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Garner Road Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 

Notice of Study Commencement and Public Information Centre #1 

The Study 

The City of Hamilton has initiated a Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA) process to 
develop and assess alternative solutions to improve transportation along Garner Road (Wilson Street 
to the Highway 403 off-ramp) (map below). The EA will assess options to improve traffic, active 
transportation, and stormwater 
management throughout the 
corridor. 

Process 

This project is being carried out 
as a Schedule C project under 
the Municipal Engineers 
Association Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment 
(October 2000, as amended in 
2007, 2011, 2015, and 2023). 
The purpose of the first Public 
Information Centre (PIC) will review the problem/opportunity statement, the alternative solutions, and 
the recommended solution. A second PIC will be held at a later date to review the project’s alternative 
designs and the associated evaluation process. 

How to Participate 

In-Person Public Information 
Centre 

Review Materials Online 

DATE: Monday, December 11, 2023 
TIME: 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. (open house 
format) 
LOCATION: Ancaster Old Town Hall, 310 
Wilson Street East 

The PIC will be a drop-in style session where 
information will be provided about the project. 
Project team members will be available to 
answer questions. 

Visit the project webpage anytime from 
December 4th, 2023, to January 1st, 2024, to 
view the information display panels. Following 
the live event, a recorded presentation will also 
be posted. Materials are available 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week. 

The project website is: 
https://engage.hamilton.ca/GarnerRoadEA 

If you have any accessibility requirements to review the PIC materials and provide comments, 
please contact the City Project Manager below.  

For more information, to provide comments, or to be added to our mailing list, please contact:  

Megan Salvucci, RPP Isaac Bartlett, P. Eng. 
Project Manager, Infrastructure Renewal Project Manager (Consultant) 
City of Hamilton Stantec Consulting 
Phone: 905-546-2424 ext. 2732 Phone: 519-675-6643 
Email:  megan.salvucci@hamilton.ca    Email:  isaac.bartlett@stantec.com    

Information will be collected in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act. With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record.  

This Notice will be issued December 1st, 2023, and December 8th, 2023, in the Hamilton Spectator. 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

     

Garner Road Municipal Class EA 

Public Information Centre (PIC) #2 

The Study 

The City has initiated a Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process along Garner Road 
(Wilson Street to the Highway 6 off-ramp) to improve transportation infrastructure. Falling along the S-
Line of the BLAST Rapid Transit Network, the study will ensure that the transit priority corridor supports 
multi-modal (pedestrians, cyclists, and vehicles) safety, capacity, traffic management and consistency 
with neighbouring road segments on Garner Road. The EA process is developing and assessing 
alternative designs to improve traffic, active transportation, and stormwater management throughout 
the corridor. 
Process 
This project is being 
carried out as a 
Schedule C project 
under the Municipal 
Engineers 
Association 
Municipal Class 
Environmental 
Assessment 
(October 2000, as 
amended in 2007, 
2011, 2015, and 
2023). 

The purpose of this 
second Public Information Centre (PIC) is to present the preferred design alternatives and the 
associated evaluation process. 
How to Participate 

Review Materials Anytime Join in person PIC 

Visit the project webpage anytime from August 
15th to September 10th to view the information 
display panels. A comment form will be available 
until midnight on September 10th. Following the 
live event, a video recording of the presentation 
will also be posted. Materials are available 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. 

The project website is: 
https://engage.hamilton.ca/GarnerRoadEA 

DATE: Thursday, August 22, 2024 
TIME: 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. (open house 
format) 
LOCATION: Ancaster Old Town Hall, 310 
Wilson Street East 
The PIC will be a drop-in style session where 
information will be provided about the project. 
Project team members will be available to 
answer questions. 

If you have any accessibility requirements in order to be able to review the PIC materials and 
provide comments, please contact the City Project Manager below as soon as possible.  

For more information, to provide comments, or to be added to our mailing list, please contact:  

Megan Salvucci, RPP 
Project Manager, Infrastructure Renewal 
City of Hamilton 
Phone: 905-977-1478 
Email: megan.salvucci@hamilton.ca 

Isaac Bartlett, P. Eng.
Project Manager (Consultant) 
Stantec Consulting 
Phone: 519-675-6643 
Email: isaac.bartlett@stantec.com 

Information will be collected in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act. With the exception of personal information, all comments will become part of the public record.  

This Notice was issued August 9th, 2024 and August 16th, 2024 in the Hamilton Spectator. 

mailto:isaac.bartlett@stantec.com
mailto:megan.salvucci@hamilton.ca
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Date: Thursday, December 14, 2023 1:56:27 PM 
Attachments: image001.png 

Sorry, I guess some more information would be helpful. I returned their call and they provided the 
information noted below. 

The resident would like to have future notifications be mailed to them, their address is: 

They also provided the following comments: 
They are not supportive of a three lane cross-section. From their experience as a transit user, 
if a bus stops, cars then use the centre turning lane to pass. They are concerned from a safety 
perspective. 

The exception to this is if there are bus bays for the buses to pull to the side. This 
prevents the centre turning lane from being used to pass. 

They are supportive of either the four-lane or five-lane cross-section. 

Thanks, 
Megan 

Megan Salvucci, MCIP, RPP (she/her) 
Senior Project Manager – Infrastructure Programming and Planning 
Infrastructure Renewal 
Engineering Services 
Public Works, City of Hamilton 
(905) 546-2424  Ext.2732 

From: Salvucci, Megan 
Sent: December 14, 2023 1:43 PM 
To: Stanciu, Olivia <Olivia.Stanciu@hamilton.ca> 
Subject: FW: Message from A VIVEIROS (+19053871284) 

Hi Olivia, 

Could you please add this resident to the Garner Road EA mailing list? 

Thanks, 

Megan Salvucci, MCIP, RPP (she/her) 
Senior Project Manager – Infrastructure Programming and Planning 

mailto:Olivia.Stanciu@hamilton.ca




 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Bartlett, Isaac 
To: Hohner, Paula; Micks, Sarah 
Cc: Wrathell, Melissa 
Subject: FW: Garner Road EA and potential widening 
Date: Friday, January 5, 2024 8:20:48 AM 
Attachments: Garner Road EA 2.pdf 

Garner Road EA and potential widening.msg 

Please add the attached and below to the project’s public correspondence. I have attached the previous 
submission for our internal records. 

Isaac Bartlett P. Eng., ENV SP 
Sr. Associate, Transportation 

Direct: 519-675-6643 
Mobile: 519-282-3230 
isaac.bartlett@stantec.com 

Stantec 
400-1305 Riverbend Road 
London ON N6K 0J5 

The content of this email is the confidential property of Stantec and should not be copied, modified, retransmitted, or used for any purpose except with Stantec's written 
authorization. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete all copies and notify us immediately. 

From: blodewyks@cogeco.ca <blodewyks@cogeco.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, January 4, 2024 7:38 PM 
To: megan.salvucci@hamilton.ca; Bartlett, Isaac <isaac.bartlett@stantec.com> 
Subject: RE: Garner Road EA and potential widening 

You don't often get email from blodewyks@cogeco.ca. Learn why this is important 

Hello Megan & Isaac, 
Please disregard my previous comment submission and substitute it with the 
attached. 
Thank you, 
Brian Lodewyks 

From: 
Sent: Wednesday, January 3, 2024 7:59 PM 
To: 'megan.salvucci@hamilton.ca' <megan.salvucci@hamilton.ca>; 'isaac.bartlett@stantec.com' 
<isaac.bartlett@stantec.com> 
Subject: Garner Road EA and potential widening 

Hello Megan & Isaac, 
th 

mailto:isaac.bartlett@stantec.com
mailto:isaac.bartlett@stantec.com
mailto:megan.salvucci@hamilton.ca
mailto:megan.salvucci@hamilton.ca
mailto:isaac.bartlett@stantec.com
mailto:megan.salvucci@hamilton.ca
mailto:blodewyks@cogeco.ca
mailto:blodewyks@cogeco.ca
mailto:isaac.bartlett@stantec.com




 

 

  

   

        

        

  

       

     

       

      

      

          

          

        

         

    

            

         

        

 

      

       

        

 

           

        

       

         

         

     

      

  

        

          

      

      

    

       

          

January 4, 2024 

Megan Salvucci, RPP 

Isaac Bartlett, P. Eng. 

