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In 2018, the City undertook a project to replace 4 escalators, modernization of both the
passenger elevator as well as the freight elevator, and the demolition of an existing
staircase to be replaced with a new passenger elevator at First Ontario Centre.
Detailed design was completed, building permits were obtained and the construction
contract was tendered and awarded to Bestco Construction Ltd. in December 2018.

Bestco mobilized on site March 2019 and are expected to be completed Spring 2020.
To date, all safety fencing has been erected and asbestos abatement complete. The
demolition of the stair and landing are complete to create a new elevator shaft. The
General Contractor continues to work with the City and client, demobilizing when
necessary to accommodate events in the operational facility.

Work remaining prior to the installation of the vertical transportation includes the
masonry wall of the new elevator shaft to be built, structural steel and concrete for
elevator landings, and setting new hollow metal frames, doors and hardware.

Escalators are being shipped from overseas and due to the change of
suppliers/shipping company, this has resulted in a 6-week delay in delivery. The
General Contractor has informed the City that this delay has not impacted the date of
escalator completion on the construction schedule. Staff will continue to regularly
monitor the shipping and receiving status through the General Contractor and provide
ongoing communication in the upcoming months.
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For further information, please contact Robyn Ellis, Manager of Strategic Planning,
Capital & Compliance at Extension 2616.

APPENDICES AND SCHEDULES ATTACHED

Not applicable.
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