southbound-only between Parkside Drive and Dundas Street

b) Northbound-only between Parkside Drive and Dundas Street

c) Southbound-only between Church Street and Dundas Street

d) Northbound-only between Church Street and Dundas Street
21
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Supplementary Network Capacity 
Opportunities

Issue / Opportunity: Capacity (Supplementary Opportunities)

Opportunity Transportation Public Health
Physical 

Environment
Costs Recommended

1 - Addition of Clappison Avenue between Parkside Drive and 
North Waterdown Drive

Fair Fair Neutral Fair No

2 – Delayed implementation of connection to Highway 6 Fair Neutral Good Good No

3 - Closure of Parkside Drive at Highway 6 Fair Fair Good Fair No

4 - Main Street North connection to Centre Road/Hamilton Street 
North

Poor Poor Neutral Fair No

5a - Mill Street southbound-only between Parkside Drive and 
Dundas Street

Good Good Neutral Poor No

5b - Mill Street northbound-only between Parkside Drive and 
Dundas Street

Fair Good Neutral Poor No

5c - Mill Street southbound-only between Church Street and 
Dundas Street

Good Good Neutral Fair No

5d - Mill Street northbound-only between Church Street and 
Dundas Street

Fair Good Neutral Fair No

None were recommended for implementation as they do not address the fundamental problem of congestion 
and capacity issues in Waterdown. The solutions may have localized improvements, but do not address the 
network capacity problem. 22
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Safety
Solutions to reduce traffic infiltration 
through neighbourhoods, as well as to 
reduce vehicle speeds are being 
brought forward:

• Traffic Calming
• Speed cushions, raised centre islands, raised 

pedestrian crossovers, centreline flex posts, curb 
extensions

• Converting existing school crosswalks to 
pedestrian crossovers

23
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Safety
Additional solutions:

• Pavement Markings
• Painted centrelines, on-street bike lanes

• Adding pedestrian crossovers at roundabouts 
• Providing additional speed limit signs and 

speed feedback signage 

24
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Discussion
Do you feel the transit solutions and increased service will aid in 
getting people out of their cars and onto transit? 

Do you feel the active transportation system is comprehensive 
enough for users to complete in-town trips via cycling or 
alternative means instead of vehicle trips? 

Do you feel that not widening Dundas Street is the right solution 
for the residents of Waterdown? 

25
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Next Steps

Focus 
Group 
Meeting 
September 
23, 2020

Public 
Information 
Centre #2 –
October 2020

Draft Project File 
Report –
November 2020 

Council 
Approval –
November/
December 2020

Release Project 
File Report

26
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Appendix B

CITY OF HAMILTON
Waterdown Transportation Management Plan
April 30, 2021

Notice of Commencement and
Public Information Centre #2
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Waterdown Transportation Management Plan 
Notice of Public Information Centre #2 

 
The purpose of the Waterdown 
Transportation Management Plan 
Study is to review the existing 
transportation network and identify 
areas for improvements to address 
existing and future transportation 
needs. The study is being completed 
following the requirements of Phase 1 
and 2 of the Municipal Class EA 
process. Public Information Centre #2 
will present the recommended 
solutions for the project.  
 

How to Participate:  
There are two ways to participate.  All 
consultations are being held virtually to protect the health and safety of Hamilton residents and 
our staff.   
 

 
Review Online Materials Anytime 

 
Join the Virtual Information Meeting 

 

Visit the PROJECT WEBSITE anytime from 
October 14 to November 11, 2020, to view 
the information display panels.  A comment 
form will be available until midnight on 
November 11. Materials are available 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week.   
 
The project website is:  
www.hamilton.ca/waterdownTMP2019 
 

There will be a LIVE Information Meeting 
held on Wednesday, October 21, 2020, from 
5:30 pm to 7:30 pm.  The project team will 
provide an overview presentation of the 
project and answer your questions. 
Individuals can participate online or by phone. 
Pre-registration is required and can be done 
at the below website: 
 
www.hamilton.ca/waterdownTMP2019 
 

 
Additional information about this study is available on the project website.  If you have any 
questions or comments about the study or would like to be added to the project mailing list, 
please contact:  
 
Mohan Philip, M.Eng., P.Eng. 
Project Manager, Transportation Planning 
City of Hamilton 
transportation@hamilton.ca 
 

Do you have any accessibility requirements in order to be able to review the material and comment on 
the study? Please contact Mohan Philip via email or by phone at 905-546-2424 Ext. 3438. 

Information will be collected in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act. With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record. 

This Notice was published in the Flamborough Review on October 8, and 15, 2020. 

Appendix "G" to Report PED22001 
Page 352 of 402

http://www.hamilton.ca/waterdownTMP2019
http://www.hamilton.ca/waterdownTMP2019
http://www.hamilton.ca/waterdownTMP2019
http://www.hamilton.ca/waterdownTMP2019
javascript:void(location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(116,114,97,110,115,112,111,114,116,97,116,105,111,110,64,104,97,109,105,108,116,111,110,46,99,97))
javascript:void(location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(116,114,97,110,115,112,111,114,116,97,116,105,111,110,64,104,97,109,105,108,116,111,110,46,99,97))


TRANSPORTATION MANAGEMENT PLAN
WATERDOWN
Public Information Centre #2

CITY OF HAMILTON

October 21, 2020
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Today’s Agenda
• Project Overview and Class Environmental Assessment Status
• What We’ve Heard
• Alternative Solutions
• Comparative Evaluation
• Preferred Solution(s)
• Discussion

2
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Study Area/ 
Objectives
• Study will support Waterdown 

Community Node Secondary Plan

• In collaboration with the Waterdown 
Village Built Heritage Inventory

• Waterdown Transportation 
Management Plan Goals: 

• Address current and long-term 
transportation problems

• Protect for future needs
• Identify improvement works 

and their timing.

3
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Study Process

PHASE 1: 
Problem/Opport

unity

•Confirm the study 
purpose and 
justification 

•Identify 
problem/opportunity

PHASE 2:
Alternative 

Solutions

•Identify reasonable 
alternative solutions to 
the 
problem/opportunity 

•Conduct an overview 
of existing conditions 
in natural, social and 
economic 
environment

•Identify impact of 
alternative solutions on 
the environment

•Evaluate alternatives 
and recommend a 
solution 

•Select the preferred 
solution

•Document the 
decision making 
process

•Distribute final public 
notice for Master Plan 

PHASE 3:
Alternative 

Design Concepts 
for Preferred 

Solution

•Identify alternative 
design concepts 

•Detailed review of 
existing conditions

•Evaluate alternative 
designs and 
recommend preferred 
design

•Consult review 
agencies and the 
public

•Select the preferred 
design

PHASE 4: 
Environmental 
Study Report

•Document the 
process by completing 
an Environmental 
Study Report (ESR) for 
a Schedule C project

PHASE 5: 
Implementation 

•Design phase
•Proceed to 
design/construction of 
the project

•Monitor for 
environmental 
provisions and 
commitments 

The Transportation Master Plan 
study is following the 
requirements of the Municipal 
Class Environmental 
Assessment (EA) (2000, as 
amended). 

We are 
here

The Class EA process 
ensures that all relevant 

social, environmental 
and engineering factors 

are considered in the 
planning and design 
process. Public and 

agency input is 
integrated into the 

decision making  
process

4
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Problem and Opportunity Statement
Waterdown’s transportation network capacity is becoming insufficient 
to accommodate current and future traffic volumes, resulting in 
congestion, safety concerns, and traffic infiltration into residential 
neighbourhoods. 
The Waterdown Transportation Management Plan Study was initiated 
to address short-term issues and identify long-term improvements 
needed for road network, public transit, and pedestrian and cyclist 
facilities.

