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Amendment No. 9 to the Region of Hamilton-Wentworth Official Plan (ROPA 9) re-
designated approximately 190 hectares (470 acres) of land in the Rymal Road Secondary
Planning Area to allow urban development. The subject lands are located on the south
side of Rymal Road East (Highway No. 53), east of Trinity Church Road and north of the
hydro corridor, in the former Township of Glanbrook. The Rymal Road Secondary Plan
requires that all municipal services receive necessary approvals and financial
commitment prior to development of the area. Several transportation, sewage works and
waterworks improvements are required as a result of growth in the area, and require Class
Environmental Assessment (EA) approval.

On August 13, 2003, the City of Hamilton Council approved the recommendation to
initiate a Master Plan Class Environmental Assessment in accordance with Section A.2.7
of the Municipal Engineers Class Environmental Assessment (June 2000) for the Rymal
Road Secondary Planning Area. This would include Environmental Assessment studies
for infrastructure improvements to service the planning area, including all necessary
transportation, water and wastewater (sewer) improvements. The Master Plan may also
include new collector roads within the lands to be developed by draft plans of
subdivision.

In October 2004, the City of Hamilton retained iTRANS Consulting Inc. to carry out the
“ROPA 9” Lands Master Plan Class Environmental Assessment. Special Policy Area ‘C’,
an area bounded by Winterberry Drive to the east, Paramount Drive to the south, the new
Red Hill Creek / Mud Street interchange to the west, and the Lincoln Alexander
Parkway-Mud Street West to the north, was subsequently included as part of the EA.

The iTRANS team consists of a number of multi-discipline leading specialists. These
include municipal (water and wastewater), drainage and stormwater management, natural
environment, noise, heritage, and archaeology. The Study will allow for a comprehensive
assessment of the potential impacts of alternatives.

Completion of this Master Plan Class Environmental Assessment is part of the process to
enable the City to address both the short-term and long-term infrastructure and service
needs for the Rymal Road Planning Area, and for Special Area ‘C’.

This report documents Phases 1 and 2 (as per the Municipal Class EA process) of the
Master Plan Study. The report provides information on the background of the Study,

infrastructure and service needs, problem statement, identification and evaluation of

planning alternatives and selection of preferred planning alternatives.
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A number of studies form part of Phases 1 and 2 of this Master Plan Class EA. The flow
chart below provides a summary. Further discussion on the studies is provided in later

sections of the report.

North Glanbrook
Industrial Business
Park Transportation

Master Plan

o

Trinity Neighbourhood
Traffic Study

C

Rymal Road Planning Area (ROPA 9)
Master Plan Class
Environmental Assessment Study
Phases 1 and 2

Special Policy
Area (SPA) ‘C’
Servicing Study

~_~

v

Collector Road ROPA 9 and Trinity Church ROPA 9 &
and Trinity SPA‘C Corridor SPA ‘C’ Water
Neighbourhood Transportation Environmental & Wastewater
Improvements Improvements Assessment Assessments
Environmental Environmental for Phases 3 merged with
Assessment for Assessment and 4 (North & City Water &
Phases 3 and for Phases 3 South of Wastewater
4 and 4 Rymal) Master Plan

The identification and evaluation of design alternatives and the selection of preferred
design alternatives will be documented in Phase 3 and 4 reports for the appropriate
projects, as identified in the flow chart above, after these phases have been completed.

The water and wastewater assessments for ROPA 9, and for Special Policy Area ‘C’ will
be included in the City Water and Wastewater Master Plan as part of the City’s Growth

Related Integrated Development Strategy (GRIDS) program.
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On June 6, 2001, the Ontario Municipal Board issued an interim decision approving
Amendment No. 9 to the Region of Hamilton-Wentworth Official Plan (ROPA 9), to
redesignate approximately 190 hectares (470 acres) of land from rural to urban, to allow
residential and related urban development. On March 20, 2002 the Ontario Municipal
Board proceeded to approve Amendment No. 36 to the Former Township of Glanbrook
Official Plan, comprised of the Rymal Road Secondary Plan, to set out the detailed policy
framework for development of the subject lands for urban purposes.