RE: Garner Road EA 

Please see below my comments and recommendations for the Garner Road EA and potential 

widening. I have lived on Garner Road for over 50 years and I am very familiar with the road 

and surrounding properties. 

1. The City move towards a 4-lane road with a center turning lane where possible. There 

are cars repeatedly passing slow moving vehicles, City equipment such as 

lawnmowers/tractors, and farm equipment, even on double lines. This is obviously not a 

safe practice. 

2. The City move towards a 4-lane road with a center turning lane to accommodate the 

current and future development along Garner Road. I understand that The City is 

scheduling a new 24” round watermain on Garner Road, from Southcote Road to Duff’s 
Corner. This is in addition to the existing watermain and is scheduled for spring of 2024. 

The City has noted this is needed for future development along Garner Road. 

3. The land south of Garner Road between Fiddler’s Green Road and Shaver’s Road is 
recently designated Greenbelt. However, this land was originally designated as 

Whitebelt in 2005 and has flipflopped in and out of the greenbelt over the years based 

on political choice and will likely be developed to residential use in the future. 

Therefore, the City should move towards a 4-lane road with a center turning lane to 

accommodate future growth. 

4. I understand that there may be trees affected by the widening of Garner Road. Tree 

removal is not new to the City and is required for progress. The new development at 

515 Garner Road West resulted in probably 200 mature trees being removed without 

any public opposition. 

5. I do not recommend a separate bike lane with the road widening. I do not see a lot of 

bike traffic and there will likely be no available space for this. 

6. Recommend setting the speed limit to 50 kilometers per hour along Garner Road. 

7. Recommend pedestrian sidewalks on the north side of Garner Road. With the added 

number of condo units on Garner, there is an increase in pedestrian traffic. The existing 

sidewalks and lack thereof is not safe at all. 

8. Recommend stoplights at multiple intersections such as Hamilton Drive, 403 off ramp (it 

is difficult to turn left). 

I understand the above proposal is an aggressive approach, however I have seen Garner Road 

pieced together poorly in the past in an effort to make traffic work. The road should be 

designed and constructed properly in the future. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Garner Road Resident 

















  

 
 

     
 

  

  
  

   
   

  

  
 

 
 

   
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

    
   

 
  

  
 

 

 
  

  

  
 

 

  
    

  
  

 
   

  
    

 
  

  
 

 

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

  
    

 
  

  
  

 
  

Post-PIC1 Correspondence 

Garner Road Improvements
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 

Contact Information Issue/Concern Action Taken Commitment/Response 

with only inches to spare. There is no turning lane into our street from what is 
becoming an increasingly busy road. Although there is a turning lane for 
residents on John Frederick Street off Garner, vehicles are lined up during 
morning and evening rush hours to get out onto Garner or to turn left onto 
John Frederick. It only makes sense from a planning standpoint to consider 
widening Garner Road given all the newly constructed townhomes and 
condos on Garner between Southcote and Shaver. As well, with the plans for 
developing warehouse complexes between Fiddlers Green and Southcote 
just south of Garner, the traffic will only get worse and the need for widening 
this road will increase. A bike lane or pedestrian sidewalk will not be sufficient 
for long term future growth and will not address the increased traffic that is 
inevitable. 

Anonymous User via Comment received on Engage website December 22, 2023 No action No response required. 
Engage Hamilton The city should be doing its absolute best and anything within its power to required. 
<notifications@engagementhq.com ensure that we are not further threatening our local wildlife, habitat and 

biodiversity - widening the road would be the opposite of that. 
Anonymous User via 
Engage Hamilton 
<notifications@engagementhq.com 

Comment received on Engage website December 23, 2023
Do nothing. 

No action 
required. 

No response required. 

Anonymous User via Comment received on Engage website December 31, 2023 No action No response required. 
Engage Hamilton The widening of the road is in complete violation of Hamilton’s climate required. 
<notifications@engagementhq.com change initiatives. The Garner marsh should be a no touch zone as it 

provides many ecological benefits to the surround area but also massive 
economic services through water management in the area. We do not need 
bigger roads. Please fix the current infrastructure without widening the road. I 
agree with adding multimodal infrastructure that allows people to move freely 
without the need of a car but we cannot keep making more room for cars. 

Anonymous User via Comment received on Engage website December 31, 2023 No action No response required. 
Engage Hamilton 
<notifications@engagementhq.com 

We are living in unprecedented times with both the climate change and 
biodiversity crisis devastating ecosystems on Indigenous lands throughout 

required. 

Hamilton and elsewhere. We know from the Hamilton Natural Areas 
Inventory that formerly 'common' species are trending towards uncommon or 
even regionally significant species status. Despite work by the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club and others since the late 1980s, the traditional style of land 
use development exemplified by the Garner Road expansion project 
continue. Perhaps in the past the climate change/biodiversity crisis was less 
well-understood - that is not the case now, therefore we must shift from an 
approach led by suggested mitigation measures to just saying no to urban 
sprawl development, including the expansion of roads and construction of 
job-poor warehouses, specifically as part of the AEGD area. No more loss of 
wetlands, not more loss of significant species' habitat (i.e., Blandings turtles, 
species at risk bats), no more loss of forested and meadow habitats. Having 

Page 10 of 20 





  

 
 

     
 

  

   
    

 
 

 
  

  
 

 
  

   
    

 
 

  
  

 
  

 
 

 

   
   

 

  
 

   
 

      
  

   
   

 
  

  
 

 
 

 
 

    
     

Post-PIC1 Correspondence 

Garner Road Improvements
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 

Contact Information Issue/Concern Action Taken Commitment/Response 

I have used some of my own experiences with the recent Southcote road 
project to ask some questions and outline some of the issues and challenges 
that local residents experienced during the project. 

I’m a little disappointed that the city of Hamilton would even entertain the 
Garner Road project. 
The city has a $3.2 Bllion infrastructure deficit and residents are looking at a 
14.2% tax increase in 2024. 
The city really needs to be fiscally responsible to its residents and stop 
building unsustainable sprawl infrastructure that serves to only lines the 
pockets of developers at the taxpayer’s expense! 
Hamilton still has acres of brownfield and infill opportunities available, that for 
the most part are fully serviced. 
Developers need to start exploring how to utilize these sites instead of 
bulldozing over our farms. 
Do we really want Ancaster, to be the “Warehousing” capital of Ontario? 

If we can use the 2023 Southcote road construction project as a starting point 
for discussion.. 