5
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Transportation Issues – Highlights of 
What We’ve Heard
Congestion Issues:

• Dundas Street between Hamilton Street and Mill 
Street – AM and PM peak periods

• Mill Street (NB) at Dundas Street – PM peak period
• Right turn from Dundas Street onto Avonsyde 

Boulevard

Neighbourhood Traffic infiltration
• Spring Creek Drive
• Hollybush Drive
• Nisbet Boulevard
• Main Street North

Speeding
• Riley Street
• Brian Boulevard
• Main Street North 

Safety
• Concerns on Mill Street South in the Smokey Hollow 

area
• Road curves - Brian Blvd
• School crossing - Guy Brown School (Brian Boulevard 

@ Longyear Drive)
• Left turn from Boulding Avenue onto Parkside Drive 

during PM peak period.

6
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Road Network and Capacity Analysis
• Overall sufficient capacity for driving 

during peak commuting hours with 
localised issues

• Addition of new East/West Roadway 
(North Waterdown Drive) relieves 
capacity pressures on Parkside Drive

• Most significant congestion location:  
• Dundas Street between Mill Street and 

Hamilton Street North. 
• Issues in the peak commuting directions:  

eastbound in the morning, and 
westbound in the afternoon.

7
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Intersection Analysis
• Forecasted 2031 turning movement 

volumes at 20 signalized intersections 
for analysis

• Two intersections showed signs of 
congestion during the peak 
commuting hours:

• 6 - Dundas Street / Mill Street – LOS F/F
• 13 - Dundas Street / Highway 6 – LOS E/F

• Some individual movements with 
issues

• 2 - Dundas / Avonsyde – Westbound right 
in PM

8
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Alternative Solution “Buckets”

Network Capacity

Transportation Demand Management

Safety

9
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Evaluation Criteria
• Transportation

• Pedestrians
• Cyclists
• Transit Passengers
• Mobility
• Delay
• Emergency Services

• Public Health
• Air Quality
• Safety
• Social Interaction
• Transportation equity
• Active Transportation

• Physical Environment
• Cultural Heritage
• Green space
• Streetscape and public spaces

• Costs
• Capital
• Operations / Maintenance
• Economic benefits

10
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Network Capacity
Issue / Opportunity: Capacity

Alternative Solution Transportation Public Health Physical 
Environment Costs Recommended

Intersection

Adjust Signal Timing at Dundas 
St./Mill St. Good Neutral Neutral Excellent Yes

Add exclusive westbound right turn 
at Dundas St./ Avonsyde Dr. and 
overlapping phasing

Good Neutral Fair Fair Yes

Strategic
Increase vehicle capacity on 
Dundas Street between Mill Street 
and Hamilton Street North

Good Poor Poor Poor No

Alternatives 1 and 2 recommended as they address localized capacity issues on the 
Dundas Street corridor with minor anticipated impacts

13
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Network Capacity (Cont’d)
• Increase vehicle capacity on Dundas Street between Mill Street and 

Hamilton Street North – NOT RECOMMENDED
• Reason to recommend:

• Provides relief for daily peak hour congestion
• Reasons not to recommend

• Potential impacts on Downtown
• Heritage area
• Minimization of Public Realm
• Removal of on-street parking
• Strips downtown core of character and value

• Impacts to other travel modes
• Reduces possibilities for cycling infrastructure on Dundas Street
• Reduces attractiveness for walking and spending time downtown
• Reduces possibilities for transit priority

• Auto-focused solution
• Impacts on public health, physical environment, and costly

• Public and stakeholder concerns

• Need a range of smaller solutions that work together
12
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Transportation Demand Management
Issue / Opportunity: Transportation Demand Management

Alternative Solution Transportation Public 
Health

Physical 
Environment Costs Recommended

Transit

Increase amount of transit service 
(more buses on existing Route 18)

Good Good Neutral Fair Yes

Improve transit coverage (modify 
Route 18)

Excellent Good Neutral Fair Yes

Improve Regional Transit 
Connections

Good Good Neutral Fair Yes

Introduce Alternative Service 
Delivery

Excellent Good Neutral Fair Yes

Active 
Transportation

Implement connected cycling 
network

Excellent Excellent Good Fair Yes

Improve walking network Excellent Excellent Excellent Fair Yes

13
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Increase Service on Route 18
• Existing Route 18 -

Waterdown
• Alternating clockwise and 

counter-clockwise routing
• Aldershot GO/VIA Station to 

the Flamborough Business Park 

• Transit Plan
• Improved service frequency 

from 30 min to 20 min per 
direction

• Expanded hours of service
• Include Sunday service

15

Appendix "G" to Report PED22001 
Page 366 of 402



Modify Route 18
• Objectives

• Improved Service Connections 
to Community Core as part of 
Community Core Secondary Plan

• Improves connections with 
other planned transit services

• Transit Plan
• Add approx. 2 km in route 

length
• Includes 20 min service 

frequency per direction, 
expanded hours, and Sunday 
service.

15
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Add new Regional route
• Under Study / Already Planned Services

• Dundas BRT
• BLAST Rapid Transit Network

• Objective
• Improve regional connections for Waterdown Residents
• Improve employee access

• Transit Plan
• Provide Regional Route between GO 407 Carpool Lot and Downtown 

Hamilton (pre BLAST)
• Provide Regional Route between GO 407 Carpool Lot and Highway 6 

(Post BLAST)
• 15 minute Weekday , Saturday and Sunday

* Continue coordination with ongoing Dundas BRT 

From GO 407/Dundas PNR to Highway 6

From GO 407/Dundas PNR to Hamilton DT

16
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Alternative Service Delivery (ASD)
• Objective

• Expand service to development areas to meet 400 m catchment 
service standard

• Uses technology, smaller vehicles, and sometimes third party 
providers to “dynamically” serve customers

• ASD Conditions
• The relative cost of the service should not exceed the cost of 

operating a conventional fixed-route in the same area;
• The planned development area will be low-density, which is 

anticipated to result in low-ridership demand; and/or
• The planned development area will be located on the fringe of the 

urban area.

• Transit Plan
• Establish 3 ASD areas where passengers are provided with ASD with 

connections to key transfer points
• Continue partnerships with employers to coordinate shift-workers, 

and provide guaranteed ride homes (outside of normal service hours)

17

Appendix "G" to Report PED22001 
Page 369 of 402



Active Transportation
• The planned cycling and AT network for 

Waterdown and the adjacent area is robust

• The priority ranking of critical facilities on Dundas 
St., Parkside Dr. and Hamilton St. are low:

• 89, 116, 131 and 133 out of a total of 202 projects across 
the city

• The planned cycling and AT network is from the 
2018 CMP, which was updated from the plan 
established in 2009

• Significant changes to both the conditions within 
Waterdown and the technical design guidance for cycling 
and active transportation facilities

Waterdown Planned Cycling and AT Network

18

Appendix "G" to Report PED22001 
Page 370 of 402



Active Transportation
• Supplemental cycling 

connections
• Crossing of Grindstone 

Creek

19
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Active Transportation
• Supplemental cycling 

connections
• Crossing of Grindstone 

Creek
• Parallel to Dundas 

Street
• Barton / Griffin
• Connection to Dundas 

via private land

• Connection to Smokey 
Hollow Waterfall

20
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Supplementary 
Network Capacity 
Scenarios

New interchange at Highway 5 / Highway 6 – West 
Side Access Options
1 Addition of Clappison Avenue between Parkside Drive and North 
Waterdown Drive

2 Delayed implementation of connection to Highway 6

3 Closure of Parkside Drive at Highway 6

New Connection
4 Main Street North connection to Centre Road/Hamilton Street 
North

Access Changes
5 Conversion of Mill Street to one-way (four options)

a) Southbound-only between Parkside Drive and Dundas Street

b) Northbound-only between Parkside Drive and Dundas Street

c) Southbound-only between Church Street and Dundas Street

d) Northbound-only between Church Street and Dundas Street
21
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Supplementary Network Capacity 
Opportunities

Issue / Opportunity: Capacity (Supplementary Opportunities)

Opportunity Transportation Public Health Physical 
Environment Costs Recommended

1 - Addition of Clappison Avenue between Parkside Drive and 
North Waterdown Drive* Fair Fair Neutral Fair No*

* The addition of Clappison Ave. between Parkside Dr. and North Waterdown Dr. is not recommended to address the current problem statement. However, the addition may 
be required as a component of the new Highway 5/6 Interchange planned by MTO. Under this scenario, additional investigation is required to determine impacts to the local 
road network from the Highway 5/6 interchange at that time. 

