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The Requirements, Recommendations and Guidelines in this Communiqué are applicable to the
social housing providers administered by the City of Hamilton.

All Providers Under Housing Services Act, 2011

Not for Profit Providers Under Housing Services Act, 2011

Co-Operative Providers Under Housing Services Act, 2011

Providers in receipt of Rent Supplements
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For Information Purposes Only

SUBJECT: New Ontario Fire Code Regarding Carbon Monoxide Alarm Requirements

We are providing notice of upcoming amendments to the Ontario Fire Code regarding carbon monoxide
(CO) alarm requirements. These changes will take effect on January 1, 2026, and will apply across a
broad range of residential settings within our community.

Scope of Application for Carbon Monoxide (CO) Alarms

The updated requirements will affect:
» Care Occupancies: which includes, but is not limited to, retirement homes, residential care
homes, some long-term care facilities (OBC Group B, Division 3), respite, hospice, and group
homes with resident’s incapable of evacuating without the assistance of another person.
+ Multi-Unit Residential Buildings: apartment buildings, condominium buildings, houses with two
or more units, boarding, lodging or rooming houses, retirement homes (that are not considered
care occupancies), motels, hotels, and other shared living environments.
» Existing Homes: both owner-occupied and rental properties containing fuel-burning
appliances, a fireplace, attached garages or air for heating that comes from a fuel-burning
appliance not within the home.

Key Changes
The amendments expand the circumstances under which CO alarms must be installed. More
specifically, alarms will be required:
o Where heating or ventilation systems circulate air from fuel-burning appliances into suites,
resident rooms, or common corridor areas.
e In multi-unit and care occupancies, the service room or area where the fuel-fired appliance
is installed.
e Adjacent to sleeping areas in suites of residential units or care occupancy where the suite
has a common wall, floor or ceiling with the service room or area where the appliance or flue
is installed.
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e Adjacent to each sleeping room not within a dwelling unit, example — lodging rooms

The objective is to enhance resident safety, particularly for individuals who may be more vulnerable
during a CO emergency.

Next Steps
We are sharing this information now to support proactive planning, budgeting, and coordination in
advance of the implementation date. Please review the attached information sheets relevant to your
building type or program. These documents outline:

» Alarm placement requirements

» Acceptable alarm types

+ Maintenance obligations under the Fire Code

The website Fire Prevention | City of Hamilton will be updated by the HAMILTON FIRE DEPARTMENT,
Fire Prevention Division, with the new information and links in the near future.

More information can be found here:
Changes Coming to Ontario's Carbon Monoxide Safety Requirements
Carbon monoxide safety | ontario.ca

Changes and amendments to the Ontario Fire Code can be found here (CO requirements can be found
in Division B, Section 2.16):
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/070213

Other key updates for requirements in residential buildings:
https://www.oafc.on.ca/about/announcements/fire-news-headlines/ontario-fire-code-updates-apartment-
owners

Any questions or concerns, please reach out to your Housing Administrative Officer:

Carin Finch Carin.Finch@hamilton.ca
George Gambioli George.Gambioli@hamilton.ca
Kelly Harrington Kelly.Harrington@hamilton.ca

Godfred Okyere-Koranteng Godfred.Okyere-Koranteng@hamilton.ca



https://www.hamilton.ca/home-neighbourhood/emergency-services/fire-department/fire-prevention
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/changes-coming-to-ontario-s-carbon-monoxide-safety-requirements-814309307.html
https://www.ontario.ca/page/carbon-monoxide-safety
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/070213
https://www.oafc.on.ca/about/announcements/fire-news-headlines/ontario-fire-code-updates-apartment-owners
https://www.oafc.on.ca/about/announcements/fire-news-headlines/ontario-fire-code-updates-apartment-owners
mailto:Carin.Finch@hamilton.ca
mailto:George.Gambioli@hamilton.ca
mailto:Kelly.Harrington@hamilton.ca
mailto:Godfred.Okyere-Koranteng@hamilton.ca
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CARBON MONOXIDE
ALARM RULES

EXISTING CARE OCCUPANCY BUILDINGS

Attention Care Occupancy Building Owners & Operators,

New Safety Requirements Starting January 1, 2026

Carbon monoxide (CO) is an invisible, odourless, and deadly gas. To ensure the safety of
residents in vulnerable occupancies, new rules are coming into effect on January 1, 2026,
that establish where CO alarms must be placed in buildings containing Care Occupancies.