The Amendment is to allow future development of the Rymal Road Secondary Planning
Area for a mix of land uses including approximately 3,590 residential units and 21.4
hectares (53 acres) of land for local, general and neighbourhood commercial uses. The
Secondary Plan also designates land for stormwater management facilities and establishes
a proposed collector road system. Secondary plan policies require that all municipal
services to service the planning area, or specific phases of development, including
transportation infrastructure, sanitary sewers, water, and stormwater management
facilities, have received all necessary approvals and financial commitment prior to
development.

As a first phase of development, the Secondary Plan allows for the construction of up to
500 residential units and 19,000 m? of general commercial space prior to the completion
of certain condition precedents that are specifically set out in the Secondary Plan. Draft
plans of subdivision have been approved accounting for the allotted 500 residential units
(some 1,924 units have been approved). Subsequent to these draft plans of approvals,
Council approved a minor increase of 50 units to the phasing cap of 500 units, for a total
of 550 units which could be registered. A draft plan of subdivision has also been
approved that would allow development of 19,000 m? of general commercial space.

Though more than the allowed 550 residential units have been draft approved, conditions
have been imposed to ensure that no more than a maximum of 550 units could be
registered prior to requirements in the Secondary Plan policy being fulfilled. As a result,
no additional residential or general commercial development may occur within the
Secondary Plan area until the required environmental assessments and respective capital
budgets are finalized, funding mechanisms are approved for cost recoveries, and
improvements are included in the capital budget, where required, or, until the required
specific studies (e.g. individual traffic impact study, etc) have been approved, as per
policy B.3.7.2.1 (d) and (e).
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A second development area was considered in the Master Plan Study given its proximity
to ROPA 9. Special Policy Area “C’ (SPA “C’) is a proposed mixed use area including
4.7 ha of commercial and residential lands. The City has received applications for the
development of these lands, which is also known as the Heritage Green Development.
While the SPA “C’ application has not been approved at the time of this Master Plan
Study, it was seen as prudent to identify the anticipated infrastructure needs as part of the
Master Plan.

3 2 ®O @) /. N K

The project is located within the City of Hamilton, and spans three municipalities - the
former City of Stoney Creek, the former Township of Glanbrook and the former
boundaries of the City of Hamilton. The project Study Area is shown in Exhibit 1-1.

The Rymal Road Planning Area extends along Rymal Road from Upper Centennial
Parkway (Highway 20) — Regional Road 56 (Highway 56) to Trinity Church Road.

Special Policy Area ‘C’ is identified as the area bounded by Winterberry Drive to the

east, Paramount Drive to the south, and the Lincoln Alexander Parkway — Mud Street
West to the north, and the new Red Hill Creek / Mud Street interchange to the west.

X W O & [/ +RO =&*

33 W O .&

Based on previous studies, there were four anticipated transportation improvements,
sewage pumping station, water booster station, and improvements to an existing reservoir
and/or an existing pumping station that are necessary to service the ROPA 9 area that
require approval under the Municipal Engineers Class Environmental Assessment (June
2000). In addition, there are new collector roads proposed which require Class
Environmental Assessment approval. The goal is to facilitate development of lands
within the Rymal Road Planning Area, and Special Policy Area ‘C’. The Rymal Road
Planning Area consists of approximately 190 hectares (470 acres) of land, to allow urban
development including approximately 3,590 residential units and 21.4 hectares (53 acres)
of commercial uses. The Special Policy Area ‘C’ area consists of approximately 20.5
hectares (51 acres) (with 12.5 hectares (31 acres) west of Upper Mount Albion Road, and
8.25 hectares (20 acres) east of Upper Mount Albion Road), to allow urban development
including commercial and residential uses.
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City of Hamilton Rymal Road Planning Area (ROPA 9)
Master Plan Class Environmental Assessment
Phases 1 & 2

The potential sewage pumping station, water booster station, and improvements to an
existing reservoir and/or an existing pumping station will be included in the City-wide
Water and Wastewater Master Plan as part of the City’s Growth Related Integrated
Development Strategy (GRIDS) program. These studies are being carried out as per the
requirements of the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process.