2 – Delayed implementation of connection to Highway 6 Fair Neutral Good Good No

3 - Closure of Parkside Drive at Highway 6 Fair Fair Good Fair No

4 - Main Street North connection to Centre Road/Hamilton Street 
North Poor Poor Neutral Fair No

5a - Mill Street southbound-only between Parkside Drive and 
Dundas Street Good Good Neutral Poor No

5b - Mill Street northbound-only between Parkside Drive and 
Dundas Street Fair Good Neutral Poor No

5c - Mill Street southbound-only between Church Street and 
Dundas Street Good Good Neutral Fair No

5d - Mill Street northbound-only between Church Street and 
Dundas Street Fair Good Neutral Fair No

None were recommended for implementation as they do not address the fundamental problem of congestion and capacity issues in 
Waterdown. The solutions may have localized improvements, but do not address the network capacity problem. 22
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Safety
Solutions to reduce traffic infiltration 
through neighbourhoods, as well as to 
reduce vehicle speeds are being 
brought forward:
• Traffic Calming

• Speed cushions, raised centre islands, raised 
pedestrian crossovers, centreline flex posts, curb 
extensions

• Converting existing school crosswalks to 
pedestrian crossovers

23
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Safety
Additional solutions:
• Pavement Markings

• Painted centrelines, on-street bike lanes
• Adding pedestrian crossovers at roundabouts 
• Providing additional speed limit signs and 

speed feedback signage 

24
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Safety

25
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Next Steps

Public 
Information 
Centre #2 –
October 
2020

Draft Project 
File Report –
November 
2020 

Council 
Approval –
November/
December 2020

Release Project 
File Report

30-day public 
review period

26
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6/21/2021 Dillon Consulting Limited Mail - RE: Confirming Scope: Waterdown Transportation Management Plan

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=3c05b73493&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1682359075226922711%7Cmsg-f%3A16823590752269… 1/1

Fox, Brandon <bfox@dillon.ca>

RE: Confirming Scope: Waterdown Transportation Management Plan 
1 message

Philip, Mohan <Mohan.Philip@hamilton.ca> Tue, Nov 3, 2020 at 11:57 AM
To: "SecondaryLandUse@HydroOne.com" <SecondaryLandUse@hydroone.com>
Cc: "Fox, Brandon" <bfox@dillon.ca>, Jeff Axisa <jaxisa@dillon.ca>, "Molloy, Steve" <Steve.Molloy@hamilton.ca>

Hi Logan,

 

Thanks for your participation in the transportation study. Regarding the pedestrian/cycling bridge across
Grindstone Creek, our initial assessment determined the location to be at the Church St . However further
detailed investigations are need in the future to confirm this. If for any reason this location is not suitable,
then the City will consider it at the Nelson Road location. The chances of considering Wellington St. location
is very less.

Hope this helps.

 

Thanks

Mohan Philip

 

From: SecondaryLandUse@HydroOne.com <SecondaryLandUse@HydroOne.com>  
Sent: October 29, 2020 2:43 PM 
To: Transportation <transportation@hamilton.ca> 
Subject: Confirming Scope: Waterdown Transportation Management Plan

 

Good Afternoon,

 

I am writing to verify a detail in the PIC 2 Presentation material for the Waterdown Transportation Management Plan. Can
you confirm that the City of Hamilton has no intention to pursue a bicycle bridge/path on Wellington St crossing the
Grindstone Creek (Slide 16)?

 

Thanks and have a great day,

 

Logan M cClevis 
Hydro One Networks Inc 
SecondaryLandUse@HydroOne.com
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Ministry of Heritage, Sport,  
Tourism and Culture Industries 
 
Programs and Services Branch 
401 Bay Street, Suite 1700 
Toronto, ON  M7A 0A7 
Tel: 416.786.7553 

Ministère des Industries du Patrimoine,  
du Sport, du Tourisme et de la Culture  
 
Direction des programmes et des services 
401, rue Bay, Bureau 1700 
Toronto, ON  M7A 0A7 
Tél:  416.786.7553 

 

 
 
November 10, 2020     EMAIL ONLY  
 
Mohan Philip, M.Eng., P.Eng. 
Project Manager  
City of Hamilton  
mohan.philip@hamilton.ca 
 
 
MHSTCI File  : 0010276 
Proponent : The City of Hamilton  
Subject : Notice of Public Information Centre 2  - MCEA Master Planning 

Approach 2 
Project  : Waterdown Transportation Management Plan 
Location : Waterdown, City of Hamilton  

 
 
Dear Mohan Philip: 
 
Thank you for providing the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries (MHSTCI) 
with the Notice of Public Information Centre for this project. MHSTCI’s interest in this master plan 
relates to it’s mandate of conserving Ontario’s cultural heritage, which includes archaeological 
resources, built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes. 
 
MHSTCI understands that master plans are long range plans which integrate infrastructure 
requirements for existing and future land use with environmental assessment planning principles. 
The Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (MCEA) outlines a framework for master plan 
and associated studies which should recognize the planning and design Process of this Class EA 
and should incorporate the key principles of successful environmental assessment planning 
identified in Section A.1.1. The master planning process will, at minimum, address Phases 1 and 
2 of the Planning and Design Process of the MCEA. 
 
This letter provides advice on how to incorporate consideration of cultural heritage in the above-
mentioned master planning process by outlining the technical cultural heritage studies and the 
level of detail required to address cultural heritage in master plans. In accordance with the MCEA, 
cultural heritage resources should be identified early in the process in order to determine known 
and potential resources and potential impacts. 
 
Master Plan Summary 
The City of Hamilton has initiated a transportation management study for the Waterdown area. This 
study is being completed following the requirements of Phase 1 and 2 of the Municipal Class EA 
process. 
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Recommendations for Master Planning Approach 2 
MHSTCI understands that the level of investigation, consultation and documentation in this 
master plan is sufficient to fulfill the requirements for Schedule B MCEA undertakings and would 
provide the basis for future investigations for the specific Schedule C MCEA undertakings 
identified within it. In regards to cultural heritage resources the master plan should; 

• identify existing baseline environmental conditions,  
• identify expected environmental impacts and, 
• Include measures to mitigate potential negative impacts.  

 
Archaeological Resources 
Schedule B MCEA undertakings included as part of the master plan should be screened using 
the City of Hamilton’s Archaeological Management Plan. If the EA project area exhibits 
archaeological potential, then an archaeological assessment (AA) should be undertaken by an 
archaeologist licensed under the Ontario Heritage Act and submitted for MHSTCI review prior to 
the completion of the master plan. 
 
The master plan should provide guidance on the need for further archaeological assessments by 
acknowledging that the city contains archaeological resources and areas of archaeological 
potential and by stating that future projects must consult the City of Hamilton’s Archaeological 
Master Plan.  
 
Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes 
A Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment will be 
undertaken for the entire study area during the planning phase and will be summarized in the EA 
Report. This study will:  
 

1. Describe the existing baseline cultural heritage conditions within the study area by 
identifying all known or potential built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes, 
including a historical summary of the study area. MHSTCI has developed screening 
criteria that may assist with this exercise: Criteria for Evaluating for Potential Built Heritage 
Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes.   

 
2. Identify preliminary potential project-specific impacts on the known and potential built 

heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes that have been identified. The report 
should include a description of the anticipated impact to each known or potential built 
heritage resource or cultural heritage landscape that has been identified.    
 

3. Recommend measures to avoid or mitigate potential negative impacts to known or 
potential built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes. The proposed 
mitigation measures are to inform the next steps of project planning and design.  
 

For Schedule B MCEAs undertaken as part of the master plan, where a known or potential built 
heritage resource or cultural heritage landscape may be directly and adversely impacted, and 
where it has not yet been evaluated for Cultural Heritage Value or Interest (CHVI), completion of 
a Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report (CHER) is required to fully understand its CHVI and level 
of significance. The CHER must be completed as part of the final EA report. If a potential resource 
is found to be of CHVI, then a Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) will need to be undertaken and 
included in the final EA report. Our Ministry’s Info Sheet #5: Heritage Impact Assessments and 
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Conservation Plans outlines the scope of HIAs. Please send the HIA to MHSTCI for review and 
make it available to local organizations or individuals who have expressed interest in review. 
 
While some cultural heritage landscapes are contained within individual property boundaries, 
others span across multiple properties. For certain cultural heritage landscapes, it will be more 
appropriate for the CHER and HIA to include multiple properties, in order to reflect the extent of 
that cultural heritage landscape in its entirety.  
 
Community input should be sought to identify locally recognized and potential cultural heritage 
resources. Sources include, but are not limited to, municipal heritage committees, community 
heritage registers, historical societies and other local heritage organizations. Where applicable, 
the findings of the Waterdown Village Built Heritage Inventory should be used to support the 
identification of Cultural Heritage Resources.  
 
Cultural heritage resources are often of critical importance to Indigenous communities. Indigenous 
communities may have knowledge that can contribute to the identification of cultural heritage 
resources, and we suggest that any engagement with Indigenous communities includes a 
discussion about known or potential cultural heritage resources that are of value to them.   
 
Environmental Assessment Reporting 
Technical cultural heritage studies are to be undertaken by a qualified person who has expertise, 
recent experience, and knowledge relevant to the type of cultural heritage resources being 
considered and the nature of the activity being proposed. Please advise MHSTCI whether any 
technical heritage studies will be completed for this master plan and provide them to MHSTCI 
before issuing a Notice of Completion.  
 
Thank you for consulting MHSTCI on this project. Please continue to do so through the master 
plan process and contact Dan Minkin for any questions or clarification.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Joseph Harvey  
On behalf of 
 
Dan Minkin 
Heritage Planner 
Heritage Planning Unit  
Dan.Minkin@ontario.ca  
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is the sole responsibility of proponents to ensure that any information and documentation submitted as part of their EA report or file 
is accurate.  MHSTCI makes no representation or warranty as to the completeness, accuracy or quality of the any checklists, reports 
or supporting documentation submitted as part of the EA process, and in no way shall MHSTCI be liable for any harm, damages, 
costs, expenses, losses, claims or actions that may result if any checklists, reports or supporting documents are discovered to be 
inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent.  
 
Please notify MHSTCI if archaeological resources are impacted by EA project work. All activities impacting archaeological resources 
must cease immediately, and a licensed archaeologist is required to carry out an archaeological assessment in accordance with the 
Ontario Heritage Act and the Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists.   
 
If human remains are encountered, all activities must cease immediately and the local police as well as the Registrar, Burials of the 
Ministry of Government and Consumer Services must be contacted. In situations where human remains are associated with 
archaeological resources, MHSTCI should also be notified to ensure that the site is not subject to unlicensed alterations which would 
be a contravention of the Ontario Heritage Act. 
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November 17, 2020 
 
 
Re: Waterdown Transportation Management Plan  
 
 
Attention: 
Mohan Philip, M.Eng., P.Eng. 
Project Manager, Transportation Planning 
City of Hamilton 
 
 
Thank you for sending us notification regarding (Waterdown Transportation Management Plan).  In our 
preliminary assessment, we have confirmed that Hydro One has existing high voltage Transmission 
facilities within your study area (see map attached). In particular the greatest risk to Hydro Assets is 
from the pedestrian/cycling bridge across Grindstone Creek, Wellington St alternative. As such, we must 
stay informed as more information becomes available so that we can advise if any of the alternative 
solutions present actual conflicts with our assets, and if so; what resulting measures and costs could be 
incurred by the proponent. Note that this response does not constitute approval for your plans and is 
being sent to you as a courtesy to inform you that we must continue to be consulted on your project. 
 
In addition to the existing infrastructure mentioned above, the applicable transmission corridor may 
have provisions for future lines or already contain secondary land uses (e.g., pipelines, watermains, 
parking). Please take this into consideration in your planning.  
 
Also, we would like to bring to your attention that should (Waterdown Transportation Management 
Plan) result in a Hydro One station expansion or transmission line replacement and/or relocation, an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) will be required as described under the Class Environmental Assessment 
for Minor Transmission Facilities (Hydro One, 2016). This EA process would require a minimum of 6 
months for a Class EA Screening Process (or up to 18 months if a Full Class EA were to be required) to be 
completed. Associated costs will be allocated and recovered from proponents in accordance with the 
Transmission System Code.  If triggered, Hydro One will rely on studies completed as part of the EA you 
are current undertaking. 
 
Consulting with Hydro One on such matters during your project's EA process is critical to avoiding 
conflicts where possible or, where not possible, to streamlining processes (e.g., ensuring study coverage 
of expansion/relocation areas within the current EA).  Once in receipt of more specific project 
information regarding the potential for conflicts (e.g., siting, routing), Hydro One will be in a better 
position to communicate objections or not objections to alternatives proposed. 
 
If possible at this stage, please formally confirm that Hydro One infrastructure and associated rights-of-
way will be completely avoided, or if not possible, allocate appropriate lead-time in your project 
schedule to collaboratively work through potential conflicts with Hydro One, which ultimately could 
result in timelines identified above. 
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In planning, note that developments should not reduce line clearances or limit access to our 
infrastructure at any time. Any construction activities must maintain the electrical clearance from the 
transmission line conductors as specified in the Ontario Health and Safety Act for the respective line 
voltage. 
 
Be advised that any changes to lot grading or drainage within, or in proximity to Hydro One transmission 
corridor lands must be controlled and directed away from the transmission corridor. 
 
Please note that the proponent will be held responsible for all costs associated with modifications or 
relocations of Hydro One infrastructure that result from your project, as well as any added costs that 
may be incurred due to increased efforts to maintain said infrastructure. 
 
We reiterate that this message does not constitute any form of approval for your project. Hydro One 
must be consulted during all stages of your project. Please ensure that all future communications about 
this and future project(s) are sent to us electronically to secondarylanduse@hydroone.com 
 
Sent on behalf of, 
 
Secondary Land Use 
Asset Optimization  
Strategy & Integrated Planning 
Hydro One Networks Inc. 
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Memorandum 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Date: April 13, 2021 
 
 

 

To: Logan McClevis 
      Secondary Land Use Asset Optimization 
      Strategy and Integrated Planning 
      Hydro One Networks Inc. 
      483 Bay Street, Toronto, ON 
 
cc: Steve Molloy, Brandon Fox, Jeff Axis, Janet Smolders 
 

  

From:  Mohan Philip, Project Manager, City of Hamilton 
 

  

Subject:  City of Hamilton, Waterdown Transportation Management Plan (WTMP)  
 

 

Thank you for your letter dated November 17, 2020, regarding the potential for conflicts between 
works proposed as part of the WTMP and Hydro One’s high voltage transmission lines in the 
Study Area. 
 