Cost: 
How much will this project really cost Hamilton taxpayers? And let’s be 
honest, what is the real return to taxpayers and at what environmental cost? 
The former Ancaster councillor went to council in 2022 asking for $6m for the 
Southcote road project I find it strange that the former head of one of the 
province’s largest construction companies would ask council to approve and 
fund a project and within months needed to go back and ask for more funding 
,  twice! 
Was he not supplied with the correct numbers by staff?  This is a significant 
issue that the original financial numbers presented to our council to approve 
the Southcote road project are now 3x higher than they were lead to believe! 
The city had to use reserve funds to support these changes that ended up 
pushing the cost of the project to about $14.9 million as of August 2022.  I 
suspect the project will be closer to $20 million when it’s finally completed… 
While still on cost issues, how was the existing soil deemed as not suitable 
but somehow was not an issue during several major road construction 
projects in the last 15 years on Southcote?  This decision added significant 
cost to the project . 
Are we going to be surprised by the same financial and soil issues along 
Garner? 

Tree Preservation Plan: 
Trees, lots and lots of trees… I guess that Hamilton’s recent Urban Forestry 
Strategy is just a dream. Let’s be honest,  planting saplings will not begin to 

Page 12 of 20 



  

 
 

     
 

  

 
 

 
 

   
  

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
   

 
    

 
 

 
  

  
  

  
   

 
   

 
  

  
 

 
    

 
 

  
  

 
 

   
 

 
 

Post-PIC1 Correspondence 

Garner Road Improvements
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 

Contact Information Issue/Concern Action Taken Commitment/Response 

replace the swath of trees that need to be cut to accommodate the widening 
of Garner road . 

Homes/ Churches/ Heritage buildings : 
How many structures along Garner Road will you impact? 
Does the city really have the money to expropriate or move any of these 
buildings that stand in the way of this project? 
It is sad to see how the face of Ancaster has changed in the last 20 years 
and the unfortunate disappearance of a large number of vintage or heritage 
buildings. 
Snow removal and Road maintenance: 
Again, we can hardly afford to maintain our existing roads system let alone 
the replacement cost that future generations will incur. 
How is the city prepared to remove the Snow from such a wide roadway and 
at what cost? 
Piling snow on residential front lawns or melting it with road salt is not the 
answer. 
I can only imagine the impact of road salt on my own front lawn let alone 
what the impact would be to some of the environmentally sensitive areas 
along Garner Road. 

Project Timelines: 
And lastly, the duration of the Southcote Road project was ridiculous! 
Residents were told at initial information meetings that Southcote was such 
an important road and that it had to be upgraded.  The City put the 
contractor’s profits ahead of the residents and allowed the project to run for 
months longer than was necessary as road construction crews were often 
pulled off this project to work on other projects for the contractor. 
There were days/ weeks where there was no “road construction“ activity.  I’m 
not including the installation of signage, street lights , poles etc. in this 
observation… I guess this project just wasn’t that important…. 

Traffic Management: 
There was little and most of it was ineffective.  The amount of non-resident 
traffic was unacceptable.  The weekends were especially bad with speeding 
and lots of dust.   On some summer weekends the dust was so bad that you 
lost the right to enjoy your own property! 
I’m not sure how you would manage the volume of traffic that uses Garner 
Road.  The last road closures for construction on Garner by Hamilton drive 
lasted most of the summer and had to be extended and the traffic was 
diverted onto Wilson Street. When there were accidents on the 403 the 
entire town became gridlocked for hours. 

Local Residents Impact: 

Page 13 of 20 



  

 
 

     
 

  

     
  

 
 

   
 

    
  

 

 
  

 
  

 
   

 
 

  
  

 

    
    

  

   
   

 
 

 
  

  
 

 

    
     

  
 

   
    

 
  

  
 

 

    
 

  
   

 
  

 
  

   
 

 

    

 
  

Post-PIC1 Correspondence 

Garner Road Improvements
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 

Contact Information Issue/Concern Action Taken Commitment/Response 

From the planning aspect, Southcote has to be one of the most poorly 
managed and communicated projects that i have seen in Ancaster in 40 
years. 
There was little in the way of a single point of communication to the key 
stakeholders I.e., the local residents. 
You know, there is nothing more frustrating than having someone knock on 
your door at 7am telling you that you won’t have access to your driveway or 
suddenly you have your driveway blocked for the weekend without any 
warning. 
But you would have to live on Southcote to enjoy that experience… There 
were numerous delays that frustrated both contractors and residents and 
significant grading issues that could have been and should have been 
addressed and resolved before the shovels hit the ground.  These issues 
were poorly communicated and left the impacted residents less than happy 
with the outcome and caused major design changes to the project. 
The city’s “on site” team did as best as they could trying to keep residents 
informed and their efforts were much appreciated ! 
I would hope that our city’s project management and communication skills 
are improved going forward with any future projects. 

Anonymous User via Comment received on Engage website January 2, 2024: No action No response required. 
Engage Hamilton 
<notifications@engagementhq.com 

Hamilton declared a climate emergency - this will further add to the negative 
effects of climate change in our community. We have many old trees along 

required. 

this stretch of area that need to be preserved to help with the negative effects 
of climate change. Widening this roadway further puts the remaining 
wetlands at risk and the species that live there - especially the turtles. There 
are many historical buildings that also need to be taken into account - why do 
we need to change things always for the worse?! Think about future 
generations 

Anonymous User via Comment received on Engage website January 3, 2024: No action No response required. 
Engage Hamilton 
<notifications@engagementhq.com 

The Garner marsh is one of the last biodiversity havens as well as a natural 
flood preventing reservoir on the Hamilton mountain. Any activity to diminish 

required. 

its area (square footage as well as significance) will cause permanent, 
irreversible damage to this unique system. In my opinion this is of more 
importance than the capacity of the road. So, let’s find other options for the 
flow of traffic and preserve Garner Marsh !! Thank you. 

Anonymous User via Comment received on Engage website January 3, 2024: No action No response required. 
Engage Hamilton 
<notifications@engagementhq.com 

Please don’t move the wetland. Do your best to work around it. If it can’t be 
avoided there must be a replacement, hopefully before the other one is 

required. 

destroyed so the wildlife can be transferred as much as possible. 
Marie Covert Comment received January 3, 2024 No action No response required. 
marie.p.covert@gmail.com Hello Megan, required. 

Thank you very much to you and your team for your valiant effort to continue 
with the PIC on the Garner Road Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 

Page 14 of 20 



  

 
 

     
 

  

     
  

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 

      
 

   
      

 
  

  
 

     
  

   
   

  
 

  
 

 
  

  
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post-PIC1 Correspondence 

Garner Road Improvements
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 

Contact Information Issue/Concern Action Taken Commitment/Response 

on December 11, 2023. It must have been very difficult to persevere under 
so many difficult circumstances, as the venue changed, the time was 
considerably shortened, and the whole thing was conducted in front of a 
noisy library desk. 

I expect that when you re-convened on Tuesday morning for a de-brief, that 
you all realized that the PIC had been less than successful and requires re-
scheduling. 

I have attached below my comments and observations, not in any prioritized 
order, although I do think the team is working in a vacuum, without input from 
the many other groups who are stakeholders and who should be at the table 
as decisions are made. 

Thank you listening to my suggestions.  I appreciate your time and patience 
and look forward to PIC #2 repeated later this year. 

Attached Comments: 

Overall Observations: 
• Absolutely NO mention was made of the Climate Crisis although the 

City of Hamilton declared itself in a climate crisis in 2019. 
• NO mention of the need to reduce the use of fossil fuels and GHG 

emissions – only an emphasis on moving goods faster. No mention 
of where they are going, but we all know these trucks are supposed 
to move faster to deliver goods to warehouses scheduled for 
development on Garner Road. Was this simply an honest omission?  
Citizens have the right to know that this road widening is the Drug 
Gateway to Sprawl in their backyards. 