Where Do the New Requirements Apply?

The new requirements apply to buildings that contain Care Occupancies as defined in the
Fire Code. These are facilities for residents who require special care and need assistance to
evacuate in an emergency. These facilities include, but are not limited to:

o Convalescent Homes e Certain Group Homes

e Residential Care Facilities e And similar types of buildings.

Where Must CO Alarms Be Installed?

CO alarms will be mandatory in both the individual resident suites and common areas of
the building.

1. Inside Individual Care Occupancy Suites

A CO alarm must be installed in a resident suite if any of the following conditions apply:

e The suite itself contains a fuel-burning appliance (like a furnace or water heater) or a
fireplace.

e The suite is located directly above, below, or beside a service room.
e The suite is located directly above, below, or beside a garage.

e The suite is heated by air coming from a fuel-burning appliance that is not contained
within the suite (e.g., heat from a furnace in a central service room).
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Placement within the suite:
e Adjacent to each sleeping area (e.g.. near all bedrooms).

o On every storey (floor) of the suite, including storeys that do not have a sleeping
area.

2. Service Rooms and Common Areas of the Building

e A CO alarm must be installed in each service room or area of the building that
contains a fuel-burning appliance.

Buying and Installing Your CO Alarms

Buying

e CO alarms should have the logo of a recognized standards testing agency to ensure
they meet Canadian performance standards. Some examples of recognized
standards testing agencies and their logos include:

o Canadian Standards Association (CSA)
o Underwriters Laboratories of Canada (ULC)
o Intertek (ETL)
e Under the Fire Code, carbon monoxide alarms are permitted to be:
o Hardwired (connected directly to an electrical system).
o Battery-operated (portable or permanently mounted).
o Plug-in devices (plugs into a standard electrical outlet).

e Many devices on the market are combined units that include both a smoke alarm
and carbon monoxide alarm in one device.

Installing
« Follow the manufacturer's instructions for installation and placement of CO alarms.

Maintenance

Carbon monoxide alarms must be maintained in operating condition and replaced
according to the manufacturer's instructions.
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Need Clarification?

For specific questions regarding the CO alarm requirements that may apply to your care
occupancy, operators and administrators are advised to contact their local fire department.
The local fire department is the authority responsible for enforcing the Fire Code in your
area.

« Installation requirements are outlined in Section 2.16 of Division B of the Fire Code (O.

Req. 213/07).
« Maintenance requirements are outlined in Subsection 6.3.4. of Division B of the Fire
Code (0. Reg. 213/07).
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CARBON MONOXIDE
ALARM RULES

EXISTING MULTI-UNIT RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS

Attention Building Owners & Operators,

New Safety Requirements Starting January 1, 2026

Carbon monoxide (CO) is an invisible, odourless, and deadly gas. To protect residents,
new rules are coming into effect on January 1, 2026, that expand where CO alarms must
be placed in buildings with multiple residential units.

Where Do the New Requirements Apply?

The updated requirements apply to all existing buildings that contain multiple residential
units or suites. This includes but is not limited to:

e Apartment Buildings e Houses with Two or e Retirement Homes
e Condominium More Units (e.g., Boarding, Lodging, or
Buildings Duplexes) Rooming Houses
e Hotels, Motels, etc

Where Must CO Alarms Be Installed?
Installation is required in several areas in the building:
1. Inside Individual Suites (Residential Units)

A CO alarm must be installed in a suite if any of the following conditions apply:

e The suite itself contains a fuel-burning appliance (like a furnace or water heater) or a
fireplace.

e The suite is located directly above, below, or beside a service room that has a fuel-
burning appliance.

e The suite is located directly above, below, or beside a garage.

o Effective Jan 1, 2026: The suite is heated by air coming from a fuel-burning appliance
that is not contained within the suite (e.g., heat from a furnace in a central service

room).
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Placement within the suite:
e Adjacent to each sleeping area (e.g.. near all bedrooms).

o Effective Jan 1, 2026: On every storey (floor) of the suite, including storeys that do not
have a sleeping area.