The project team identified three alternative locations for an active transportation crossing of 
Grindstone Creek. Those are at Wellington Street, Nelson Street and Church Street. Slide 19 of 
the Public Information Centre displays (available on the City’s website at 
www.hamilton.ca/waterdownTMP2019) shows the three alternative locations considered for the 
crossing. As noted in your letter, the Wellington Street alternative poses the greatest risk to 
Hydro assets. The location at Church Street was recommended in consideration of its low impact 
on the property and environment. Further detailed investigations will be undertaken in the future.  
 
Dillon Consultant is currently preparing the WTMP Study Report. The report is expected to be 
available for public and agency review later this year. The report will address Hydro One’s 
interests as follows: 
 
• The existing conditions inventory will describe Hydro One’s assets and “secondary land 

uses”, as shown on the map attached to your letter 
• Evaluations of the alternatives identified in the TMP will cover potential impacts on these 

assets 
• To provide appropriate lead time, any potential impacts will be discussed with Hydro One in 

advance of the review period of the TMP 
 
We look forward to Ontario Hydro’s continuing involvement with the TMP. 
 
MP/ 
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From: Transportation <transportation@hamilton.ca>
Sent: November 9, 2020 6:48 AM
To: Philip, Mohan
Subject: FW: Waterdown Transportation Management Plan Comments

FYI

Tiffany Wolsey
On behalf of Transportation Planning

The City of Hamilton encourages physical distancing, wearing a mask in an enclosed public space, and increased
handwashing. Learn more about the City’s response to COVID-19 www.hamilton.ca/coronavirus.

Sent: November 8, 2020 12:00 PM
To: Transportation <transportation@hamilton.ca>
Cc: Yong-Lee, Sally <Sally.Yong-Lee@hamilton.ca>; Partridge, Judi <Judi.Partridge@hamilton.ca>; Saad, Farida
<Farida.Saad@hamilton.ca>
Subject: Waterdown Transportation Management Plan Comments

Good Morning!

I have unsuccessfully tried to email an attachment of my comments to the October 21st presentation on the
Waterdown Transportation Management Plan,  As such below are my comments to the presentation:

I have reviewed the Transportation Management Plan Presentation of October 21st and have the following
comments:

Page 3 states one of the objectives of the study is to “address current and long term transportation
problems”.  On page 6 the report states one of the Congestion Issues as “Dundas Street between Hamilton
Street and Mill Street – AM and PM peak periods.”

 The original Waterdown Aldershot Master Transportation Plan, identified the same issue. Waterdown needs to
address the need for “one more lane of East and West road capacity”.  The flawed results of the Waterdown
Aldershot Master Transportation Plan was to build a new “bypass road” north of Parkside Drive.   This
recommended bypass road is going through the Ontario Greenbelt , including through a Provincially Significant
wetland.  That solution, will not solve the long term problem of traffic volumes on Dundas Street in downtown
Waterdown.   This is already well recognized because:

· There is no scheduled plan by the City to even complete the new “bypass “road to highway 6. (Why – because
they know the need / demand is not there.)
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· Your report also confirms that this new bypass road (called Waterdown North) as a solution only to address
future congestion of Parkside. (Page 7.)

Your study was the opportunity to solve the current and long term congestion on Dundas Street.  Instead your
report has simply stated that increasing capacity on Dundas Street to solve the problem, is NOT Recommended,
with NO detailed evaluation.  You stated while it would be a “GOOD” solution for solving the transportation
issue, you also stated it is a “Poor” solution since it affects  Public Health, Physical Environment and Costs.

It reality, it would be an EXCELLENT solution that solves the objective of your study and solves the failures of
the Waterdown Aldershot Master Transportation Plan.

While I would agree that there would be implications that need to be addressed / mitigated to Public Health, the
Physical Environment and Costs, your report simply states this solution is POOR and fully dismisses this
solution.  I believe this dismissal is outside of your mandate because your offered solutions DO NOT SOLVE
THE PROBLEM. (Your reports recommendation of extra adding Transit including cycling and walking, while
having a general theoretical merit, is NOT solving the basic vehicle traffic problems.)

 On page 12 you have provided all one line negative reasons why you do not recommend it.   You need to
provide the public / politicians with a detailed ANALYSIS of this solution, detailing and rating the plus and
minuses of all the issues so they can be fairly reviewed balanced against this EXCELLENT solution.

Some of your stated negative impacts are minimal and or not even true.  For example:

· Removal of on-street parking:  It is well known that widening Dundas Street to 4 lanes and allowing the parking
during non-peak traffic hours (on the outside lanes) would actually INCREASE on street parking from what is
currently there.

· Impact on Heritage area: If Dundas Street is widened to 4 lanes (which it basically already is in the majority of
these two blocks between Mill and Hamilton Street once the parking boulevards are removed),  NO heritage
building are physically affected.

· Strips downtown core of character and Value: This core area of Waterdown HAS no foot traffic gathering
character.  It does not have enough closely spaced buildings to support the quantity of businesses that could
welcome and cater to a friendly public gathering / shopping area. While there are some existing businesses that
would benefit from foot traffic (ie – coffee shop, book store, cupcake shop, dress store...) the majority of others
do not depend on foot traffic (judo school, bicycle shop, real estate, kitchen store, Dr. Offices, banks...).  NOTE:
Areas like Downtown Dundas that have a couple of BLOCKS of stores spaced 10 to 20 feet along their main road
can justify keeping  and building on a character for foot traffic.  Downtown Waterdown, (which is really only has
some foot traffic business between Mill Street and Main Street) does not have the existing building / businesses
to evolve into a foot traffic area.

Granted, all of the above are simply my quick opinions but is does show that your “NOT Recommended
Reasons” are simply white washing the opportunity to properly study this solution.

In summary, unless your report properly evaluates the widening the Dundas Street with unbiased facts
presented to the public / politicians, for THEM to make the final decision, it is just another waste of an
opportunity to eliminate the traffic problem in Downtown Waterdown.
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From: Emma DeFields <edefields@hrca.on.ca>
Sent: November 6, 2020 6:47 PM
To: Philip, Mohan
Subject: RE: Waterdown Transportation Study, PIC Notice

Good afternoon Mohan,

Conservation Halton staff is in the process of reviewing the PIC material for the Waterdown Transportation Study, and I
have a few questions to assist in our review:

· Slide 18: Will planned active transportation works (bicycle land/paved shoulder/trails/routes) all be within
existing road/trail footprints? Will the works be expanding into undeveloped areas either within or outside of
existing Right of Ways? For example, will bike lanes just be painted on existing roads, or will the road need to
expand to accommodate the bike lane?

· Slide 19: Have various options for crossings been explored through this study, including possible options that
avoid new creek crossings?

· Slide 20: Can you please confirm where the crossing(s) of Grindstone Creek is/are being proposed?

· Slide 21: Is the new interchange at Highway 5 / Highway 6 being evaluated through this Transportation Study or
through a different study?

I would be happy to set up a phone call if that’s the easiest way to go through my questions. Thanks very much and I
look forward to working with you.

Emma

Emma DeFields, MES, MCIP, RPP
Environmental Planner

Conservation Halton
2596 Britannia Road West, Burlington, ON L7P 0G3
905.336.1158 ext. 2335 | Fax 905.336.6684 | edefields@hrca.on.ca
conservationhalton.ca

Conservation Halton’s Administration Office is currently closed to the public due to COVID-19.  For more information and
updates on Conservation Halton’s planning and permitting services, please visit https://conservationhalton.ca/planning-
permits.