1.5.2 Study Objectives and Approach

The objectives of this project are:

1. To fulfil policy B.3.7.2.1(b) of the Rymal Road Secondary Plan, by finalizing the
required Class Environmental Assessment studies and approvals for the
transportation improvements.

2. To fulfil requirements of the municipal Class Environmental Assessment of
completion of studies for changes to the road network.

The Class Environmental Assessment process allows the Master Plan approach to be used
for a group of related works or undertakings. Council has approved the Master Plan
approach for the group of infrastructure improvements, in accordance with Section A.2.7
of the Municipal Engineers Class Environmental Assessment process. In keeping with
this approach, all of the transportation projects will be combined into one study. This will
allow for a comprehensive plan including a single Master Plan Environmental Study
Report, and a single decision by Council.

As a result, a Master Plan Class Environmental Assessment is being undertaken for
these projects, as per the guidelines of the Municipal Engineers Association (MEA)
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment, June 2000. The Master Plan Class
Environmental Assessment will follow Approach #2 as outlined in Appendix 4 of the
MEA June 2000 document. This approach will fulfill Phases 1 and 2 of the Municipal
Class EA process for all Schedule A, B and C projects.

1.6 Related Studies

1.6.1 Growth Related Integrated Development Strategy
(GRIDS) Program

GRIDS is part of the City of Hamilton’s Smart Growth strategy. It is a planning process
that helps to determine where the future growth of the City will take place, over the next
thirty or more years. This unique planning tool integrates land use, transportation, water,
wastewater and stormwater planning into one project. For more information on GRIDS,
please visit www.vision2020.hamilton.ca.
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City of Hamilton Rymal Road Planning Area (ROPA 9)
Master Plan Class Environmental Assessment
Phases 1 & 2

1.6.2 North Glanbrook Industrial Business Park
Transportation Master Plan

The City of Hamilton is undertaking a Transportation Master Plan for the North
Glanbrook Industrial Business Park. The North Glanbrook Industrial Business Park is
defined by an area bounded by the north side of the Hydro Corridor on the north, Trinity
Church Road on the east, Dickenson Road on the south, and beyond Nebo Road (in the
vicinity of Upper Ottawa Street) on the west. The Study will identify a transportation
network within the North Glanbrook Industrial Business Park Secondary Plan area to
support planned future development. This Transportation Master Plan study is on-going.
The first public information centre was held in June 2005, where the transportation needs
and area road network were identified. These needs have been taken into consideration in
this ROPA 9 Master Plan Study. A second public information centre was held in May
2006, which presented the preferred transportation network, details of the Schedule “B”
projects, the future Study Areas for the Schedule “C” projects, and Dartnall Road
Extension alignment alternatives (Schedule “C”).

1.6.3 City Transportation Master Plan

The City of Hamilton is undertaking a City-wide Transportation Master Plan under its’
GRIDS program. This City-wide Transportation Master Plan will develop policies and
strategies for the City’s transportation network over the next 30 years. It will also serve as
a support document for the City’s capital budgeting and its long-range strategic planning
study, GRIDS. This City-wide Transportation Master Plan is ongoing.

As part of the City-wide Transportation Master Plan process, in November 2004,
Hamilton City Council approved a new set of policies to guide the development of the
transportation system. These polices are centered on four cornerstones:

Promoting a strong and vibrant economy;
Building liveable communities;

Providing a balanced transportation network; and
Improving public transport.

