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• Project Overview 

• Public Consultation Input (Stakeholder Meeting # 2, June 13) 

• Project Update 

• Vista Concept 

• Vista Recommendations 

• Next Steps 
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With this Mountain Brow Vista Study & Management Plan, the City has 

a foundation and a vision to celebrate and protect the natural 

environment along the escarpment brow, while providing continuous 

access for a range of panoramic views that reflect the natural beauty of 

and beyond the Niagara Escarpment. 
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1. Protect and enhance the natural features (i.e., slopes, forest and 

habitats) along the escarpment brow, at the interface of City open 

space and the protected natural areas of the Niagara Escarpment Plan; 

2. Improve the urban forest quality within the Urban Area of the Niagara 

Escarpment Plan;  

3. Minimize the negative impacts and further encroachment of urban 

development on the Escarpment environment; and 

4. Minimize the visual intrusion of the Urban Area on the natural 

character of the Niagara Escarpment.  
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Policy Framework 



7 Mountain  Brow Vista  Study  
 & Management P lan  

Site Conditions 
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Site Conditions 
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Vista Evaluation 
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55 Existing & 32 Potential Vistas                      
Technical Assessment 
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32 Existing & 20 New Vistas (June 2016) 



Mountain  Brow Vista  Study  
 & Management P lan  

12 

• 60 to 80 people in attendance 

• Overall well-received recommendations, although some people 

expressed hesitation on the number of proposed new vistas 

• Questions and comments from the public encompassed themes of: 

safety, parking, amenities and environmental protection 

• Slope erosion, vegetation maintenance and preservation of native 

trees generated significant discussion 
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• 21 respondents 

• Majority expressed support and enthusiasm for recommendations 

• Majority agreed with the management approach being taken 
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City Staff Site Visit to Confirm Existing &               
New Vista Locations and Management Approach 
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Confirming Vista Evaluation 
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Total 46 Managed Vistas                                                
29 Existing & 17 New Vistas 
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Ward 6 

 

TOTAL VISTAS 

9 Existing 

10 New 

 

• Matt Broman Park (1 existing, 1 new) 

• Armes Lookout (1 existing, 2 new) 

• Bill Foley Parkette (1 new) 

• Mountain Drive Park (1 new) 

• Mountain Brow West Park (5 existing, 2 new) 

• Other Public Lands (2 existing, 3  new) 

 

Ward 7 

 

TOTAL VISTAS 

12 Existing 

2 New 

 

• Mountain Brow West Park (8 existing, 2 new) 

• Sam Lawrence Park (4 existing) 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Ward 8 

 

TOTAL VISTAS 

8 Existing 

5 New 

 

• Southam Park (N/A) 

• Balfour Park (1 new) 

• Cliffview Park (1 existing, 1 new) 

• Scenic Park (N/A) 

• Other Public Lands (7 existing, 3 new ) 
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• Prepared technical visibility modeling for opening views 

• Included before and after simulations  

• Very limited visual impact 

• Urban forest enhancements on the Escarpment brow reduce visual 
impacts  

• Aligned with NEC objectives for protecting the Escarpment 
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1. Continue to monitor the 41 locations where there are existing views. Review 

the location of benches and waste receptacles and whenever possible (along formal trails), co-

locate the amenities where there are views. 

 

2. Extend the work undertaken by the Vista Management Crew to include the 

29 locations were some remedial pruning and shrub clearing is needed to 

maintain the views. Identify locations where replacing non-native ground covers with low 

growing native plants could reduce the long term maintenance effort. Review the location of 

benches and waste receptacles and whenever possible (along formal trails), co-locate the 

amenities where there are views. 
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3. Undertake tree and shrub removal in 17 

locations where non-native trees can be 

removed to open new vistas. The width of the 

opening should not exceed 3-5 meters and disturbed ground 

should be stabilized with native ground covers. Plant a 

replacement (one for one) native tree (60mm caliper) in the 

vicinity of the clearing to off-set the lost urban forest canopy. 

 

4. Allow natural succession in non-managed 

locations. 
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5. Set highest priority for landscape management in parks where viewsheds 

contribute to the cultural heritage significance of the sites. These include: 

• Sam Lawrence Park  

• Balfour Park  

• Cliffview Park  

 

6. Set highest priority for managing the landscapes in the vicinity of the 

Juravinski Hospital and Cancer Care Center and Mountain Brow West Park 

because of the long standing access to vistas. 
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Priorities 

1 2 
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7. Continue to improve the recreational infrastructure along the brow 

(i.e., trails, lighting, fencing and parking, etc.) to support the resident 

and visitor needs consistent with the City’s Recreational Trails Master 

Plan. 

 

8. Undertake a detailed design and engineering to implement a more 

formal lookout at vista location 82 to improve public safety and 

discourage informal access to a highly scenic viewing area. 
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9. Enhance the experience along the Escarpment brow with interpretative 

signage, trailheads with trail maps and UNESCO World Biosphere 

Reserve information. 

 

10. Evaluate undertaking a Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space 

System (NEPOSS) management plan that includes all of the public 

recreation facilities in the Niagara Escarpment Plan Area in Wards 6, 7 

and 8. 
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1. Detailed assessment of potential hazard trees by ISA certified 

arborist/City forester 

2. Invasive species management program implementation on annual 

basis 

3. Periodic monitoring of mature ash trees adjacent to Scenic Drive 

4. Assessment and monitoring of erosion of the Escarpment brow 

5. Development and 2-year review of maintenance schedule with budget 

and priority areas 
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