From: Philip, Mohan <Mohan.Philip@hamilton.ca>
Sent: October 8, 2020 9:28 AM
To: Philip, Mohan <Mohan.Philip@hamilton.ca>
Subject: Waterdown Transportation Study, PIC Notice

Hi,
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Please find attached notice for Public Information Centre (PIC) #2 to be held on
October 21, 2020 at 5.30 pm. Pre-registration is required to participate and can be
done at the project website www.hamilton.ca/waterdownTMP2019

Thank you,

Mohan Philip, M. Eng., P.Eng.
Project Manager
Transportation Planning
PED Dept., City of Hamilton
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.
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6/23/2021 Dillon Consulting Limited Mail - RE: Waterdown Community Transportation Management Plan

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=3c05b73493&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1683277483029480494%7Cmsg-f%3A1697483800035… 1/2

Fox, Brandon <bfox@dillon.ca>

RE: Waterdown Community Transportation Management Plan 
1 message

Philip, Mohan <Mohan.Philip@hamilton.ca> Mon, Apr 19, 2021 at 11:38 AM

Cc: , "Fox, Brandon" <bfox@dillon.ca>, "jsmolders@Dillon.ca" <jsmolders@dillon.ca>,
Ian Borsuk <iborsuk@dillon.ca>, "Axisa, Jeff" <jaxisa@dillon.ca>

Dear 

 

Thank you for your email expressing your support for the TMP.  

 

As you know, the Recommended Plan presented at Public Information Centre 2 on October 21, 2020, focuses on a range
of solutions to address current and future transportation problems. These include transportation demand management
measures, such as increasing transit use and active transportation (cycling and walking).  ‘Flamborough Connects’ bus
services to rural residents with no access to a car will play an important role in implementing this recommendation.

Dillon Consultant is currently preparing the TMP Study Report.  The report is expected to be available for public and
agency review later this year. We appreciate your support and look forward to ‘Flamborough Connects’ continuing
involvement with the TMP.

 

Sincerely,

 

Mohan Philip, M. Eng., P.Eng.

Project Manager

Transportation Planning

PED Dept., City of Hamilton.

 

  
Sent: November 12, 2020 2:22 PM 
To: Philip, Mohan <Mohan.Philip@hamilton.ca> 

; Partridge, Judi <Judi.Partridge@hamilton.ca> 
Subject: Waterdown Community Transportation Management Plan

 

Hello Mohan,

 

I just wanted to follow up from the meeting on October 21 regarding Waterdown transportation. Thank you for convening
an informative and well presented opportunity for residents to participate in this important issue.
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6/23/2021 Dillon Consulting Limited Mail - RE: Waterdown Community Transportation Management Plan
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Flamborough Connects has been supporting the transportation needs of isolated rural residents for over ten years.
Hopefully soon, we will resume our collaborative service with DARTS to coordinate bi-weekly grocery shopping buses for
several rural riders without transportation. To meet current needs, we are now in the process of launching a volunteer
driver program.

 

Flamborough Connects understands the complex transportation needs of this community and how the lack of public
transit can both isolate and contribute to poor health outcomes – regardless of age.

 

We welcome innovative and creative solutions to this issue – particularly for those outside HSR serviced Waterdown –
and are happy to meet, consult and support your efforts.

 

Many thanks and stay safe,

 

www.flamboroughconnects.ca

 

Facebook: Flamborough Connects

Instagram: flamboroughconnects

Twitter: InfoFlamborough
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6/21/2021 Dillon Consulting Limited Mail - RE: Comment Form from Rick Breznik, Citizen of Waterdown on the Oct 21 2020 WTMP Virtual PIC #2
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Fox, Brandon <bfox@dillon.ca>

RE: Comment Form from Rick Breznik, Citizen of Waterdown on the Oct 21 2020
WTMP Virtual PIC #2 
1 message

Philip, Mohan <Mohan.Philip@hamilton.ca> Wed, Apr 14, 2021 at 11:26 AM

Cc: "Fox, Brandon" <bfox@dillon.ca>, "Axisa, Jeff" <jaxisa@dillon.ca>, "jsmolders@Dillon.ca" <jsmolders@dillon.ca>,
"Partridge, Judi" <Judi.Partridge@hamilton.ca>, "DiGiantomasso, Christine" <Christine.DiGiantomasso@hamilton.ca>,
"Molloy, Steve" <Steve.Molloy@hamilton.ca>

Dear 

 

Thank you for your comments and suggestions. We note that you disagree with the recommendations, presented at
Public Information Centre on October 21, 2020, to not provide additional lanes on Dundas Street at the downtown area.

 

Congestion along Dundas Street between Hamilton and Mill Streets is a issue during the AM and PM peak periods.
Although adding lanes on Dundas Street would provide relief for daily peak hour congestion, the City has decided not to
include it as part of the Recommended Plan due to its potential adverse impacts on the character and heritage value of
the downtown’s Heritage Conservation District, heritage buildings and cultural landscape. It would also remove on-street
parking for downtown businesses.

 

An auto-focused solution has impacts on public health and the physical environment, it reduces the possibility of providing
cycling facilities on Dundas Street and decreases the attractiveness of the downtown for walking and spending time there.
The downtown currently has some commercial uses that depend on pedestrians but most appear to depend on car
access. As the downtown becomes more pedestrian oriented and its heritage character enhanced, more pedestrians will
be attracted to the downtown. This, in turn, will increase its value as a heritage area.

 

Instead of adding lanes on Dundas Street and other roads, the Recommended Plan focuses on a range of solutions to
address current and long-term transportation problems. These include transportation demand management measures,
such as increasing transit use and active transportation (cycling and walking). The Recommended Plan also includes
measures to reduce neighbourhood speeding and traffic infiltration throughout Waterdown.

 

In response to your suggestions regarding changes to parking and lane directions during rush hours:

 

Parking on Dundas Street is essential to supporting local businesses as part of the Business Improvement Area
(BIA). Removing on-street parking was considered but not recommended.
Regarding lane direction, traffic flow through this area is roughly equal in each direction. Changing or reprioritizing
lane direction would not significantly improve traffic congestion issues through this area.

 

Dillon Consultant is currently preparing the TMP study report.  The report is expected to be available for public and
agency review later this year. We appreciate your input and look forward to your continuing involvement with the
Waterdown TMP.

 

Sincerely,
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Mohan Philip, M. Eng., P.Eng.

Project Manager

Transportation Planning

PED Dept., City of Hamilton

 

 

From: 
Sent: November 11, 2020 10:54 AM 
To: Transportation <transportation@hamilton.ca>; Bfox@dillon.ca 
Cc: Partridge, Judi <Judi.Partridge@hamilton.ca>; Saad, Farida <Farida.Saad@hamilton.ca>; Jacob, Susan
<Susan.Jacob@hamilton.ca>; Yong-Lee, Sally <Sally.Yong-Lee@hamilton.ca> 
Subject: RE: Comment Form from  Citizen of Waterdown on the Oct 21 2020 WTMP Virtual PIC #2

 

Please see revised commentary pdf by SO.

 

My apologies.

 

In previous document it states Locke St as a comparison. That should state Queen St in Hamilton as a comparison.

 

From:  
Sent: November 11, 2020 10:51 AM 
To: transportation@hamilton.ca; Bfox@dillon.ca 
Cc: Judi Partridge <judi.partridge@hamilton.ca>; Saad, Farida <Farida.Saad@hamilton.ca>; Jacob, Susan
<Susan.Jacob@hamilton.ca>; ; Yong-Lee, Sally <Sally.Yong-Lee@hamilton.ca> 
Subject: Comment Form from  Citizen of Waterdown on the Oct 21 2020 WTMP Virtual PIC #2

 

Dear City Staff, Dillon Consulting, Councillor Judi Partridge, and Rick Breznik        

 

I wish to add my comments based on my participation in the recent PIC meeting on the Waterdown Transportation Master
Plan.  I as well as , have been involved intensively in the WATMP EA process from as far back as 2005 for myself
and at least that far back if not more.  We both served on Stakeholder Advisory Committees and we still have
individual outstanding issues that continue to need to be addressed with the Project Team on the bypass.