© O 0O

Any proposed transportation projects/network improvements required for the Rymal
Road Planning Area will be consistent with these Transportation Policy Papers.

1.6.4 City Water and Wastewater Master Plan

The City of Hamilton is undertaking a City-wide Water and Wastewater Master Plan
under the GRIDS program. This City-wide Water and Wastewater Master Plan will
develop policies and strategies for the City’s water and wastewater servicing over the
next 30 years. This Study includes the lake based water distribution system, and
combined sewer and sanitary sewer systems. It will also serve as a support document for
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City of Hamilton Rymal Road Planning Area (ROPA 9)
Master Plan Class Environmental Assessment
Phases 1 & 2

the City’s capital budgeting and its long-range strategic planning GRIDS program. This
City-wide Water and Wastewater Master Plan is ongoing.

Given the coordination of the water / wastewater component for the ROPA 9 lands and
for Special Policy Area ‘C’ with the on-going GRIDS City Water and Wastewater Master
Plan Study, it has become necessary to report the water / wastewater needs for ROPA 9
and for Special Policy Area ‘C’, in conjunction with completion of the City-wide Master
Plan Study. This Study is anticipated to be completed in the fall of this year (2006).

1.7 Project Team

The ROPA 9 Environmental Assessment Study is being carried out by a consulting team
led by iTRANS Consulting Inc., on behalf of the City of Hamilton. The Study team is
outlined below:

City of Hamilton:
Christine Lee-Morrison (City Project Manager) — Environmental Planning
Mohan Philip — Strategic Planning
Leanne Ryan — Traffic Engineering & Operations
Mark Robinson — Plant Capital & Planning
Lisa De Angelis — Plant Capital & Planning

Consulting Team:
Ray Bacquie (Consultant Project Manager) — iTRANS Consulting
Liza Sheppard (Consultant Project Coordinator) — iTRANS Consulting
Suzette Shiu (Transportation Planning) — iTRANS Consulting
Perry Perera / Jerry Tan (Road Design) — iTRANS Consulting
Nathalie Baudais (Project Coordination ) — iTRANS Consulting
Christine Hill (Water and Wastewater) — XCG
Li Wong (Stormwater Management) — XCG
Grant Kauffman (Natural Environment) — LGL
Richard Unterman (Cultural Heritage) — Unterman McPhail Associates
Robert Pihl (Archaeology) — Archaeological Services Inc.
John Emeljanow (Noise) — Valcoustics Canada Limited

1.8 Class Environmental Assessment Process

This Environmental Assessment (EA) is being undertaken in accordance with the
guidelines of the Municipal Engineers Association Municipal Class Environmental
Assessment, June 2000. The Environmental Assessment is being conducted in
compliance with the guidelines for Schedule “A”, *“B”, and “C” projects for the
transportation infrastructure components. A brief description of each schedule follows:

A Schedule “A” project is limited in scale, has minimal adverse environmental
effects, and includes a number of municipal maintenance and operational activities.
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City of Hamilton Rymal Road Planning Area (ROPA 9)
Master Plan Class Environmental Assessment
Phases 1 & 2

Schedule “A” projects are pre-approved and the proponent may proceed to
implementation without following the full Class EA process.

A schedule “B” project has the potential for some adverse environmental effects.
Schedule “B” projects generally include improvements and minor expansions to
existing facilities, and the proponent is required to undertake a screening process.

A Schedule “C” project is one that generally entails the construction of new facilities
and major expansions of existing facilities, for a total design and construction cost of
greater than $1.5 million for roads. Schedule “C” projects have the potential for
significant environmental impact.

This Study will complete the first two phases of the five-phase Class Environmental
Assessment Process. Exhibit 1-2 illustrates the sequence of activities within the approved
Class Environmental Assessment process leading to project implementation. The
encompassing phases for this Study are described below:

Phase 1 (Schedule “A”, “B”, and “C” projects) — Identify the problem (deficiency)
or opportunity.