• The climate crisis will worsen exponentially over time, yet there was 
no mention of Adaptation and Mitigation – 2 key features which the 
Office Of Climate Change is espousing. 

• There were NO comments from the City’s new Office of Climate 
Change.  The Director and staffers should be major team players in 
this project as the widening of the Truck route has the potential to 
obliterate natural heritage features, thus destroying any ability to 
mitigate flooding and erosion. 

• And Do NO Harm:  this should be the overriding mantra of any City 
project at this critical time in our history.  Any change which destroys 
wildlife habitats, thickets, woodlands, wetlands, and trees runs 
contrary to everything that the City is trying to save. 
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Post-PIC1 Correspondence 

Garner Road Improvements
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 

Contact Information Issue/Concern Action Taken Commitment/Response 

• Hamilton has a Tree Canopy Program.  How will it be honoured? 
Have you worked with proponents so you understand how you can 
cooperate and meet their objectives? 

• In general, the team seemed to be working in an absolute vacuum, 
with no input from any other group.  Early conversations with other 
teams may have negated the need for this project completely and 
saved the City time, money, and energy. 

Garner Road itself: 
• If the Road needs work, re-surface it.  It’s only 3 km. 
• There is no need for 3 – 5 lanes + bicycle lanes + sidewalks  which may 

eat up 36 – 46 metres of space that is already occupied by hydro lines, 
pipelines, cemeteries and people’s homes. 

• Speeding trucks along Garner Rd. should not be allowed as there is a 
school along the route.  Speed limits around schools are generally 40 
km/hr.  – not 60 or 100 regardless of whether this is a transit-priority 
route or not. 

• How can you justify a TRUCK route at the edge of the Greenbelt and 
urban sprawl?  This design may suit the transit model in 2024 but it will 
be outdated in 10 years and Hamiltonians will still be paying the toll of a 
ghost highway which cost millions of dollars. 

The Natural Environment: 
• One poster explained that “an inventory of the existing natural 

environment in the area will be completed through field investigations, 
background research and consultation with the Hamilton Conservation 
Authority.  A Natural Heritage Assessment Report will be prepared to 
summarize the findings.” And then what happens? Once the 
natural features have been inventoried and identified, is there a 
proposal to save them?  Much more of an explanation is required, 
please!! 

• What will be done to save the trees, the habitat for birds/bees/bats, 
many of which are at risk? 

• What about the small animals living in the area?  How will you deal 
with them?  You must have a plan…..there was discussion of animal 
crossings.  Has Hamilton ever designed/built one before?   

• Also of major consideration is the time of year, not only for the creation 
of the inventory but also for construction.  Consider nesting time for 
birds, migration for swans………….there is much at stake here. 
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Post-PIC1 Correspondence 

Garner Road Improvements
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 

Contact Information Issue/Concern Action Taken Commitment/Response 

• Hamilton has a Biodiversity Action Plan.  Have you liaised with this 
team to determine if your goals are aligned?  They will certainly  have 
input in your plans. 

Environmental Assessment: 
• The original EA was done in 2011 and has absolutely NO relevance 

today. We need surfaces that are permeable, that will hold water to 
prevent flooding and soil erosion, that will hold carbon emissions.  The 
paved surfaces recommended throughout the presentation boards 
offer no protection from flooding, no suggestion that we need to 
change strategies in the midst of this global environmental breakdown. 

• When extreme weather events occur, the torrents of rain will simply 
wash across the acres of pavement and asphalt and find their way into 
peoples’ basements and living rooms.  This is not a sustainable model. 
(I have refrained from mentioning the floods which will drain from the 
warehouse parking lots and flat-roofed buildings.  This overflow will 
head directly north into the subdivisions on the other side of Garner 
Road.) 

Storm Water Management Ponds 
• These are the Developer’s answer to the destruction of wetlands and 

they are a poor substitute 
• They are full of contaminants, road salt, oil runoff from vehicles.  They 

have no ability to actively absorb water or carbon emissions like a 
wetland. 

• They must be monitored, managed and eventually de-watered.  Who 
has this responsibility?  

City of Hamilton Concepts: 
• Hamilton is conscientiously working to develop “walkable 

communities” where everything a citizen needs to live, work, and play 
can be found within a 20-minute walk.  This concept of a multi-lane 
highway where the only goal is speed does not address this issue. 

• Many have argued that the warehouses within the AEGD are wrongly 
placed.  They should be in the industrial lands on the bayfront where 
there is easy access to rail, marine shipping, and major highway 
routes to move freight. 

The Urban Boundary: 
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Post-PIC1 Correspondence 

Garner Road Improvements
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 

Contact Information Issue/Concern Action Taken Commitment/Response 

• It has been well-documented that Hamiltonians will hold the urban 
boundary.  This is the decision of residents and City Council. 

• This highway widening is not consistent with holding the urban 
boundary. 

• Experience has shown that once a highway is built into rural lands, 
sprawl will soon follow. 

Do the Least Harm: 
• The document on Engage.Hamilton specifically mentions properties 

still using wells for drinking water and septic beds, etc., yet admits 
that this is beyond the scope of the study.  There were people in 
attendance on Monday evening who were worried about their wells, 
their property values, and what the future holds.  The team seems 
absolutely determined to go forward with this project, regardless of 
the impact on people’s lives and the fact that you are  not part of the 
solution. 

• In the same vein, Engage.Hamilton recognizes that the ROW may 
impact some property owners but the “project team will ensure early 
and thorough communication with impacted property owners.”  Can 
you please expand on this  to explain what it really means.  How 
much advance notice do they actually receive? 

Indigenous People: 
• One of the display boards listed all the archaeological sites, and there 

were many.  Have the Indigenous People been consulted, not only on 
the overall project but on the fate of the archaeological findings? 

• They should have been one of the first groups to be included in this 
EA and should have been at the table from the earliest stages.  They 
may have input that could halt this project NOW.  Please pay them 
respect and attention. 

• A 3-km highway is not more important than the history of our 
Indigenous People. 

Project Plan: 
• On the Project Plan, there was no decision point, nothing that would 

cause the project to be paused, re-scheduled, or stopped completely. 
• What would it take to stop this project?  That should be part of your 

decision tree: a go/no go decision. 

Anonymous User via Comment received on Engage website January 4, 2024: No action 
required. 

No response required. 
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Post-PIC1 Correspondence 

Garner Road Improvements
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 

Contact Information Issue/Concern Action Taken Commitment/Response 

originally designated as Whitebelt in 2005 and has flipflopped in and out 
of the greenbelt over the years based on political choice and will likely be 
developed to residential use in the future. Therefore, the City should move 
towards a 4-lane road with a center turning lane to accommodate future 
growth. 

4. I understand that there may be trees affected by the widening of Garner 
Road. Tree removal is not new to the City and is required for progress. 
The new development at 515 Garner Road West resulted in probably 200 
mature trees being removed without any public opposition. 

5. I do not recommend a separate bike lane with the road widening. I do not 
see a lot of bike traffic and there will likely be no available space for this. 

6. Recommend setting the speed limit to 50 kilometers per hour along 
Garner Road. 

7. Recommend pedestrian sidewalks on the north side of Garner Road. With 
the added number of condo units on Garner, there is an increase in 
pedestrian traffic. The existing sidewalks and lack thereof is not safe at 
all. 