 

Although other stakeholders may not like what  has had to say in his commentary, I must say it one of the best
commentaries I have read in recent years about the problems on Dundas St.  His commentary is fair I believe and it is
willing to look at alternatives that were not adequately analyzed by the Project Team.  I would also suggest to staff to
recognize that is a Professional Engineer by training and has done an excellent job as an independent
forensic reviewer of the EA, its data, and has given valuable feedback to the City that has made an impact in the final EA
for the WATMP.  He once again has provided excellent feedback.
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My suggestions or concerns to add to his suggestions are:

 

1. Dundas St. was once a 4 lane road with on -street parking.  The parking was never prohibited at rush hours like it
is on King St in downtown Hamilton for example such as between Bay St and Hess St.  I ask why had this never
been tried in Waterdown? I have lived here since 1986 and I do not recall any prohibited parking hours in
downtown Waterdown. 

a. If you would not be willing to do this, why not consider at least the westerly direction changed back to two
lanes heading west during rush hours with parking available at all other hours.  Even this one additional
lane for 2 hours a day along with changes on Vinegar Hill would help to get people home sooner after work
and cause less stress.

2. Vinegar Hill – to make a 4 lane Dundas St at rush hour work (heading west no parking at rush hour) or a 3 lane (2
lanes west – no parking at rush hour and  1 lane heading east) ,  Vinegar Hill/Dundas St needs to be converted to
2 lanes heading West and 1 lane only heading East. It is current only a one lane each way with a single turning
lane.    One example in Hamilton where a 2 lane one direction, 1 lane in  other direction seems to be working is on
Queen St North in Hamilton where it was recently converted to 2 lanes heading southerly to the mountain and one
lane heading northerly to Main St. I have driven on it recently and it seems to be a sensible solution.  Traffic in
neither direction requires a vacant centre lane in which to make a turn.

 

I will leave  these ideas and suggestions with you and I would hope you would give them consideration.

 

Regards,

 

 L8B 0N3
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Fox, Brandon <bfox@dillon.ca>

RE: Oct 21 virtual public meeting 
1 message

Philip, Mohan <Mohan.Philip@hamilton.ca> Thu, Apr 8, 2021 at 10:55 AM
To: 
Cc: "Fox, Brandon" <bfox@dillon.ca>, Tim Kooistra <tkooistra@dillon.ca>, "Axisa, Jeff" <jaxisa@dillon.ca>

Dear 

 

Thank you for your messages with your comments on Public Information Centre (PIC) 2.  Your comment
suggest that Mill Street South be changed to southbound one-way from either Dundas, Griffin or Union
Streets.

Slide 21 of the PIC displays included three scenarios for increasing network capacity, including four options
for converting Mill Street to a one-way street, north of Dundas.  As shown in the evaluation on Slide 22,
these options were not recommended since they do not address the fundamental problem of congestion and
capacity issues in Waterdown.  Although they may result in some localized improvements, they do not
address network capacity problems.

 

Your suggestion that Mill Street be converted to one-way southbound from either Dundas, Griffin or Union
Streets was reviewed by City staff who noted that this change would increase traffic on Union and Griffin
Streets.  Also, Mill Street/Waterdown Road is the main access route to Highway403 and for Aldershot
GO/VIA Station. Our expectation is that once the Mountain Brow-Burke Street route is constructed and
opened to traffic there will be a reduction in traffic volume on Mill St. South. This should result in reduced
traffic pressure at the Dundas-Mill St. intersection and the immediate surroundings. 

 

Dillon Consultant is currently preparing a draft of the WTMP study report.  The report is expected to be
available for public and agency review later this year. We look forward to your continuing involvement with
the Waterdown Transportation Study.

 

Sincerely,

 

Mohan Philip, M. Eng., P.Eng.

Project Manager

Transportation Planning

PED Dept., City of Hamilton
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From:   
Sent: October 22, 2020 12:02 PM 
To: Transportation <transportation@hamilton.ca> 
Subject: Oct 21 virtual public meeting

 

Hi Mohan…

At last night’s virtual meeting I made a brief suggestion in the chat area and based on the responses I felt that I needed to
elaborate a bit.

 

My suggestion was to make Mill Street south a one-way traffic route in the southerly direction from either Dundas, Griffin
or Union Streets. From a traffic flow Dundas would be the safest by not capturing unaware traffic at the other two
locations.

Staff response to the suggestion was that making Mill St. south a one-way south route would put more traffic pressures
onto Union & Griffin. I believe the opposite to be true. With Mill Street remaining two-way going north, all the morning rush
that goes down to the Go station would remain dispersed between the various route going south.

 

The big change will result in driving the end of day northern traffic away from Mill, Union and Griffin by forcing all traffic, all
day, to turn east at Mountain Brow and follow the soon to be available by-pass route to go north.

 

In addition, by stopping southerly traffic below Dundas, it would eliminate the safety hazards for both pedestrian as well a
cyclers going down into Smokey Hollow. Southerly traffic can easily be pushed into the left (now the northerly) lane going
south thus allowing for a low profile separated bike and pedestrian walkway under the rail bridge. In this scenario only a
handful of local residents are inconvenienced. Griffin St. as is presently the case with Union St., traffic will no longer be
able to go north but will have substantially reduced daily traffic.

 

Removing traffic going north on Mill St, south will also eliminate the law breakers from turning  onto Griffin between the 4
to 6pm restriction. It will also eliminate the hazards of traffic jamming at the corner of Griffin and Main when parked cars
are located at that corner of Griffin.

 

And lastly, the Mill Street residents will only need to put up with Go traffic going south in the morning, without the repeat in
the evening.
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Fox, Brandon <bfox@dillon.ca>

RE: Proposed bus route for Waterdown. 
1 message

Philip, Mohan <Mohan.Philip@hamilton.ca> Thu, Mar 25, 2021 at 3:05 PM
To:
Cc: "Fox, Brandon" <bfox@dillon.ca>, "jsmolders@Dillon.ca" <jsmolders@dillon.ca>

Dear  

Thank you for your input into the study.  

The westbound bus route along Parkside Drive, as shown at Public Information Centre #2 on October 21, 2020, turning
north on Main Street North, is not possible since Main Street has been dead-ended before it reaches Centre Road.  Slide
15 of the Public Information Centre displays (available on the City’s website at https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?
u=https-3A__www.hamilton.ca_waterdownTMP2019&d=DwIGaQ&c=JnLCALisrKxQZnQdpANaBZUceEgEGD
7wjEyj__0JcDA&r=n44ueZQcQq8uvpfGhBHiPw&m=GLI8hREkDHOH2QEB3jMBNV-pd64dHY-KY0kHpmcZUgs&s=
wkFn2eEcX3Hi2l_SIgJpPoMDjypdAxuzab6fVwdjFuo&e=  ) shows proposed modifications to Route 18 with the
westbound bus route along Parkside Drive turning left at Main Street before it reaches Centre Road.  

Please note that the Transportation Master Plan (TMP) and Environmental Screening Report is under preparation.  The
report is expected to be available for the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 30-day public and public review
period later this year. We look forward to your continuing involvement with the TMP. 

Sincerely, 

Mohan Philip, M. Eng., P.Eng. 
Project Manager 
Transportation Planning 
PED Dept., City of Hamilton 

-----Original Message----- 
From:
Sent: November 6, 2020 1:36 PM 
To: Transportation <transportation@hamilton.ca> 
Subject: Proposed bus route for Waterdown. 