Phase 2 (Schedule “B” and “C” projects) — Identify alternative solutions to address
the problem or opportunity by taking into consideration the existing environment, and
establish the preferred solution taking into account public and review agency input.

This Class EA Master Plan will fulfill all Phases 1 and 2 requirements for each project
schedule.

The Class EA Master Plan will be used as input into further Class EA studies and ESR,
which will finalize Phases 3 and 4 requirements for the Schedule “C” projects.

Phase 3 (Schedule “C” projects) — Examine alternative methods of implementing
the preferred solution, based on the existing environment, public and review agency
input, anticipated environmental effects, and methods of minimizing negative effects
and maximizing positive effects.

Phase 4 (Schedule “C” projects) — Document in a Master Plan Environmental Study
Report (ESR) a summary of the rationale, and the planning, design, and consultation
process of the project.

Phase 5 (Schedule “A”, “B” and “C” projects), which involves detail design, preparation
of contract drawings and tender documents, construction, operation, and monitoring, is
not part of this Study.

The Class EA Master Plan summarizes the work completed for the Study including: 1)
background to the Study; 2) the problem statement 3) alternative solutions; 4) a
description of the preferred alternative solutions and the rationale for the identification of
the preferred alternative solutions; and 5) the public consultation process.
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City of Hamilton Rymal Road Planning Area (ROPA 9)
Master Plan Class Environmental Assessment
Phases 1 & 2

Upon completion of the Class EA Master Plan, the report will be presented to City
Council for approval. Upon Council approval, the Class EA Master Plan will be placed
on public record for a minimum of 30-calendar days for review by the public and
interested agencies/groups. At the time the report is filed, a Notice of Completion of the
Class EA Master Plan will be advertised, to advise the public and other stakeholders
where the Class EA Master Plan may be reviewed, and how to submit public comments.
The submission of the Class EA Master Plan and Notice of Completion will apply to only
the Schedule “B” projects resulting from the Study. Any Schedule “C” projects resulting
from the Study will undergo Phases 3 and 4 of the Class EA process, resulting in an
Environmental Study Report which will be filed upon completion of those additional
studies. The Master Plan will provide the documentation of Phases 1 and 2 for the
Schedule “C” projects, as shown in the flow chart in Section 1.1.

The Notice will also advise the public and other stakeholders of their right to request a
Part 11 Order, and how and when such a request must be submitted. Under the
Environmental Assessment Act, if it is felt after consulting with the proponent (the City
of Hamilton) that serious environmental concerns remain unresolved, members of the
public, interest groups, agencies, and other stakeholders may submit a written request to
the Minister of the Environment to require the proponent to comply with Part Il of the
Environmental Assessment Act before proceeding with the proposed undertaking. Part 11
of the EA Act addresses Individual Environmental Assessments. Any Part 11 Order
request must be made with respect to specific project(s) subject to the Class EA. A Part 1l
Order Request cannot be submitted with respect to the Master Plan as a whole.

The request for a Part 1l Order must be copied to the proponent at the same time it is
submitted to the Minister. Written requests for a Part 11 Order must be submitted to the
Minister within the 30-calendar day review period, after the proponent has filed the
Master Plan ESR and has issued the Notice of Completion of the Study. The decision to
issue a Part Il Order rests with the Minister of the Environment. Requests after the
minimum 30-calendar day review period will not be considered by the Minister of the
Environment.