8. Recommend stoplights at multiple intersections such as Hamilton Drive, 
403 off ramp (it is difficult to turn left). 

I understand the above proposal is an aggressive approach, however I have 
seen Garner Road pieced together poorly in the past in an effort to make 
traffic work. The road should be designed and constructed properly in the 
future. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
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Garner Road Municipal Class Environmental Assessment – PIC #2 

Overall Observations: 

• Absolutely NO mention was made of the Climate Crisis although the City of 

Hamilton declared itself in a climate crisis in 2019. 

• NO mention of the need to reduce the use of fossil fuels and GHG emissions – 

only an emphasis on moving goods faster. No mention of where they are going, 

but we all know these trucks are supposed to move faster to deliver goods to 

warehouses scheduled for development on Garner Road. Was this simply an 

honest omission? Citizens have the right to know that this road widening is the 

Drug Gateway to Sprawl in their backyards. 

• The climate crisis will worsen exponentially over time, yet there was no 

mention of Adaptation and Mitigation – 2 key features which the Office Of 

Climate Change is espousing. 

• There were NO comments from the City’s new Office of Climate Change. The 

Director and staffers should be major team players in this project as the 

widening of the Truck route has the potential to obliterate natural heritage 

features, thus destroying any ability to mitigate flooding and erosion. 

• And Do NO Harm: this should be the overriding mantra of any City project at this 

critical time in our history. Any change which destroys wildlife habitats, thickets, 

woodlands, wetlands, and trees runs contrary to everything that the City is trying 

to save. 

• Hamilton has a Tree Canopy Program. How will it be honoured? Have 

you worked with proponents so you understand how you can cooperate 

and meet their objectives? 

• In general, the team seemed to be working in an absolute vacuum, with no 

input from any other group. Early conversations with other teams may have 

negated the need for this project completely and saved the City time, money, 

and energy. 



Garner Road itself: 

• If the Road needs work, re-surface it. It’s only 3 km. 

• There is no need for 3 – 5 lanes + bicycle lanes + sidewalks which may eat up 36 – 46 

metres of space that is already occupied by hydro lines, pipelines, cemeteries and 

people’s homes. 

• Speeding trucks along Garner Rd. should not be allowed as there is a school along the 

route. Speed limits around schools are generally 40 km/hr. – not 60 or 100 regardless of 

whether this is a transit-priority route or not. 

• How can you justify a TRUCK route at the edge of the Greenbelt and urban sprawl? This 

design may suit the transit model in 2024 but it will be outdated in 10 years and 

Hamiltonians will still be paying the toll of a ghost highway which cost millions of dollars. 

 

 
The Natural Environment: 

• One poster explained that “an inventory of the existing natural environment in the area 

will be completed through field investigations, background research and consultation 

with the Hamilton Conservation Authority. A Natural Heritage Assessment Report will be 

prepared to summarize the findings.” And then what happens? Once the natural 

features have been inventoried and identified, is there a proposal to save them? Much 

more of an explanation is required, please!! 

• What will be done to save the trees, the habitat for birds/bees/bats, many of which are at 

risk? 

• What about the small animals living in the area? How will you deal with them? You must 

have a plan…..there was discussion of animal crossings. Has Hamilton ever 

designed/built one before? 

• Also of major consideration is the time of year, not only for the creation of the inventory 

but also for construction. Consider nesting time for birds, migration for swans there is 

much at 

stake here. 

• Hamilton has a Biodiversity Action Plan. Have you liaised with this team to determine 

if your goals are aligned? They will certainly have input in your plans. 

Environmental Assessment: 

• The original EA was done in 2011 and has absolutely NO relevance today. We need 

surfaces that are permeable, that will hold water to prevent flooding and soil erosion, 

that will hold carbon emissions. The paved surfaces recommended throughout the 

presentation boards offer no protection from flooding, no suggestion that we need to 

change strategies in the midst of this global environmental breakdown. 

• When extreme weather events occur, the torrents of rain will simply wash across the 

acres of pavement and asphalt and find their way into peoples’ basements and living 

rooms. This is not a sustainable model. (I have refrained from mentioning the floods 

which will drain from the warehouse parking lots and flat-roofed buildings. This overflow 

will head directly north into the subdivisions on the other side of Garner Road.) 

Storm Water Management Ponds 



• These are the Developer’s answer to the destruction of wetlands and they are a poor 
substitute 

• They are full of contaminants, road salt, oil runoff from vehicles. They have no ability to 
actively 

absorb water or carbon emissions like a wetland. 

• They must be monitored, managed and eventually de-watered. Who has this 
responsibility? 

 

 
City of Hamilton Concepts: 

• Hamilton is conscientiously working to develop “walkable communities” where 

everything a citizen needs to live, work, and play can be found within a 20-minute 

walk. This concept of a multi-lane highway where the only goal is speed does not 

address this issue. 

• Many have argued that the warehouses within the AEGD are wrongly placed. They 

should be in the industrial lands on the bayfront where there is easy access to rail, 

marine shipping, and major highway routes to move freight. 

The Urban Boundary: 

• It has been well-documented that Hamiltonians will hold the urban boundary. This 

is the decision of residents and City Council. 

• This highway widening is not consistent with holding the urban boundary. 

• Experience has shown that once a highway is built into rural lands, sprawl will 

soon follow. Do the Least Harm: 

• The document on Engage. Hamilton specifically mentions properties still using wells 

for drinking water and septic beds, etc., yet admits that this is beyond the scope of 

the study. There were people in attendance on Monday evening who were worried 

about their wells, their property values, and what the future holds. The team seems 

absolutely determined to go forward with this project, regardless of the impact on 

people’s lives and the fact that you are not part of the solution. 

• In the same vein, Engage. Hamilton recognizes that the ROW may impact some 

property owners but the “project team will ensure early and thorough communication 

with impacted property owners.” Can you please expand on this to explain what it 

really means. How much advance notice do they actually receive? 

Indigenous People: 

• One of the display boards listed all the archaeological sites, and there were many. 

Have the Indigenous People been consulted, not only on the overall project but on 

the fate of the archaeological findings? 

• They should have been one of the first groups to be included in this EA and should have 

been at the table from the earliest stages. They may have input that could halt this 

project NOW. Please pay them respect and attention. 



• A 3-km highway is not more important than the history of our Indigenous 

People. Project Plan: 

• On the Project Plan, there was no decision point, nothing that would cause the project to 
be paused, re-scheduled, or stopped completely. 

• What would it take to stop this project? That should be part of your decision tree: a 

go/no go decision. 
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Meeting Notes 

Garner Road MCEA - TAC Meeting #1 

Project/File: 165001196 

Date/Time: October 17, 2023 / [10:30] 

Location: Microsoft Teams 

Attendees: Megan Salvucci City of Hamilton, Project Manager (Project Team) 

Olivia Stanciu City of Hamilton, Capital Infrastructure Analyst (Project Team) 

Danny Pinmentel City of Hamilton, Active Transportation 

Sam Brush City of Hamilton, Urban Forest Health Technician 

Roger Silva City of Hamilton, Roadway Safety 

Jessica Abrahamse City of Hamilton, Heritage & Urban Design 

Bakir Fayad City of Hamilton, Pedestrian & Cycling Engineering 

Brian Le City of Hamilton, Traffic Signal Technologist 

Sarath Vala City of Hamilton, Senior Project Manager, Design 

Nick Piedigrossi City of Hamilton, Infrastructure Programming Technologist 

Mushfiqur Raham City of Hamilton, Superintendent – Transportation 
Engineering 

Dawn Bingham City of Hamilton, Traffic Signal Technologist 

Cory Manning City of Hamilton, District Superintendent - Parks 

Hanna Daniels City of Hamilton, Manager, Water & Wastewater Systems 

Harry Krinas City of Hamilton, Senior Project Manager, Infrastructure 

Andrew Johnson City of Hamilton, Transit Planning & Infrastructure 

Omar Shams City of Hamilton, Transportation Planning – New Initiatives 

Isaac Bartlett Stantec, Project Manager (Project Team) 

Paula Hohner Stantec, Senior Environmental Planner (Project Team) 

Sarah Micks Stantec, Environmental Planner (Project Team) 

Distribution: All attendees 

Item Action 

Introduction 

The purpose of this meeting was to introduce the Technical Advisory Committee to the 
Garner Road Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (MCEA) study (Wilson 
Street to the Highway 403 off-ramp) being undertaken by the City of Hamilton. 