  Mr. M. Philip 
  Project Mgr., transportation planning 

  Dear Sir, 
  I left a short message for you earlier today, so this is merely a followup message. 
  You have the bus route currently mapped out to go west along Parkside and turn north on Main St. N. 
  Main St. N., north of Parkside has been “Dead-ended” before it reaches Centre Rd. so the proposed route is
impossible.  That intersection has been closed for almost a year now.  In short, Main St. N. no longer meets Centre Rd.
and ergo cannot meet up with the proposed street on the west side of Centre Rd. 

  Sincerely, 

 

  L0R2H0 
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Fox, Brandon <bfox@dillon.ca>

RE: Waterdown Transportation Management Plan Comments 
 WATERDOWN: 

1 message

Philip, Mohan <Mohan.Philip@hamilton.ca> Tue, Apr 13, 2021 at 3:01 PM
To: "
Cc: "Fox, Brandon" <bfox@dillon.ca>, "Axisa, Jeff" <jaxisa@dillon.ca>, "jsmolders@Dillon.ca" <jsmolders@dillon.ca>

 

Dear 

 

Thank you for your comments and suggestions.  We understand that you disagree with the recommendations,
presented at Public Information Centre on October 21, 2020, to not widen Dundas Street.

As noted in your email, congestion along Dundas Street between Hamilton and Mill Streets is an issue during the AM
and PM peak periods. Although widening Dundas Street would provide relief for daily peak hour congestion, the City
has decided not to include it as part of the Recommended Plan.  The main reason for this recommendation is due to
the widening’s potential adverse impacts on the character and heritage value of the downtown’s Heritage Conservation
District, heritage buildings and cultural landscape. It would also remove on-street parking for downtown businesses.

 

In addition to being very costly, an auto-focused solution also has impacts on public health and the physical
environment, reduces the possibility of providing cycling facilities on Dundas Street and decreases the attractiveness
of the downtown for walking and spending time there.  As you noted, the downtown currently has some commercial
uses that depend on pedestrians but most appear to depend on car access. As the downtown becomes more
pedestrian oriented and its heritage character enhanced, more and more pedestrians will be attracted to the
downtown.  This, in turn, will increase its value as a heritage area.

 

The Recommended Plan focuses on a range of solutions to address current and long-term transportation problems. 
These include transportation demand management measures, such as increasing transit use and active transportation
(cycling and walking).  The Recommended Plan also includes measures to reduce neighbourhood speeding and traffic
infiltration throughout Waterdown.

 

Your email also mentions the North Waterdown Drive, previously planned as part of the original Waterdown Aldershot
Master Transportation Plan to connect North Waterdown Drive to Highway 6.  Slide 7 of the PIC 2 displays states that
the new road will relieve capacity pressures on Parkside Drive.  Three options for this connection and an evaluation of
the options are shown on Slides 21 and 22.  North Waterdown Dr. is an approved project and is currently under
various stages of implementation. Our study recommends not to delay the road connection to Highway 6, as indicated
in Slide 22. 

 

Dillon Consultant is currently preparing a the TMP study report. The report is expected to be available for public and
agency review later this year. We appreciate your long standing participation in transportation planning projects in
Waterdown and look forward to your continuing involvement with the TMP.

 

Sincerely,
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Mohan Philip, M. Eng., P.Eng.

Project Manager

Transportation Planning

PED Dept., City of Hamilton

 

 

From:  
Sent: November 8, 2020 12:00 PM 
To: Transportation <transportation@hamilton.ca> 
Cc: Yong-Lee, Sally <Sally.Yong-Lee@hamilton.ca>; Partridge, Judi <Judi.Partridge@hamilton.ca>; Saad, Farida
<Farida.Saad@hamilton.ca> 
Subject: Waterdown Transportation Management Plan Comments

 

Good Morning!

I have unsuccessfully tried to email an attachment of my comments to the October 21st presentation on the Waterdown
Transportation Management Plan,  As such below are my comments to the presentation: 

I have reviewed the Transportation Management Plan Presentation of October 21st and have the following comments:

Page 3 states one of the objectives of the study is to “address current and long term transportation problems”.  On page 6
the report states one of the Congestion Issues as “Dundas Street between Hamilton Street and Mill Street – AM and PM
peak periods.”

 The original Waterdown Aldershot Master Transportation Plan, identified the same issue.  Waterdown needs to address
the need for “one more lane of East and West road capacity”.  The flawed results of the Waterdown Aldershot Master
Transportation Plan was to build a new “bypass road” north of Parkside Drive.   This recommended bypass road is going
through the Ontario Greenbelt , including through a Provincially Significant wetland.  That solution, will not solve the long
term problem of traffic volumes on Dundas Street in downtown Waterdown.   This is already well recognized because:

There is no scheduled plan by the City to even complete the new “bypass “road to highway 6. (Why – because
they know the need / demand is not there.) 
Your report also confirms that this new bypass road (called Waterdown North) as a solution only to address future
congestion of Parkside. (Page 7.)

Your study was the opportunity to solve the current and long term congestion on Dundas Street.  Instead your report has
simply stated that increasing capacity on Dundas Street to solve the problem, is NOT Recommended, with NO detailed
evaluation.  You stated while it would be a “GOOD” solution for solving the transportation issue, you also stated it is a
“Poor” solution since it affects  Public Health, Physical Environment and Costs.

It reality, it would be an EXCELLENT solution that solves the objective of your study and solves the failures of the
Waterdown Aldershot Master Transportation Plan.

While I would agree that there would be implications that need to be addressed / mitigated to Public Health, the Physical
Environment and Costs, your report simply states this solution is POOR and fully dismisses this solution.  I believe this
dismissal is outside of your mandate because your offered solutions DO NOT SOLVE THE PROBLEM. (Your reports
recommendation of extra adding Transit including cycling and walking, while having a general theoretical merit, is NOT
solving the basic vehicle traffic problems.)

 On page 12 you have provided all one line negative reasons why you do not recommend it.   You need to provide the
public / politicians with a detailed ANALYSIS of this solution, detailing and rating the plus and minuses of all the issues so
they can be fairly reviewed balanced against this EXCELLENT solution.

Some of your stated negative impacts are minimal and or not even true.  For example:

Removal of on-street parking:  It is well known that widening Dundas Street to 4 lanes and allowing the parking
during non-peak traffic hours (on the outside lanes) would actually INCREASE on street parking from what is
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currently there.
Impact on Heritage area: If Dundas Street is widened to 4 lanes (which it basically already is in the majority of
these two blocks between Mill and Hamilton Street once the parking boulevards are removed),  NO heritage
building are physically affected.
Strips downtown core of character and Value: This core area of Waterdown HAS no foot traffic gathering
character.  It does not have enough closely spaced buildings to support the quantity of businesses that could
welcome and cater to a friendly public gathering / shopping area.  While there are some existing businesses that
would benefit from foot traffic (ie – coffee shop, book store, cupcake shop, dress store...) the majority of others do
not depend on foot traffic (judo school, bicycle shop, real estate, kitchen store, Dr. Offices, banks...).  NOTE: Areas
like Downtown Dundas that have a couple of BLOCKS of stores spaced 10 to 20 feet along their main road can
justify keeping  and building on a character for foot traffic.  Downtown Waterdown, (which is really only has some
foot traffic business between Mill Street and Main Street) does not have the existing building / businesses to
evolve into a foot traffic area.

Granted, all of the above are simply my quick opinions but is does show that your “NOT Recommended Reasons” are
simply white washing the opportunity to properly study this solution.  

In summary, unless your report properly evaluates the widening the Dundas Street with unbiased facts presented to the
public / politicians, for THEM to make the final decision, it is just another waste of an opportunity to eliminate the traffic
problem in Downtown Waterdown.  
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