1.9 Agency /| Stakeholder Consultation

A list of agency stakeholders, including federal and provincial ministries, City of
Hamilton departments, local groups, conservation authorities, utilities, and developers
and their consultants was prepared at the project initiation. The opportunity for these
parties to participate in the project was provided through the distribution of a Study
Commencement notice. Further opportunity was also provided through announcement of
two formal Public Information Centres (PICs). The following is a summary of the
agencies contact list.
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City of Hamilton Rymal Road Planning Area (ROPA 9)
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Phases 1 & 2

Federal Agencies Provincial Agencies

Canadian Wildlife Services
Canadian Environmental
Assessment Agency
Department of Fisheries and
Oceans

Environment Canada

Parks Canada

City of Hamilton Departments

Corporate Services

Economic Development
Hamilton Emergency Services
Hamilton Police Services
Mayor § Office / Council
Planning and Development
Public Health and Community
Services

Public Works

Local Groups / Stakeholders

Citizens for a Sustainable
Community

Hamilton Chamber of Commerce
Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic
School Board
Hamilton-Wentworth District
School Board

Local Architectural Conservation
Advisory Committee

Ontario Archaeological Society
Canadian Center for Inland Waters
- Remedial Action Plan (RAP)
Resident § Group: Upper Mount
Albion Road

Ontario Realty Corporation

Ontario Provincial Police - Burlington
Detachment

Ministry of Agriculture, Food & Rural
Affairs

Ministry of Culture / Ministry of Tourism
and Recreation

Ministry of Community and Social
Services

Heritage and Libraries Branch, Ministry
of Culture

Ministry of Natural Resources

Ministry of the Environment

Ministry of Transportation

Ministry of Health and Long Term Care
Niagara Escarpment Commission

Conservation Authorities

Hamilton Conservation Authority
Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority

Developers and their Consultants

SmartCentres

Counterpoint Engineering
Multi-Area Developments Inc.
A.J. Clarke and Associates Ltd.
LEA Consulting Ltd.

Loblaw Properties Limited
Delcan Corporation

J. Beume Real Estate Ltd.

Mr. Joseph Maziarz

Mr. Jack Pelech

Mr. Nimigan

Silvestri Investments

BA Consulting Group Ltd.
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City of Hamilton Rymal Road Planning Area (ROPA 9)
Master Plan Class Environmental Assessment

Phases 1 & 2

Utilities

Bell Canada Mountain Cablevision

Cogeco Cable Inc. Allstream (formerly ATT & Unitel)

Enbridge Pipelines Inc. Canadian National Railway

Hydro One Canadian National Railway - Engineering

Hamilton Hydro Incorporated & Environmental Services

Hamilton Community Energy Canadian Pacific Railway

Hamilton Utilities Corporation Imperial Oil Products & Chemical

Fibrewired Network - Hamilton Division

Source Cable Limited Sun Canadian Pipeline

Ontario Power Generation
Union Gas Limited

Trans Northern Pipeline
TransCanada Pipelines Limited

Correspondences with agencies are provided in Appendix A.

1.10 Summary of Public Consultation Process

A comprehensive public consultation program was conducted for the Study, with the
following components:

Mailing Lists — A number of mailing lists were established for the Study. These
included an agency mailing list as mentioned above and a mailing list which
consisted of all members of the public within and adjacent to the Study Area, in
addition to others who wrote, telephoned, emailed, or filled in comment sheets during
the Study. People on the mailing list were sent letters prior to each of the public
meetings. Opportunities for public input were provided throughout the process,
including public meetings, telephone inquiries, letters, email and faxes.

Stakeholder and Technical Committee Meetings — A Stakeholder and Technical
Committee was established as part of this Study. Three meetings were held with this
group during the course of the Study. The first meeting was held prior to Public
Information Centre (P1C) No.1 and the second prior to the newsletter mailout for
Special Policy Area ‘C’. The stakeholders consisted of representatives of local groups
and businesses, and developers. City of Hamilton staff and consultants comprised the
technical representatives. Additional Stakeholder and Technical Committee Meetings
will be held prior to finalizing the Environmental Study Reports for the Schedule “C”
projects resulting from the Class EA Master Plan Study.

Developers and their Consultants — A list of developers and their consultants was
prepared at the project initiation. The opportunity for these parties to participate
directly in the project was provided through the distribution of a Study
Commencem