   
       

    

 
 

 

  

 

  
   

  
   

   
 

  
     

 

  

  
   

 

   
    

 

 

   
   

   
    

     
  

   

   
 

   
    

   
  

 

   
  

  

 
    

     
  

    
   

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 3, 2023 
Garner Road MCEA - MTO Meeting #1 
Page 2 of 3 

Item Action 

Study Background – Project Overview 

Using a presentation (attached to these minutes), Stantec and the City Project 
Manager provided an overview of the Garner Road MCEA study, including study 
background, existing conditions, alternative solutions, and evaluation criteria. The 
presentation will be used for Public Information Centre 1, tentatively scheduled for 
December 2023. [Post Meeting Note: PIC 1 is scheduled for Monday, December 11, 
2023.] 

The project team highlighted the need for additional corridor capacity in the study area 
to accommodate existing and future travel demand and to incorporate active 
transportation infrastructure. 

Evaluation of Alternative Lane Widening 

The project team presented the preliminary draft evaluation of alternative cross-section 
lane widening options: 3-lanes, 4-lanes, and 5-lanes. It was noted that the evaluation is 
still preliminary, and subject to change. 

It was noted that all alternatives would require land acquisition to accommodate the 
right-of-way (ROW) widening, though some mitigation may be possible under some 
alternatives. 

Discussion 

The project team noted that the lane widening alternatives/cross-sections were derived 
from the Airport Employment Growth District (AEGD). The evaluation of alternative 
cross-sections used the 36m ROW and 45m ROW arterial roadways as provided in the 
AEGD. These AEGD cross-sections use the Complete Street guidelines. Elements of 
the Complete Street guidelines included in the cross-section will be determined during 
the alternative designs phase of the study (following PIC 1), using the City’s audit tool. 

The current AEGD cross-section figures will be provided to the project team without 
the ‘draft’ watermark once approved by City Council. 

There is potential to reduce the stormwater management (SWM) facilities and Low 
Impact Developments (LIDs) footprint proposed in the AEGD cross-sections, to best fit 
the needs of the Garner Road corridor. Garner Road is a border road of the AEGD, so 
it is understood that the recommendations of the AEGD may need to be altered to 
accommodate road constraints. This could include exploring alternative SWM options, 
that could reduce the footprint of the overall ROW. This will be further considered in 
the alternative designs phase of the study. 

It was noted that the SWM facilities for Garner Road would only be developed to 
accommodate the ROW. Any SWM for developments outside of the ROW (for 
residential developments, etc.) would require a separate study. 

It was noted that the connectivity of active transportation facilities between Garner 
Road and the Rymal Road EA recommended improvements should provide 
consistency to users. This will be further considered during the alternative designs 
phase of the study. 

The study area contains wildlife and wildlife features, with local residents and Ward 
Councillor advocating to conserve these species and areas. The project team will 
further consult with the AEGD staff to understand how the AEGD area is supporting 
the natural environment (i.e., wildlife crossings, mitigation measures, etc.). 

Omar Shams 

Project Team 

Project Team 

Project Team 



   
       

    

 
 

 

   

      

  

 

  

 
 
 
 

 

  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

     
   

    
 

   
   

  
 

   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 3, 2023 
Garner Road MCEA - MTO Meeting #1 
Page 3 of 3 

Item Action 

Mature tree canopy is located within the study area and should be retained where 
possible. The Forestry group will be engaged during the alternative designs phase of 
the study to understand how the recommended improvements may impact tree 
canopy. 

The TAC expressed interest towards a ‘hybrid’ cross-section/ROW approach; 36m 
ROW, 4-lanes, with 5-lanes provided where there are more common turning 
movements. This would allow a smaller footprint and potentially reduced impact to 
adjacent properties. In addition, TAC indicated that active transportation facilities can 
remain flexible, and do not need to be symmetrical on both sides of the road. The 
project team will further consider this option during the alternative designs phase. 

Project Team / 

Forestry 

Project Team 

The meeting adjourned at 11:00am. 

The foregoing is considered to be a true and accurate record of all items discussed. If any discrepancies or 

inconsistencies are noted, please contact the writer immediately. 

Regards, 

STANTEC CONSULTING LTD. 

Isaac Bartlett, P.Eng, ENV SP 
Project Manager 
Isaac.Bartlett@stantec.com 

Attachment: Presentation 

mailto:Isaac.Bartlett@stantec.com


 
  

 

Garner Road Improvements Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
Appendix K Engagement 

K.5.2 Technical Advisory Committee Meeting #2 

K-8 













































 

    

  
    

Meeting Notes 

Garner Road MCEA - TAC Meeting #2 

Project/File: 165001196 
Date/Time: June 24, 2024 / [10:30] 
Location:  Microsoft Teams  
Attendees:  Megan Salvucci  City of Hamilton,  Project Manager  (Project Team)  

Olivia Stanciu  City of  Hamilton,  Capital Infrastructure Analyst  (Project Team)  
Danny Pinmentel  City of  Hamilton,  Active Transportation  
Sam Brush  City of  Hamilton,  Urban Forest Health Technician  
Roger Silva  City of  Hamilton,  Roadway Safety  
Bakir Fayad  City of  Hamilton,  Pedestrian & Cycling Engineering  
Brian Le  City of  Hamilton, Traffic  Signal Technologist  
Mushfiqur Raham  City of  Hamilton,  Superintendent  –  Transportation Engineering  
Dawn Bingham  City of  Hamilton, Traffic  Signal Technologist  
Omar Shams  City of  Hamilton, Transportation Planning –  New Initiatives   
Kara Bunn  City of  Hamilton,  Manager  of Parks and Cemeteries  
Nicholas Chaloux  City of  Hamilton,  Senior Project Manager  
Tanvir Chowdhury  City of  Hamilton, Transportation Engineering  
Steve Hasselman  City  of Hamilton, District Superintendent  Parks  
Melissa Kiddie  City of  Hamilton,  Heritage  & Urban Design  
Steve Molloy  City  of Hamilton, Manager Transportation P lanning  
Evan Nopper  City of  Hamilton,  Active Transportation Technologist  
John Perrotta  City of  Hamilton,  Superintendent of  Cemeteries  
Parham Salehi  City of  Hamilton,  Project Manager-Design  
Tina Sha  City of  Hamilton,  Project Manager  
Michael Votruba  City of  Hamilton,  Program Lead Urban Design  
Isaac Bartlett  Stantec,  Project Manager  (Project Team)  
Paula Hohner  Stantec, Team Lead, Assessment and Permitting  (Project Team)  
Sarah Micks  Stantec, Environmental  Planner (Project Team)  

Distribution:  All attendees  



 
   

    

 
 

 

  

 
  

    
   

   

 

 
   

     
 

  
   

    

 

  
   

  
 

 
  

   
   

     
 

  
  

 

 
   

   
  

 
  

  
   

 

 
  

 
 

 

  
  

   
  

 

June 24, 2024 
Garner Road MCEA – TAC Meeting #2 
Page 2 of 4 

Item Action 

Introduction 
The purpose of this meeting was to provide an update since TAC Meeting #1 (held in 
October 2023) to the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) on the Garner Road 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (MCEA) study (Wilson Street to the 
Highway 403 off-ramp) being undertaken by the City of Hamilton. 

