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The purpose of this Communications Update is to provide information on the recent 
release of the 2021 preliminary census population data for the City of Hamilton and the 
changes since 2016. The infographics included as Appendix “A” and Appendix “B” to 
this Communications Update lay out the change in population, number of occupied 
dwellings, and persons per unit by ward and community. 

Key Highlights: 

• City’s population is up 6% to 569,355 in 2021 from 536,920 in 2016 (not including
net under coverage rate of 2.8%);

• City’s total occupied dwellings increased 5% to 222,805 in 2021 from 211,590 in
2016;

• City’s fastest growing communities are Glanbrook and Stoney Creek; and,
• Wards 2, 9, 11, and 15 saw the greatest population growth and there was a minor

population decline in Ward 13.
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Growth Targets: 

The City’s 2021 population forecast (from Hemson Consulting “Greater Golden 
Horseshoe: Growth Forecasts to 2051”, August 2020) was 584,000 persons.  The data 
indicates that the City’s 2021 population exceeded the forecast by 1,755 persons, with a 
total population of 584,755 persons.  This includes the assumed net under coverage 
rate of 2.8%.  The City’s forecast of 222,540 occupied dwellings in 2021 has also been 
exceeded by 267 units.  

If you have any questions, please contact Ken Coit, Manager of Heritage and Urban 
Design, by phone at Ext. 7557 or email at ken.coit@hamilton.ca. 

APPENDICES AND SCHEDULES ATTACHED 

Appendix “A” - City of Hamilton 2021 Census - Population by Community and Ward 
Appendix “B” - City of Hamilton 2021 - Population Changes by Community and Ward 

mailto:ken.coit@hamilton.ca
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The number of occupied dwellings
has increased by 11,205

Hamilton has grown by 32,435
 people since 2016.

Release 1 - February 9, 2022

2021 CENSUS - POPULATION
   AND DWELLINGS  

CITY OF HAMILTON
by Community

+6.0%
536,920

569,355

OCCUPIED DWELLINGSTOTAL POPULATION

OCCUPIED DWELLINGS BY COMMUNITY

Source: Statistics Canada, 2016, 2021 Census 
Note: Totals by community for 2021 are estimates based on the aggregation of Dissemination Block
geographies. The 2021 totals are not deemed official until receipt of custom geography tables later this year.

Provincial Average: 5.8 %
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Release 1 - February 9, 2022

2021 CENSUS - POPULATION
   AND DWELLINGS  

CITY OF HAMILTON
by Ward

OCCUPIED DWELLINGS BY WARD

Source: Statistics Canada, 2016, 2021 Census 
Note: Totals by ward for 2021 are estimates based on the aggregation of Dissemination Block geographies. The
2021 totals are not deemed official until receipt of custom geography tables later this year.
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Hamilton 

• Wards below the
City's 6% growth rate average

• Wards above the
City's 6% growth rate average

Estimated Persons Per Unit 
Change Since 2016 - By Ward 

31,770 14,665 1,920 

2 37,075 19,555 3,475 

3 43,200 18,650 1,995 

4 39,330 16,895 735 

5 43,655 18,575 1,800 

6 38,965 14,540 315 

7 48,565 18,880 1,105 

8 36,120 13,085 1,635 

9 35,980 11,265 7,220 

10 39,210 14,205 1,995 

11 28,225 9,900 2,810 

12 45,720 15,650 3,160 

13 35,325 14,140 -39

14 34,495 11,880 265 

15 31,725 10,925 4,050 

Total 569,355 222,805 32,435 

16,730 88% 

21,700 90% 

20,785 90% 

17,590 96% 

19,170 97% 

14,810 98% 

19,370 97% 

13,450 97% 

11,445 98% 

14,545 98% 

10,050 99% 

16,100 97% 

14,510 97% 

12,095 98% 

11,220 97% 

233,565 95% 

The City of Hamilton 

2021 Population 
Changes - by Ward 
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6.4% 7.7% 

10.3% 7.0% 

4.8% 5.1% 

1.9% 1.2% 

4.3% 3.5% 

0.8% -0.1%

2.3% 2.1%

4.7% 2.8%

25.1% 22.7%

5.4% 6.2%

11.0% 7.8%

7.4% 8.7%

-0.1% 0.0% 

0.8% 0.9% 

14.6% 15.0% 

6.0% 5.3% 

39,
210 

5.4%A 

Source: Statistics 

Canada,2016,2021 

Census 

Note: Totals by ward 

for 2021 are 

estimates based on 

the aggregation of 

Dissemination Block 

geographies. The 

2021 totals are not 

deemed official until 

receipt of custom 

geography tables later 

this year. 
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