2. Service Rooms and Common Areas of the Building

e A CO alarm must be installed in each service room or area of the building that
contains a fuel-burning appliance.

o Effective Jan 1, 2026: CO alarms must be installed in public corridors serving the
residential suites, if those corridors are heated by air from a fuel-burning appliance.

Buying and Installing CO Alarms

Buying

e CO alarms should have the logo of a recognized standards testing agency to ensure
they meet Canadian performance standards. Some examples of recognized
standards testing agencies and their logos include:

o Canadian Standards Association (CSA)
o Underwriters Laboratories of Canada (ULC)
o Intertek (ETL)
e Under the Fire Code, carbon monoxide alarms are permitted to be:
o Hardwired (connected directly to an electrical system).
o Battery-operated (portable or permanently mounted).
o Plug-in devices (plugs into a standard electrical outlet).

e Many devices on the market are combined units that include both a smoke alarm
and carbon monoxide alarm in one device.

Installing

« Follow the manufacturer's instructions for installation and placement of CO alarms.

Who is Responsible for Compliance?

Owners are responsible for complying with In Rental Homes, the Landlord is responsible for complying
the CO alarm requirements in the Fire Code with the CO alarm requirements in the Fire Code.
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Need Clarification?

For specific questions regarding the CO alarm requirements that may apply to your
multi-unit residential occupancy, operators and administrators are advised to contact
their local fire department. The local fire department is the authority responsible for
enforcing the Fire Code in your area.

« Installation requirements are outlined in Section 2.16 of Division B of the Fire Code (O.

Req. 213/07).
« Maintenance requirements are outlined in Subsection 6.3.4. of Division B of the Fire
Code (0. Reg. 213/07).
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CARBON MONOXIDE
ALARM RULES

EXISTING HOMES

Attention Homeowners & Landlords,

New Safety Requirements Starting January 1, 2026

Carbon monoxide (CO) is an invisible, odourless, and deadly gas. Keeping your family safe
means ensuring you have working CO alarms properly installed in your home.

New requirements are coming into effect on January 1, 2026, that expand where CO
alarms must be placed in existing homes.

Where Do the New Requirements Apply?

The updated requirements apply to all existing homes that have any of the following:

« Afuel-burning appliance (like a furnace, water heater, or stove that uses natural gas,
propane, oil, or wood).

« Afireplace.
e An attached garage.

« Effective Jan 1, 2026: Air for heating that comes from a fuel-burning appliance not
contained within the home (e.g., an appliance in a utility shed).

Common types of homes include:

e Detached or Semi-Detached e Townhouses o Cottages
Houses

Where Must CO Alarms Be Installed?

If your home meets any of the conditions above, you must install a CO alarm in these two
locations:
1. Adjacent to each sleeping area (near all bedrooms).

2 Effective Jan 1,2026: On every storey (floor) of your home, including storeys that
do not have a sleeping area.

iﬁr‘ ‘%}A’Z‘gﬁ” STRONG CO alarm installation requirements are outlined in 1
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Buying and Installing Your CO Alarms

Buying

When buying a CO alarm, make sure it has the logo of a recognized standards testing
agency to ensure they meet Canadian performance standards. Some examples of
recognized standards testing agencies and their logos include:

o Canadian Standards Association (CSA)
o Underwriters Laboratories of Canada (ULC)
o Intertek (ETL)
e Under the Fire Code, carbon monoxide alarms are permitted to be:
o Hardwired (connected directly to an electrical system).
o Battery-operated (portable or permanently mounted).
o Plug-in devices (plugs into a standard electrical outlet).

« Many devices on the market are combined units that include both a smoke alarm
and carbon monoxide alarm in one device.
Installing
o Follow the manufacturer's instructions for installation and placement of CO alarms.

Who is Responsible for Compliance?

e In Owner-Occupied homes, the Homeowner is responsible for complying with the
CO alarm requirements in the Fire Code.

« In Rental Homes, the Landlord is responsible for complying with the CO alarm
requirements in the Fire Code.

Need Clarification?

For questions about CO alarm requirements that may apply to your home, please contact
your local fire department. They are the authority responsible for enforcing the Fire Code in
your area.
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