Project Overview 
Using a presentation (attached to these minutes), Stantec and the City Project 
Manager provided an overview of the Garner Road MCEA study, including an overview 
of the recommended alternative solution, Public Information Centre (PIC) 1 summary, 
alternative cross-sections, active transportation alternatives, intersection 
improvements, and the overall recommended design. The presentation will be used for 
PIC 2, scheduled for August 22, 2024. 

Evaluation of Alternative Cross-Sections 
The project team presented the results of the evaluation of alternative cross-sections 
with the recommendation of a 4-Lane cross-section within a 45m protected right-of-
way. 

Property acquisition and utility relocations will be required to achieve the 45m right-of-
way. It was noted by the project team that the 4-lane cross-section will not be built out 
to the extents of the 45m right-of-way, and the road corridor/impermeable surface will 
be minimized where possible. As part of the design, the larger right-of-way will allow 
the project team to shift the active transportation facilities to avoid some impacts to 
existing trees and utilities and will allow for protection of the road corridor for potential 
future uses (i.e., rapid transit, etc.). 

Evaluation of Active Transportation Alternatives 
The project team presented the results of the evaluation of alternative cross-sections 
with the recommendation of a 3.5m multi-use pathway on the north side and 2.0m 
sidewalk on the south side. 

The minimum setback for the active transportation facilities is 1m and will be adjusted 
throughout the corridor to avoid impacts to trees where possible. Some localized areas 
of curb face facilities are recommended to mitigate impacts. 

Intersection Improvements 
The project team presented a draft conceptual drawing for a potential roundabout at 
Garner Road and Wilson Street West. A roundabout workshop is being held internally 
to discuss the need for the roundabout and design considerations. 

Overall Recommended Design 
The overall recommended design for the Garner Road corridor includes the following: 

• 4 Lane cross-section within a 45m protected right-of-way 
• 3.5m multi-use pathway on the north side and 2.0m sidewalk on the south side 



 
   

    

 
 

 

  

  
     

   
 

 
 

   
 

 
  

 
  

  
  

 
 

   
     

 
  

 
 

    
  

 
 

  
   

 
   

  
    

  
 

 
     
   
   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

June 24, 2024 
Garner Road MCEA – TAC Meeting #2 
Page 3 of 4 

Item Action 
• Roundabout at Garner Road and Wilson Street West intersection 

The Garner Road corridor improvements will be constructed under one contract, as an 
urbanized cross-section. 

Discussion 
The project team noted that stormwater management measures are currently being 
looked at for the Garner Road corridor. The 45m right-of-way will provide flexibility to 
incorporate low-impact-develop (LID) measures, rather than using roadside ditching. It 
was recommended that the stormwater management report be circulated to the 
conservation authority as part of the EA process. 

The project team will consult with the City of Hamilton’s development engineering 
department to understand if any commitments have been made to private developers 
along Garner Road regarding right-of-way extents. 

Forestry noted that while there is no ideal solution for road widening along Garner 
Road due to the existing tree canopy, flexibility within the 45m right-of-way will provide 
flexibility to avoid and/or reduce impacts. 

It was noted that the City of Hamilton has acquired the White Brick Church cemetery, 
and there are burials very close to the existing property line. 

The City of Hamilton project team clarified that the current watermain works being 
undertaken on Garner Road will not include the recommendations identified in this EA 
study (i.e., widening, active transportation). 

The project team noted that this study area is on the border of the Airport Employment 
Growth District (AEGD) boundary. Elements of the AEGD cross-section are being 
considered where feasible to fit the needs of the Garner Road corridor. 

Wildlife crossings are not warranted as part of the improvements along Garner Road. It 
was recommended that the project team consider noting that natural environment 
improvements will consider the Hamilton Biodiversity Action Plan, which was 
presented to council on June 18, 2024 for approval. 

The project team noted the following tentative timeline for this project: 
• Early 2025 – completion of environmental assessment 
• 2025-2027 – design 
• 2027-2028 – construction 

Project Team 

Project Team 

Project Team 

The meeting adjourned at 11:30am. 
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The foregoing is considered to be a true and accurate record of all items discussed. If any discrepancies or 
inconsistencies are noted, please contact the writer immediately. 

Regards, 

STANTEC CONSULTING LTD. 

Isaac Bartlett, P.Eng, ENV SP 
Project Manager 
Isaac.Bartlett@stantec.com 

Attachment: Presentation 

mailto:Isaac.Bartlett@stantec.com
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Meeting Notes 

Garner Road MCEA - MTO Meeting #1 

Project/File: 165001196 

Date/Time: October 3, 2023 / 10:00 am 

Location:  Microsoft Teams  

Attendees: Megan  Salvucci  City of Hamilton, Project Manager  

Olivia Stanciu  City of Hamilton, Capital Infrastructure  Analyst  

Alice Kam  MTO, Senior Project Engineer  

Paul Nunes  MTO, Senior Project Manager  

Margaret Pak  MTO, Environmental  Planner  

Brian Barrett  AECOM, Highway Engineering  

Felipe  Sapateiro  AECOM, Project Manager  

Julia DeDecker  AECOM, Environmental Planner  

Isaac Bartlett  Stantec, Project Manager  

Sarah Micks  Stantec, Environmental Planner  

Distribution:  All attendees  

Item Action 

Introduction 

The purpose of this meeting is to introduce the Garner Road Municipal Class 
Environmental Assessment (MCEA) (Wilson Street to the Highway 403 off-ramp) being 
undertaken by the City of Hamilton. 

The focus of the meeting was to discuss how the study may impact the Highway 403 
off-ramp with the Ministry of Transportation (MTO). 

Study Background – Project Overview 

Using a presentation (attached to these minutes), Stantec and the City provided an 
overview of the Garner Road MCEA Study, including study background and existing 
conditions. 

The project team highlighted the need for additional roadway capacity along the 
Garner Road corridor to accommodate existing and future traffic volumes. 

Transportation – Garner Road and Highway 403 

MTO noted that the City of Hamilton has submitted a permit to signalize the 
intersection at Highway 403 off-ramp and Garner Road. The City noted that this 
signalization may be completed in conjunction with subsurface works along Garner 
Road scheduled for 2024. The City is to confirm timing. 

City of 

Hamilton 



   
       

    

 
 

 

   

      

  

 

  

 
 
 
 

 

  
 

  

  

   
   

  
     

     

  

 

    
   

  
 
  

 

 

    
    

      
 

     

 

 

 

October 3, 2023 
Garner Road MCEA - MTO Meeting #1 
Page 2 of 2 

Item Action 

MTO is completing an EA for the twinning of Highway 6. It was noted that their 
analyses has assumed the need for signalization at Highway 403 and Garner Road 
and that this will be considered their base condition. Their Recommended Plan 
includes the signalization of the intersection, to be completed by the City. MTO noted 
that CIMA completed the design for the intersection in 2017. 

No changes to the Highway 6 structures (overhead of Garner Road) are anticipated. 

Discussion 

MTO does not anticipate the Garner Road EA PIC 1 material will require Senior 
Management endorsement as we are not anticipating impacting the structures. 

The City of Hamilton noted that 5-laning of Garner Road is a consideration for the 
alternative solutions as a result of the potential Greenbelt developments, and to 
accommodate potential future populations, though this option may get screened out. 

Next Steps 

Public Information Centre (PIC) 1 is planned for December 2023. PIC 2 is tentatively 
scheduled for Spring 2024, and the Environmental Study Report anticipated for late 
2024. The City noted this schedule may permit 2025/2026 detailed design, and 2027 
construction. 

PIC materials are to be circulated to MTO 1-2 weeks prior to going to the public. 

Stantec/City of 

Hamilton 

The meeting adjourned at 11:00am. 

The foregoing is considered to be a true and accurate record of all items discussed. If any discrepancies or 

inconsistencies are noted, please contact the writer immediately. 

Regards, 

STANTEC CONSULTING LTD. 

Isaac Bartlett, P.Eng, ENV SP 
Project Manager 
Isaac.Bartlett@stantec.com 

Attachment: Presentation 

mailto:Isaac.Bartlett@stantec.com


































 

   

  

   

  

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

  
   

  

  

   
  

 

Meeting Notes 

Garner Road Municipal Class Environmental Assessment - MTO Meeting #2 

Project/File: 165001196 

Date/Time: July 10, 2024 / 11:00 AM 

Location: Microsoft Teams 

Attendees: Megan Salvucci City of Hamilton, Project Manager 

Olivia Stanciu City of Hamilton, Capital Infrastructure Analyst 

Margaret Pak MTO, Environmental Planner 

Jonathan Pasquali MTO, Project Engineer 

Neave Constantine MTO, Team Lead, Corridor Management West 

David Pillay MTO, Corridor Management Officer 

Saumya John MTO, Corridor Management EDP 

Vereen Rattigan MTO, Corridor Management Engineer 

Christian Villanueva MTO, Engineering Associate 

Felipe Sapateiro AECOM, Project Manager 

Julia DeDecker AECOM, Environmental Planner 

Isaac Bartlett Stantec, Project Manager 

Paula Hohner Stantec, Senior Environmental Planner 

Shane Vanhell Stantec, Environmental Planner 

Distribution: All attendees 

Item Action 

Introductions 

1. All meeting attendees were introduced. 

Project Summary and Update 

2. Using a presentation (attached to these minutes), Stantec provided a summary 
of the Garner Road Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (MCEA) 
(Wilson Street to the Highway 403 off-ramp) being undertaken by the City of 
Hamilton. 

Stantec provided an overview of the alternative designs, evaluation criteria, and 
recommended solution that were presented as part of Public Information Centre 
(PIC) 1. A summary of the key themes and comments that were received 
following PIC 1 was also presented. 

The evaluation of alternative cross-sections, and an overview and the 
evaluation of active transportation alternatives were also presented. 



   
          

    

 

 

 

  

 

 
   

  
 

    
   

   
 

 

 

      
 

 

     
    

   
   

     
  

     

    
 

  
 

      
   

 

 

 

    
   

 

   
   

    
   

 

 

   
  

    
 

 

  

 

  
  

 

July 10, 2024 
Garner Road Municipal Class Environmental Assessment – MTO Meeting #2 
Page 2 of 3 

Item Action 

Transportation Discussion 

3. Regarding the Highway 6 ramp terminal, Stantec noted that the City of Hamilton 
is helping to signalize the intersection. Stantec requested input from the Ministry 
of Transportation (MTO) as to where the pedestrian facilities should be 
terminated. 

MTO indicated that the ramp terminal intersection must include a pedestrian 
crossing facility, but that it has not been determined whether a crossing will be 
provided on both sides of the terminal intersection or only across the ramp 
terminal itself. 

4. Stantec asked whether MTO has plans to replace or widen the Highway 6 
structure over Garner Road. 

MTO indicated that there are no plans for improvements to the Highway 6 
structure over Garner Road at this time. 

5. Stantec asked if MTO had any concerns with showing the preferred alternative 
as having a four lane to three lane transition and minor widening through the 
Highway 6 ramp terminal intersection as part of the presentation for PIC 2. The 
road width would be matched at the structure. It was also noted that the City of 
Hamilton is currently in the process of applying for a permit to signalize the 
ramp terminal. The MTO noted that if traffic signals were introduced, they would 
be required to meet AODA standard and accommodate active transportation 
users. 

MTO noted that the proposed alternative will need to be reviewed and 
modifications approved by their Traffic Department. MTO requested a copy of 
the presentation to circulate to their team. A copy of the presentation has been 
appended to the minutes. 

Stantec noted that the PIC 2 slides can indicate that the design is to be 
confirmed, should additional consultation with MTO be required. 

MTO and 
Stantec/City of 
Hamilton 

6. Stantec asked if a presentation by the City of Hamilton to MTO Senior 
Management is required prior to PIC 2 or if circulation of the PIC 2 slides is 
sufficient. 

MTO noted that review of the slides is likely sufficient and that a meeting with 
MTO Senior Management is not envisioned to be required at this time. MTO 
indicated, however, that a meeting may be required with MTO staff should any 
of their departments have questions about the proposed design/project. MTO 
will confirm. 

MTO 

7. Stantec noted that there is the option of transitioning the four lane section of 
Garner Road and terminating the pedestrian infrastructure further west of the 
Highway 6 ramp temporarily, should MTO identify any operational issues with 
the proposed design. 

Project Schedule Discussion 

8. MTO asked what the timeline is for construction of the proposed improvements. 

City of Hamilton noted that the tentative schedule includes completion of the 
MCEA in the first quarter of 2025, design and property acquisition and 



   
          

    

 

 

 

    

      
  

 

  

 
 
 
 

   

  
   

 

            

  

  
    

  

 

  

 

   
  

   
    

 
  

 

 

 

 

    
     

   

  

 

July 10, 2024 
Garner Road Municipal Class Environmental Assessment – MTO Meeting #2 
Page 3 of 3 

Item Action 

relocation of utilities in 2025 and 2026, and construction in 2027 at the earliest. 
They indicated that these proposed improvements are being coordinated with 
work to the east of the study area, which may impact the construction timeline. 

Noise Discussion 

9. MTO asked if a Noise Study has been conducted for the project. 

Stantec indicated that a Noise Study is ongoing. 

MTO requested that the results or reporting be shared with them and noted that 
there have been noise complaints from residents in the area of the project. 

Stantec asked if MTO has completed a Noise Study for the area and, if so, 
requested that it be shared with the Project Team. 

MTO indicated that a Noise Study has been completed for interim four lane 
widening of Highway 6 and that the results of the study will be shared with the 
Project Team. 

MTO and 
Stantec/City of 
Hamilton 

Next Steps 

10. City of Hamilton noted that PIC 2 is tentatively scheduled for the middle of 
August 2024 and that any feedback from MTO on the project information/slides 
provided would be appreciated so that updates can be made prior to the PIC. 

MTO requested that relevant information be sent to Saumya John. 

Stantec/City of 
Hamilton 

The meeting adjourned at 11:32 AM. 

The foregoing is considered to be a true and accurate record of all items discussed. If any discrepancies or 
inconsistencies are noted, please contact the writer immediately. 

Regards, 

STANTEC CONSULTING LTD. 

Shane Vanhell B.Sc. 

Environmental Planner 
Phone: (289) 212-8045 
shane.vanhell@stantec.com 

Attachment: Garner Road Municipal Class Environmental Assessment – MTO Meeting #2 Presentation 

mailto:shane.vanhell@stantec.com
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